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Deciduous

Aristocrat pear Pyrus calleryana "Aristocrat" 25-50' 30' Moderate 4' M X Pollution resistant and drought tolerant 

Arroyo willow Salix lasiolepis 35' H X Tolerates sand and seasonal flooding

Big-leaf maple Acer macrophyllum 18'-100' H X X X Has largest leaves of any maple

Box elder Acer negundo ssp. Californicum 20'-40' M X X Drought tolerant

California black walnut Juglans californica IN X Requires intensive watering

California buckeye Aesculus californica 15'-30' VL X X  Prevents erosion in hilly regions

European hackberry Celtis australis 40' 30-40' Moderate 6' M Requires well-drained soil, but can be nutrionally poor

European hornbeam Carpinus betulus 40' 40' Rapid 6' M X Useful for providing shade

Fan-Tex ash Fraxinus velutina 'Rio Grande' 30-50' 30-40' Rapid 6' M Best ash for residential landscapes

Flowering plum Prunus cerasifera 20' 12' Moderate 3' M X Prefers well-drained, acidic soil 

Fremont cottonwood Populus fremontii 100' M X Riparian

Golden rain tree Kolereuteria paniculata 20-35' 10-40' Moderate 4' M X Flowers in mid-summer

Kentucky coffee tree Gymnocladus dioica 60-100' 45-50' Rapid 6' M Tolerates poorer soils and drought
London plane tree Platanus acerifolia "Bloodgood Strain" 60' 50' Rapid 8' M Tolerant to pollution, adverse soil conditions, heat, and drought
Maidenhair "autumn gold" Ginko b. "Autumn Gold" 60' 45' Slow 6' M X

Maidenhair "saratoga" Ginko b. "Saratoga" 60' 45' Slow 6' M X

Oregon ash Fraxinus latifolia 70' M X Prefers damp, loose soils

Pacific willow Salix lucida 53' H X

Red willow Salix laevigata H X

Sandbar willow Salix exigua, S. hindsiana H X

Sour gum tree/tupelo Nyssa sylvatica 40' 20' Moderate 4' M X

Sawleaf zelkova Zelkova serata 50-90' 50-90' Rapid 6' M X

Western redbud Cercis occidentalis 6'-16' VL X X

Western sycamore Platanus racemosa 30-100' 11' Rapid M X 5-6" long and wide leaves
White alder Alnus rhombifolia 30'-40' H X

Ornamentals

Chitalpa "pink dawn" Chitalpa tashkentensis 20-30' 20-30- Rapid 4' M

Crape myrtle Lagaerstromia indica or hybrids 8'-30' 5'-25' Moderate 3' L

Eastern redbud "forest pansy"Cercis candensia 25-35' 25' Moderate 3' M X

English hawthorn Crataegus laevigate "Paul' Scarlet" 18-25' 15-25' Moderate 4' M X
Flowering crabapple Malus floribunda "Prairiefire" 20' 20' Moderate 4' M

Coniferous Evergreens

Atlantic cedar Cedrus atlantica 60'+ 30' Slow/Mod 6' M

Arizona cypress Cupressus arizonica 40' 20' Slow/Mod 6' VL

Beefwood Casuarina stricta 20-35' 20-35' Rapid 6' L

Calabrian pine Pinus brutia 30-80' 15-25' Rapid 6' L

California juniper Juniperus californica 10-40' 10-40' Moderate 6' L

Canary Island pine Pinus canariensis 50-80' 20-35' Rapid 6' L

Coast redwood Sequoia semperviens "Soquel" 70-90' Rapid 8' H X X

Deodar cedar Cedrus deodara 80' 40' Rapid 6' M

Fern pine Podocarpus gracilor 20'-60' M

Ghost pine Pinus sabiniana 100' VL X Grey-green needles, large cones

Incense cedar Calocedrus decurrens 75-90' 10-15' Slow/Mod 6' M X X

Japanese cryptomeria Cryptomerica japonica 100' 30' Rapid 6' H
Western red cedar Thuja plicata "Fastigiata" 80-90' 20-25' Moderate 6' L X Drought tolerant; does not tolerate heavy watering

Broadleaf Evergreens

African sumac Rhus lancea 20-30' 20-35' Slow L

California laurel Umbellularia californica 20-25' 20-25' Slow M X X
Toyon Heteromeles arbutifolia 8'-25' 8'-15' VL X X

Oaks

Blue oak Quercus douglasii 50'-70' 40-70' Moderate 8' VL X

Burr oak Quercus macrocarpa 60-75' 60-75' Moderate 8' X Drought tolerant; does not tolerate heavy watering

California black oak Quercus keloggii M X

California live oak Quercus agrifolia 32'-80' L

Cork oak Quercus suber 40' 40' Moderate 8' L

English oak Quercus robur 50-60' 30' Rapid 8' M

Holly oak Quercus ilex 40-70' 40-70' Moderate 8' L

Interior live oak Quercus wislizenii 30-70' VL X Recovers quickly after fire damage.

Scarlet oak Quercus coccinea 60-80' 40-60' Moderate 8' M X

Southern live oak Quercus virginiana 60' 60-90' Moderate 8' M
Valley oak Quercus lobata 100' 70' Moderate 8' L X X
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California buckeye Aesculus californica 15'-30' VL X X

California fuchsia Epilobium canum 1'-3' 9' L X X Drought tolerant

California grape Vitis californicus 30' M X

Chamise Adenostoma fasiculatum 13' VL X

Elderberry Sambucus mexicana 6'-20' 6'-20' L X X X Riparian

Mountain mahogany Cercocarpus betuloides 15' 15' VL X

St. Catherine's lace Eriogonum giganteum 5' 5'-10' L X X

Mule fat Baccharis viminea, B. salicifolia L X X

Drought tolerant; grows well in riparian and associated 

upland areas.

Squaw bush Rhus trilobata 4' L

Western redbud Cercis occidentalis 15' VL X X

Yerba santa Eriodicton californicum L X Drought tolerant; does not tolerate extra water in summer

Toyon Heteromeles arbutifolia 6'-15' 6'-15' VL X X X

Wild lilac Ceanothus sp. varies varies M X X Drought tolerant

Coyote brush Baccharis pilularis 5'-8' 4' L X X Heat and drought tolerant

California wild rose Rosa californica 10' L X X Riparian. Resistant to alkali soils

Fuchsia-flowered gooseberryRibes speciosum about 6' varies L X X

Western spice bush Caulycanthus occidentalis 5-12' 5-12' L X X

Red-twid dogwood Cornus stolonifera 4-8' 10' M X X

Manzanitas Arctostaphylos sp. varies varies L X X

Bush poppy or island BP Dendromecon rigida or D.harfordii3'-6' M X X

Cleveland sage Salvia clevelandii 4' L X X

Coffeeberry Rhamnus californica 15' L X X Hedgerow plant

Jerusalem sage Phlomis fruticosa 4-6' L X

Japanese kerria Kerria japonica 3-6' 6-9' M X

Forsythia Forsythia x intermidia L X

Golden currant Ribes aureum 8'-16' 6'-12' L X X

Buttonbush, button willow Cephalanthus occidentalis 20' X X Summer insectary plant. Riparian

Brown dogwood Cornus glabrata X Requires moist conditions

California blackberry Rubus ursinus 10'-20' L X X X Moist areas below 5,000 feet



GROUND COVERS AND VINES
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Creeping mahonia Mahonia or Berberis repens 1'-6' varies M X X X

Manzanitas Arctostaphylos sp. varies varies M X X

Virgin's bower Clematis ligusticifolia M X X Riparian. Will cover large areas if allowed to grow freely

Wild grape Vitis californica M X Riparian. Flowers in May and June

Jasmine (Asian or Ivory star)Trachelospermum asiaticum 20' M X

Pachysandra "Japanese spurge"Pachysandra terminalis M

Taiwan raspberry Rubus pentalobus M X Provides fall color

Giant alumroot or Coral bellsHeuchera maxima and hybrids M X Can withstand dry conditions with indirect sunlight

Bergenia or Winter saxifrageBergenia cordifolia M X

Coast purple sage Salvia leucophylla L X X Requires moist conditions

Common yarrow Achillea millefolium 1'-4' L X X

Oregon grape Mahonia or Berberis Sp. 1'-6' varies M X X X

California Dutchman's pipeAristolochia californica L X X Climbs by twining; no tendrils



GRASSES & FORBS
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Deer grass Muhlenbergia rigens 4' 4' M X Riparian. Attracts lady beetles that prey on pests

Dogbane Apocynum cannabinum X causes skin blisters, highly poisonous. NOT recommended

Great Valley phacelia Phacelia ciliata 12"-18" X

Lavender Lavandula species 12"-18" L X

Meadowfoam Limnanthes douglassii 6"

Monkey flower Mimulus sp. H X X Hummingbird pollinated

Mugwort Artemisia douglasiana L X Fragrant. Stream corridors

Narrow-leaf milkweed Asclepias fascicularis 3' L X X Insectary plant. Drought tolerant

Nodding needlegrass Nassella cernua 2.6' L X

Owl's clover Castillija exserta 9" X

Penstemon Penstemon s p. L Medium watering requirement if a hybrid

Purple needlegrass Nassella pulchra 3' L X

Saltgrass Distichlis spicata 1.1' X Drought tolerant;looks similar to Bermuda grass

Tarplant Hemizonia sp.

Yarrow Achillea millefolium 3' L X X Insectary plant. Resistant to alkali soils

Yellowray goldfields Lasthenia sp. 5" X

Annual - associated with vernal pools and wetlands; readily reseeds with 

enough moisture

Yolo slender wheatgrass Elymus trachycaulus L X Perennial; drought tolerant 

Giant wild rye Leymus condensatus 6'-8' 4'-5' VL X

Lindheimer's muhly grass Muhlenbergia lindheimeri 5' L X

Bigelow's bear grass Nolina bigelovii 6' L X

New Zealand flax Phormium tenas L

Blue grama grass Bouteloua gracilis 1.0' L

Berkeley sedge Carex tumulicola 3' 3' M X

Serpentine columbine Aquilegia eximia 4'-5' M X X

Bent grass, spike redtop Agrostis exarata 3' VL X Drought tolerant; important pollinator

Blue-eyed grass Sisyrinchium bellum VL X

California barley Hodeum californicum 1.6' X Perennial; drought tolerant

California brome Bromus carinatus 4' L X Perennial; drought tolerant

California buckwheat Erigonum californica L X

California oniongrass Melica californica 4' L X Perennial; drought tolerant

California poppy Eschscholzia californica 2' VL X

Bird's-eye gilia Gilia tricolor 3' X X Annual herb; drought tolerant - used for color

Blue wildrye Elymus glaucus 3.3' L X

Creeping wildrye Leymus triticoides 3' VL X Drought tolerant
















