!_]_1 2.1 PROJECT UNDER REVIEW

This Draft EIR evaluates the potential environmental impacts related to implementation of
the Draft OCMP. The Draft OCMP addresses a variety of issues relevant to mining outside
of the creek channel in an area of approximately 23,174 acres along a 14.5-miie area
extending from Capay Dam downstream to a levied section of the creek near the Town of
Yolo. The Plan encourages off-channel, deep-pit mining under controlled and monitored
circumstances, as an alternative to continued in-channel mining. It prescribes standards
and regulations for siting of operations in relation to the creek channel, adjoining pits, and
other land uses. It identifies protections for groundwater quality and quantity. It aliows for
muitiple reclamation uses including agriculture, habitat, flood control, water storage,
groundwater recharge, and recreation. it aiso establishes the groundwork for the
deveiopment of a future plan to allow for public recreational activities and uses along the
creek.

The draft OCMP identifies 216 million tons of aggregate on 2,887 acres of the planning
area as feasible to mine over the next 50 years. Regulation of this mining would occur
through the OCMP and impiementing ordinances, and project-specific conditional use
permits that would be required to be consistent with the OCMP and CCRMP. A complete
description of the project is contained in Chapter 3.0, Description of Project and
Alternatives.

H 2.2 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY ]|

Section 15123 of the CEQA Guidelines requires the summary section of an EIR to inciude
*areas of controversy known to the lead agency.” The following issues (in no particular
order) fit that requirement:

" Continued permitting of aggregate mining in Yolo County.

n The potential for impacts on groundwater quality as a result of implementing the
OCMP.

L The potential hazards associated with reclaimed lakes.

‘m  Recommendations of the OQCMP relating to the (30-year) life of mining permits.
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L Channel stability and proximity of mining to the channel.

w The accumulation of mercury in local wildlife.

» Permanent loss of agricultural land.

» Reclamation of previously agricultural land for other uses.

u Interpretation of net gain.

= Recommended frequency of well monitoring and listing of constituents to monitor.
n Depths of mining and the issue of mining below the groundwater table.

= Steepness of reclaimed pit slopes.

" 2.3 ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED ||

Section 15123 of the CEQA Guidelines requires the summary section of an EIR to include
“issues to be resolved including choices among alternatives and whether and how to
mitigate significant effects.” The following issues fit this requirement:

n Creation of an ongoing Technical Advisory Committee to review annual monitoring
data and provide recommendations and feedback to the County regardmg the
conditions of the creek.

n Coordination with Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District
(FCWCD) to use off-channel excavations as recharge and/or storage basins.

n Coordination with FCWCD to provide a regular source of surface water within the
losing reaches of the creek, when there is sufficient rainfall.

] Development of an Open Space and Recreation Plan to provide a range of public
activities and uses along the creek.

" 2.4 SUMMARY OF REGULATORY/POLICY CONSISTENCY H

Section 15125(b) of the CEQA Guidelines requires the EIR to discuss “any inconsistencies
between the proposed project and applicable general plans and regional plans.” A number
of regulations and plans exist that address conservation and development of aggregate
resources and related issues, inciuding the California Surface Mining and Reclamation Act,
the Yolo County General Plan, and the Interim In-Channel Surface Mining Regulations of
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Yolo County. A discussion of the consistency between the OCMP and these regulations
and plans is provided in Section 4.2, Land Use and Planning, as referenced in Table 2-1.

II 2.5 SUMMARY OF IMPACTS lI

This summary provides an overview of the analysis contained in Chapter 4.0,
Environmental Analysis, This summary also includes discussions of: a) effects found not
to be significant; b) significant impacts; ¢) mitigation measures to avoid or reduce identified
significant impacts; and d) unavoidable significant impacits.

Effects Found Not to Be Significant

Section 15128 of the CEQA Guidelines requires an EIR to contain a statement briefly
indicating the reasons why various possibly significant effects of a project were determined
not to be significant and were therefore not discussed in detail. The following statements,
explaining why various effects of the project on population/housing and energy were found
not to be significant, meet this requirement:

ulation/Housi

No official regional or local population projections would be exceeded as a result of
implementing the OCMP. The project would not induce substantial growth in the planning
area either directly or indirectly, or extend major infrastructure. The hiring of additional
personnel would be minimal and therefore no significant increase in housing demand
would be expected, and no existing housing would be displaced. An additional discussion
of these topics can be found in Section 5.2, Growth Inducing Impacts.

Energy

Implementation of the OCMP would not conflict with any adopted energy conservation
plan. The effects of the project on local and regional energy supplies and on requirements
for additional capacity would be minimal. Energy resources would not be used in a
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary manner. Protection of lands containing identified
mineral deposits from the encroachment of incompatible land uses would allow aggregate
resources to remain available for future use and thereby reduce transportation energy use
requirements. Policies in the OCMP, such as encouraging recycling efforts and mining
efficiencies {such as wet pits), would result in energy conservation.

Effects Found to Be Significant and Avoidable

Under CEQA, a significant effect on the environment is defined as a substantial, or
potentially substantial, adverse change in any physical conditions within the area affected
by the project. This includes water, land, air, ambient noise, wildiife, and objects of
‘aesthetic significance. =~ _ o _
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Implementation of the project would generate environmental impacts in several areas, as
described in Chapter 4 and summarized in Table 2-1.

Mitigation Measures to Avoid or Reduce Identified Significant Impacts

This Program EIR discusses mitigation measures that could be implemented. Generally,
program-level mitigation for the OCMP includes modifications to the plan, or the addition
or modification of goals, performance standards, or other requirements. The mitigations

presented form the basis of the proposed Mitigation Monitoring Plan discussed in Section
1.4.

Effects Found to Be Significant and Unavoidable

Under CEQA, a significant and unavoidable effect of the project is one that would cause
a substantial adverse effect on the environment and for which no mitigation is available to
reduce the impact to a less-than-significant level if the project is approved. These impacts
are discussed in Chapter 4.0 of this EIR and summarized in Table 2-1.

" 2.6 SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES ' n

The following alternatives to the project are described in Chapter 3.0, Project Description,
and given equal weight in Chapter 4.0, Environmentai Analysis:

Alternative #1a: No Project (Existing Conditions); ‘
Alternative #1b: No Project (Existing Permits and Regulatory Condat;on)

Alternative #2: No Mining (Alternative Site);
Alternative #3: Plant Operation Only (importation);
Alternative #4: Shallow Mining (Alternative Method/Reclamation);

Alternative #5a:; Decreased Mining (Restricted Allocation);
Alternative #5b: Decreased Mining (Shorter Mining Period); and
Alternative #6: Agricultural Reclamation (with Mining Operations as Proposed).

l! 2.7 SUMMARY TABLE II

The fo!iowing table (Table 2-1, Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures) has been
organized to correspond with environmental issues discussed in Chapter 4.0 of this EIR.
The summary table is arranged in four columns:

1. environmental impact;

2. level of significance before mitigation;

3. recommended mitigation measures; and

4. level of significance after mitigation.
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A series of measures is noted where more than one mitigation may be required to reduce
the impact to a less-than-significant level. See Chapter 4.0 for complete analysis and full
text of mitigation measures.
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