'MALARTA OUTEBREAK, I@LO COUNTY, 1937
By Jolm 0% Rafi‘ety, M,D., Health Officer v
E in expleaive outmeak of malaria occurred dur:n.ng July and August of this year
| _nin the viqinity of the Federal Camp for migrating agricultural workers near Winters
dn Ioio Geuntar, Galifornia. ‘The camp. 18 located about 3 miles east of Winters and
is on a tract of appro:dm’eely 10 acres lying between the Davis—Winters hz.ghway ‘
on the nor‘th and Puteh Creek on the south, which forms the boundary line between

:"Iolo a.nd Solano Goun'bies. ' The camp has 168 platforms .for tents., This camp is”

Fedarally owned, -
o In Hay the migratory workers rushed to the ?ea harvest, in the %zzeaa a@o,ng»
the Sacramanta B:Lver south of Sacramento near Glarksbt.trg, Rio Vista and Walnut

“:}Grove. 'I'hie group brought in 2 cases of smallpox, chickenpox, whooPing cough and
;”leﬁ. a.n epidemic of measles to'oaling over 90 knoxm cases in eastem Yolo County.
o The pea harveat Was_soon overy ‘howsver, and the migrants moved into the '
. t.Faderal Camp near Winters. 4 The popnla’oien of the camp grew from 111 the first
’week of May ’a@ 613 the first week An June, reaching a maximum of '747 persons the
veek ending June 24. Frequent visits were made to tb.is camp by me representing
;the Gounty He&lth Department, along with o-hher doc’oors, to prevent any commmicable
‘disease. Ma.ny were vaccinated.

v In July 'bhe migrants beganA'bo spread out £rom the camp so that by 'bhe last
week of J‘uly, there vere 398 in camp and by August 12, 2 weeks lat.er, only 216
| were left. Ou'b of this remaining group ve found 49 cases of malaria in the camp
| \itself, 4’7 of whom gave histories of onset between July 1 and September 7 a.nd 12
cases oecu_rred w_ithin a radius of 3 or 4 miles of the camp. Undoubtedly, meny
‘casres moved out bér‘ore discover!ed.‘ Just re’cently we received a report. from the
State Department of t.wo cases in southern California who were in this ares all
summer and became ill September 6, shortly after 1eaving. |

| The first case reperted vasg a girl, age 16 in a family of 8, who had heen

| ‘ working about & mile from the camp across Putah Creek in Solano County. Her
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| rfémily had 1eft Lansing, Michigan last January and migratéd through Missour'i,‘
Kansas, Nev Mez:i.ca, Arizona to Ba.kersfield, then to Sacramento and on June 12,
. arrived at the rench near the camp. She became 111 about J‘una 24, went to the
v‘hospital on July 8 and was reported July 13. This,‘ however, did nqt augtxr an
epidmic. T o
' However, wlth the advice of the Agricul’mral Vorkers Health and Medical
: Aséociation, these migrants were beginning to seek medical care from local doctors |
rather than treat themselves' On August lst, one of the local doctors caJ.led and
said he heard rumors of chills and fever in the Migratory Camp a.nd wondered what
was going one A tent to tent survey was immediately started. Two cases were
fou.nd having teeth chattering chills and many gave typical histories of ha.ving had
chills and fever every other day which. contimed unt:Ll they went to the drug store
and bsught some MGlover!s Chill Tonich or "666" which was "awful bitter" ut gava
, relief. So whenever they felt a chlill coming en, they would drink some of the '
“bitter Stuffv, | |
| 'l’he case revealing the earliest onset was a men who sa::.d he began having
'“"genuine Southern chills® about May 24 vwhile working along the Sacramento River
near Rio Vista in Solano County, He gtated he had 3 chllls two days apart, then
“ 'b.e baught some chill tonic which he took i‘ar 3 days then moved to the M:I.gratory
Camp nesr Winters on June lst. - This case might be said to be th,e ane introducing
. malaria into the cmp ut others in camp gave histories of having had chills almost
every summer 'before leaving the dust bowls The drug s‘tme reported they sold more
chill remediea tha.n usual this sumner bat that they always have sold quite a bit.
f’Perhaps the fact that a large group of peopla were sleeping in tente withont screen-—
ing :l.s responsible. 2t any rate, when the outbreak wag unearthed the first week |
in Aug’uﬁt, some'bhing had to be done. But what? Breeding places within a half mile
radius of tho camp had been eliminated early in the Spring or oiled periodically
Iet every evening, hundrads of male and female Anopheles were found in the camp.

There are 22,000 acres of rice in Yolo Gounty; Some of the fields were within 3/4
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mile of the camps And practically every dipper brought up Anopheles larvae and
adults swarmed out when the rice was pushed awsy to dip water, Spraying the rice
fields from airplanes was m.en’oi_oneﬁ tud the donor of funds was not mentioned.

Mosquite netting and fly spray were dispensed by the camp manager but &8 ex-
pected, the people would not use them effectively. Eé,ch day there were new cases.
Zhen cages began to be reported.further awsy from the camp and it appeared that
ma;laria. would spreed all over the county., I wrote to Dr, Winchester, Health Officer
of Wayne County, Georgla, who had sdvocated the use of at}rab.'f'ine and plasmochin in .
con.:]unction vith mosguito abatement, |

I asked the State Departménﬁ of Health whether or not atrabrine could be ob-
tained by the Agricultural Workers Health and Medical Association. Forthwith ceme
& thousand 14 grein tablets of atrabrime for the Agricultural Workers Health and
Medical Association and a nurse from the State Depertment of Health, A;s a pre-
ventative meagure, almost 2,500 tablets of atrabrine was dispensed in therapeutic
doses for 5 days o all but ons person in the camp on August 27, September 1 and
September 6, The camp population dwindled down to 82 et present, the rice fields
were. drained for the harvest. Singularly emough, no cases have ocourred to my
knowledge in the camp since Sep*bember 2 but a few cases in the territory surround-
ing the camp continue to be reported., The problem is not s'et.tled.

May I close by saying that I greatly appreciate the good cooperation of all
who have given aid and advice in attempting to cipe with this situation,



