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                 COUNTY OF YOLO               

 




 

              


AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

WEST PLAINFIELD ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT
JOINT MEETING –DRAFT MINUTES
DATE:


Thursday, November 3, 2011 

TIME:


6:00 PM

LOCATION:

Lillard Hall, West Plainfield Fire Department




24905 County Road 95, Yolo County Airport

I.
CALL TO ORDER –6:10pm
II. INTRODUCTIONS
· Aviation Advisory Committee members present included Andrew Dowling, Gary Pelfrey and Ray Ferrell. Absent were Jason Russell, William Ferrier, and John Hancock. This was determined not to constitute a quorum of at least four of the six members;

· West Plainfield Advisory Committee members present included David Gilmer. Absent were Steven Dennis and Peter Defty. This did not constitute a quorum of at least two of the three members;

· County staff in attendance included Wes Ervin and Mindi Nunes;

· Dotty Pritchard represented Supervisor Matt Rexroad;

· Public members in attendance included Tyler Cross, Brian Cross, Mike Hawkins, Ward Marsh, Carol J. Smith, Lenora Timm, Jim Ingraham, Dave Gilmer, and Carolyn Tannyhill. 
III.
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
IV.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  taken as published

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 18, 2011 MEETING
· Approval held pending a quorum. The spelling of Ray Ferrell’s name was corrected.
VI. PUBLIC HEARING – OBSTRUCTION REMOVAL (TREES) 
· Public Hearing conducted. See Page 3 for notes.
VII. MINOR USE PERMIT – WINTERS BROADBAND (NEW TOWER) 
· A minor use permit application by Winters Broadband to install two new towers, one of which is within the airport area of influence, received no comments. Both towers are underneath all FAA height zones.
VIII.
REPORT ON FOLLOW-UP ITEMS REQUESTED BY COMMITTEES
A. REVIEW OF BUDGET
1.  COST ITEMS AND POTENTIAL SAVINGS – WATER SYSTEM, CONSULTANT, STAFF TIME

2.  REVENUE OPTIONS – CHARGE FOR WATER, RAISE RENTS, MARKET FOR MORE PLANES

· An airport summary budget was presented, with $188,800 in projected expenses and $176,000 in projected revenues. There are very few opportunities to enhance revenues since most available hangar space is fully leased. The county is not at this time considering building new hangar space, but will aggressively seek new ground lease tenants.  The $20,000 in sales taxes generated at the airport and the $18,000 in property taxes currently go to the general fund.  The county has reduced the frequency it checks the water system, saving some staff cost. County staff will closely monitor and work to balance the budget if possible. 

B. WINDMILL HEIGHT

· The windmill along Road 95 opposite the airport is confirmed to have been reviewed by FAA prior to construction, and it does not interfere with aviation;
C. WEIGHT LIMITS

· The new takeoff weight limits since runway refurbishment are 30,000 pounds single wheel and 60,000 pounds dual wheel.  These limits will be changed in the FAA airport data;
D. BEACON LIGHTS – malfunctioning relay has been fixed. 
E. OIL DROP OFF

· Gary Pelfrey announced his intention to accept limited non-commercial waste generated on the airport, pending a review by county Environmental Health; 

F. AWOS – fixed and operating properly. The parachute drop zone needs to be added to the AWOS;
G. NOTAMS FOR AG AND CLEANING OPERATIONS – confirmed that NOTAMS are filed when needed by either Gary Pelfrey or Ray Ferrell;
H. WEST PLAINFIELD COMMITTEE AUTHORITIES AND LIMITATIONS

· Mindi Nunes confirmed that the West Plainfield Advisory Committee on Airport Development acts in an advisory capacity on any project proposed in the Yolo County Airport area of influence, which is roughly an oval extending 10,000 feet from the airport runway. No project in this area can receive discretionary approval from the Board of Supervisors without the Committee having an opportunity to review the project.

IX.
AIRPLANE WASHING AND SPCC REQUIREMENTS
· Several tenants contested some of the points in an October 6, 2011 letter sent to all tenants about spill prevention requirements by the State of California.  The letter transmitted specific aircraft washing and spill prevention procedures. Ray Ferrell, Gary Pelfrey, Chris Galloway and Jimmy Rollison will meet and prepare a response.
X. FUTURE PROJECTS and
XI. AIRPORT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2012

· Wes Ervin presented the 2011 Airport Capital Improvement Plan (ACIP), and asked for comments on the 2012 ACIP.  To qualify for FAA funding in a particular year, a project must be on the ACIP for that year.  The construction of new hangars and filling in the ramp area in front of Davis Flight Support. No comments were received.
XII. OTHER ITEMS
· Committee members requested sweeping to include all taxiways;

· Carolyn Tannyhill complained of very loud noises and her house shaking when a very large jet took off. This was confirmed to be the Global Express that had landed the week before.

· Ray Ferrell asked for the FAA facilities directory to allow midfield takeoffs;

· Ray Ferrell asked that the hangar waiting list be updated.
XIII.
NEXT MEETING – FEBRUARY 2, 2012
PUBLIC HEARING NOTES –

YOLO COUNTY AIRPORT OBSTRUCTION REMOVAL PROJECT

On November 3, 2011, Yolo County staff conducted a public hearing on the Draft Environmental Assessment for Offsite Obstruction Removal (EA). The hearing was conducted during a regularly-scheduled joint meeting of the Yolo County Aviation Advisory Committee and the West Plainfield Advisory Committee on Airport Development.  In addition to the 30+ day advance notice of the public hearing, the advisory committees and their agendas were posted 72 hours prior to the meeting.

The hearing was duly noticed 32 days in advance on/in:

· The Yolo County Web Site www.yolocounty.org on the ‘Upcoming Events’ and ‘In the Spotlight’ sections of the home page, and on the Yolo County Airport page (http://www.yolocounty.org/Index.aspx?page=1350 );

· The Woodland Daily Democrat

· The Davis Enterprise

· The Winters Express

The entire Draft EA document was downloadable from the Yolo County Web Site, and printed copies were also made available for public inspection at the Yolo County Administrator’s Office, the Yolo County Planning and Public Works counter, and the Davis Branch Library.

10-15 persons attended the hearing, including several affected residents.

No comments about the document were received, though there were several questions about the tree removal process. County staff confirmed the following:

· That tree topping was not an option, and that full removal of the identified trees was required;

· That lower-growing replacement trees would be planted to offset the lost trees if desired by the property owner;

· That the work would include stump removal;

· That property owners would be allowed to keep the wood if desired;

· That felling would take place outside the nesting season to avoid breeding effects to Swainson’s Hawk and other birds;

· The County must apply for a grant this year to cover the cost of removal. 
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