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COUNTY LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
July-August 2009
August 13, 2009
Acknowledgements and Recognition:  We welcome new Library Advisory Board member Holly Bishop, representing District  4.  Ms. Bishop fills the position vacated by retiring member John Ferrera and was appointed to the LAB at the Board of Supervisor’s May 5, 2009 meeting.  We also welcome Andrea Jones who is the newly appointed representative from Matt Rexroad’s district.  Andrea is no stranger to the Library Advisory Board, often representing then Supervisor Mariko Yamada as her deputy during Mariko’s tenure as representative to the Board of Supervisors. Andrea will be joining us at the October 2009 meeting.
Budget Update:  The recent State Budget impacts have not yet been affirmed due to legislative contest of the Governor’s decisions.  We are concerned about the effect of Proposition 1A on locally secured property tax which could have an estimated 8% loss in revenue from the cities. Thus far, grant funding from the California State Library has not yet been affected. We received word today that our literacy base amount is at the same level as in prior years.
Key Activities:

American Library Association Annual Conference – Presidential Initiative: Libraries: The Heart of All Communities

Human Resources: Retirements, Recruitment and Succession Planning
General Staff Meeting

Library moves, construction

Broadband Initiative – Stimulus Funding

First 5 presentation
1. Building Updates:
West Sacramento:  October 6 Preview Night; October 10 Dedication
Winters: November 12 Preview Night; November 13, Dedication; November 14 Community Open House
Davis: Closed August 15-September 7. Bookdrop open through closure. Move August 17-31 or thereabouts.  Staff back in after August 24. Reopen September 8. Possible Family Festival Grand Opening weekend of September 12/13 with Explorit Science Center as host. Friends still need book sale location.  Some children’s programming to be hosted at Fencing Academy. 

2. Winters Capital Campaign: Genentech application not successful. Regrouping to focus on major/minor donors with assistance from Winters Friends of the Library. 
3. Grants Update: 

Broadband Technology Online Program (BTOP) through ARRA Stimulus funding – IT lead – will bring increased bandwidth capacity and cabling to Knights Landing, West Sacramento and Winters ($500,000)

Broadband Technology Online Program (BTOP) through ARRA Stilmulus – Computer “Service Station” Centers at Winters and West Sacramento through California State Library coordinated grant in all 58 counties ($60,000 each - $120,000) 

Opportunity Online: Through CSL – working with the Gates Foundation in 9 states, CA public libraries with less than 1.5 Mbps of Internet connectivity are invited to apply for a matching grant to increase bandwidth.  The Gates Foundation will match connectivity charges for two years if the library provides sustainable support. Yolo and Knights Landing branches are eligible (pending January 2009)
First 5 grants – Presentation and High Five Award on 8/12/09. Library will continue 5 more years of grant funding at $34,000 per year to provide bilingual storytimes and parenting workshops to all seven County library locations.  More than 4500 children and adults participated in 2008-2009.

IMLS – New staff member Reema Rajbanishi to assist in Homework Center/Family Literacy programs.  Russian language story time to begin end of July.
Digital Storytelling Grant – CSL-  Grant of additional $5000 awarded for additional storytelling program.

Eureka Leadership Institute – CSL – Grant worth $5000 in development and training awarded to Yolo County Library and Branch Manager Crista Cannariato for a project focusing on coordinated collection development.

Conference Attendance – Association of Rural and Small Libraries – CSL – Yolo County was awarded $1700 to cover attendance at ARSL conference in Gaitlinburg, TN in September 2009. Yolo County Regional Librarian Sara Ferguson to represent the Library.

4. CALTAC Training for new and returning LAB members recommended. YCL sponsors memberships for all members except for elected official.

5. Adult Literacy Update: 8/22/09 Central Valley Library Literacy Network Conference in Sacramento; 8/26/09 Yolo Reads Advisory Group meeting; 10/22 Literacy Celebration. 

6. HR Update: 

Classification Study: to be completed in mid August 2009. Next steps will include HR Review, meet with Employee Associations, adoption by Board of Supervisors. Some recruitments impacted by recommendations and will take place later in the year.

7. New partner: Explorit Science Center is a wonderful neighbor and partner as the sister agency occupying the interim location for the Stephens Davis Branch Library at 2801 2nd Street.  We have planned many joint marketing efforts together and the Center is considering changing their hours to better reflect our own with more evening and weekend hours.

8. County Administrator search: All County Department Heads were involved in deliberation about noteworthy candidate characteristics, department goals and county challenges in store for the incumbent. 

LIBRARY IN THE NEWS

It continues to be an exciting and creative time for the Yolo County Library, and a pleasure to work with a great staff and a talented team of community advocates.

Patty Wong, County Librarian

KEY DATES TO REMEMBER

8/14/09 Last day of public service, Stephens Davis Branch Library, before move to interim location

8/15-9/7/09 Davis move to 2801 2nd Street

8/20-23/09  Yolo County Fair: Archives Exhibit featuring Yolo County Cemeteries

8/22/09 CVVLN Conference

9/8/09 Stephens Davis Branch Library reopen

9/20/09 Wines of Clarksburg, 2-5 p.m. www.clarksburglibrary.org 

10/6/09 Arthur F. Turner Preview Night, 7-8 p.m.

10/10/09 Arthur F. Turner Dedication, 11 a.m.

10/22/09 Literacy Celebration, early evening, West Sacramento

11/12/09 Winters Community Library Preview Night, 7-8 p.m.

11/13/09 Winters Community Library Dedication, 2 p.m.

11/14/09 Winters Community Library Grand Opening

12/24-1/3/10 Winter Holiday – Branches and Central Services closed for business







