GRAND JURY
County of Yolo

P.O. Box 2142
Woodland, Califormia 95776
530-406-5088
grand-jury@sbcglobal.net

Contact: Kathleen Jean Stock, Foreperson

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 19, 2011 1PM

YOLO COUNTY GRAND JURY ISSUES REPORT ON
DAVIS AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM

The 2010-2011 Yolo County Grand Jury has recently completed its report on the City of Davis
Affordable Housing Program. The Grand Jury investigated allegations regarding the administration of
the affordable housing program in Davis. The Grand Jury found that over time the City has successfully
evolved an affordable housing program that currently ensures fairness in the selection process and
retains rental properties and some homes in the program. Approximately 700 low and moderate income
households achieved home ownersh-ip throu-gh the program since its inception about 20 years ago.

However, the City: was far: less successful W|th the Davis Area Cooperative Housing Authority
(DACHA). DACHA encountered practlcal and affordablllty problems from the-outset and currently no
longer exists as an entrty Among other-conclusions; the Grand. Jury found that greater care should have
been taken initially, by the City! and the Redevelopment Agency ‘When performing legal analysis of
documents such as ' DACHA articles ‘of | mcorporatron and bylaws and: that better initial oversight of
DACHA by the City ‘could:have prevented thls sttuatlon The Grand Jury found that no inappropriate
gift or use of public. money' /as made. at’ any time, for. any purpose by the "City“in connection with
DACHA. However,-the-City has- rncurred fosses that. -may- hot be recovered-and may increase in the

future. Better initial oversight of DACHA could have prevented this.

The Yolo County Grand Jury functions as a citizen ‘watchdog’ organization to review the operations
and performance of county and city governments, school districts, and special districts. Based on these
assessments, the Grand Jury publishes its findings and may recommend constructive action to improve
the quality and effectiveness of local government.

The public can access the full Davis Affordable Housing report and the six reports released in April at
the Grand Jury website: http://www.yolocounty.org/index.aspx?page=780. The Grand Jury will release
an additional report next week, May 23rd. The last four investigative reports and the final published
volume containing all twelve reports for the year will be issued on June 30.




