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SOUTH	  DAVIS	  GENERAL	  PLAN	  CITIZENS	  ADVISORY	  COMMITTEE	  (SDCAC)	  
MINUTES	  OF	  MEETING	  ON	  April	  30,	  2013	  	  

	  	  
Approved	  May	  15,	  2013	  

	  	  	  
Committee	  Present:	  	   	  John	  Cooluris,	  Maureen	  Guerrieri,	  Matt	  Williams,	  Olin	  Woods.	  

Committee	  Absent:	  	   	  Jim	  Bernardy,	  Stan	  Dean	  

Others	  Present:	   Jim	  Provenza	  -‐	  Yolo	  County	  Supervisor,	  District	  4,	  Leroy	  Bertolero	  –	  Yolo	  County	  At-‐
Large	  Planning	  Commissioner,	  David	  Morrison	  –	  Assistant	  Director,	  Planning	  and	  
Public	  Works	  for	  Yolo	  County	  ,	  Landon	  Scarlett	  –	  Recording	  Secretary.	  

Citizens	  Signed	  In:	  	   Mary	  Corliss,	  William	  Corliss,	  Judy	  Hills,	  Eileen	  Gueffroy,	  Donald	  Gueffroy,	  Heather	  
Lauter-‐Clay,	  John	  McDonough,	  Nancy	  McDonough,	  Scott	  Maxwell.	  

1)	  Call	  to	  Order	  –	  Mr.	  Williams,	  Chair,	  called	  the	  meeting	  to	  order	  at	  5:35	  PM	  at	  The	  El	  Macero	  Country	  Club	  

2)	  Introductions	  –	  Mr.	  Williams	  noted	  that	  Stan	  Dean,	  SDCAC	  committee	  member,	  has	  resigned	  as	  he	  is	  moving	  
to	  Oregon.	  	  His	  resignation	  will	  be	  official	  when	  acted	  on	  by	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors.	  Mr.	  Williams	  introduced	  
Nancy	  McDonough	  and	  mentioned	  that	  she	  and	  Scott	  Maxwell	  have	  applied	  to	  be	  members	  of	  SDCAC	  (subject	  to	  
approval	  by	  the	  Yolo	  County	  Supervisors)	  and	  both	  would	  be	  attending	  tonight’s	  meeting.	  	  	  

3)	  Approval	  of	  Agenda:	  
The	  Agenda	  was	  approved	  as	  written	  

MOVED	  BY:	  Woods/SECONDED	  BY:	  Cooluris	  
AYES:	  Cooluris,	  Guerrieri,	  Williams,	  Woods	  
NOES:	  	  None	  
ABSTAIN:	  None	  
ABSENT:	  Bernardy,	  Dean	  

4)	  Approval	  of	  Minutes	  of	  January	  15,	  2013	  	  
MOVED	  BY:	  Cooluris	  /	  SECONDED	  BY:	  Woods	  	  
AYES:	  	  Cooluris,	  Guerrieri,	  Williams,	  Woods	  	  
NOES:	  	  None	  	  
ABSTAIN:	  	  None	  
ABSENT:	  Bernardy,	  Dean	  

Mr.	  Williams	  repeated	  the	  information	  provided	  at	  prior	  SDCAC	  meetings	  that	  draft	  minutes	  and	  meeting	  
agendas	  are	  posted	  on	  the	  County	  website	  http://www.yolocounty.org/Index.aspx?page=2163	  and	  in	  the	  
glass	  case	  on	  Montgomery	  after	  having	  been	  reviewed	  by	  the	  SDCAC.	  
5)	  Correspondence	  and	  Announcements:	  	  None	  

PUBLIC	  FORUM	  

6)	  Public	  Comment	  (for	  items	  not	  on	  the	  Agenda):	  Ms.	  Corliss	  asked	  about	  the	  effective	  date	  of	  the	  
increase	  in	  water	  rates.	  Mr.	  Cooluris	  indicated	  that	  the	  date	  was	  May,	  and	  then	  mentioned	  that	  if	  Willowbank	  
installs	  an	  irrigation	  water	  system	  it	  may	  be	  operable	  within	  2	  years.	  Ms.	  Hills	  asked	  about	  what	  was	  going	  on	  
with	  the	  Nishikawa	  project.	  	  Note:	  This	  last	  issue	  will	  be	  covered	  under	  County	  Report	  below.	  

7)	  County	  Report:	  Mr.	  Morrison	  reported	  on	  3	  items:	  1)	  An	  application	  regarding	  wetlands	  near	  Whitby	  
Island	  (at	  the	  southern	  extremity	  of	  our	  area)	  which	  will	  be	  going	  to	  the	  Planning	  Commission	  shortly;	  2)	  The	  
radio	  tower	  which	  is	  located	  at	  the	  Yolo	  Landfill	  which	  had	  formerly	  been	  proposed	  for	  a	  South	  Davis	  location	  
off	  Mace	  Boulevard;	  and	  3)	  the	  Ruff/Nishikawa	  project.	  	  	  
	  
Re	  the	  latter,	  Mr.	  Morrison	  reported	  that	  the	  application	  to	  consider	  the	  land	  under	  the	  Clustered	  Agricultural	  
Housing	  Ordinance	  had	  been	  withdrawn,	  and	  the	  owners/developer	  have	  applied	  for	  a	  Certificate	  of	  
Compliance,	  a	  voluntary	  action	  to	  have	  the	  County	  recognize	  4	  separate	  and	  legal	  parcels	  in	  Yolo	  County,	  
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which	  are	  ½	  acre,	  10	  acres,	  20	  acres	  and	  40	  acres	  in	  size.	  	  Discussion	  followed	  as	  to	  how	  many	  houses	  could	  
be	  built	  on	  these	  parcels	  under	  current	  law,	  and	  how	  current	  law	  deals	  with	  issues	  of	  historical	  deeds	  and	  
parcels	  too	  small	  to	  build	  upon.	  
	  
Mr.	  Morrison	  noted	  that	  the	  County	  Planning	  Department	  will	  probably	  recommend	  an	  extension	  (with	  
modifications	  based	  on	  what	  has	  been	  learned	  during	  the	  processing	  of	  the	  Ruff	  /Nishikawa	  application)	  of	  
the	  Clustered	  Agricultural	  Housing	  Ordinance	  when	  it	  is	  due	  to	  sunset	  in	  the	  fall	  of	  2013.	  
	  
Supervisor	  Provenza	  noted	  that	  a	  Yolo	  County/City	  of	  Davis	  2x2	  meeting	  is	  scheduled	  for	  Friday	  May	  3	  at	  his	  
office	  at	  8	  am	  and	  that	  the	  Clustered	  Agricultural	  Housing	  Ordinance	  was	  one	  of	  the	  items	  on	  the	  agenda,	  and	  
that	  anyone	  was	  welcome	  to	  attend.	  
	  
Supervisor	  Provenza	  reported	  that	  “The	  County	  is	  doing	  well”	  and	  that	  a	  budget	  is	  expected	  by	  June.	  	  Neither	  
layoffs	  nor	  major	  cutbacks	  are	  expected,	  and	  there	  is	  an	  increase	  of	  county	  reserves	  as	  well	  as	  funding	  for	  
future	  health	  benefits.	  
	  
8)	  DISCUSSION	  ITEMS	  

8.1	  Discussion	  of	  Draft	  Zoning	  Change	  Proposal	  (Cooluris/Williams)	  

Mr.	  Cooluris	  noted	  that	  he	  and	  Mr.	  Williams	  had	  recently	  met	  with	  Mr.	  Morrison	  and	  Mr.	  Parfrey	  at	  the	  
Planning	  Department	  offices,	  and	  that	  prior	  to	  that	  meeting	  Mr.	  Cooluris	  and	  Mr.	  Dean	  had	  formulated	  an	  
interim	  report	  on	  the	  issue	  (see	  Attachment	  A).	  	  Mr.	  Cooluris	  highlighted	  the	  areas	  of	  interest,	  saying	  that	  
residential	  zoning	  codes	  are	  being	  updated	  to	  bring	  them	  into	  accord	  with	  the	  County	  General	  Plan.	  	  Based	  on	  
the	  preamble	  of	  the	  Department	  of	  Planning	  Summary,	  the	  goal	  is	  to	  1)	  allow	  for	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  housing	  uses,	  
2)	  which	  complement	  existing	  residential	  development;	  3)	  while	  at	  the	  same	  time	  pursuing	  an	  increase	  in	  
density;	  and	  4)	  more	  flexibility	  to	  build	  houses	  without	  involving	  use	  permits.	  	  Discussion	  of	  the	  current	  and	  
new	  residential	  zoning	  designations	  followed.	  	  Mr.	  Cooluris	  noted	  that	  the	  existing	  “R-‐1”	  (Residential	  One	  
Family)	  and	  “R-‐S”	  (Residential–Suburban)	  zones	  are	  being	  retired.	  	  

Mr.	  Cooluris’	  opinion	  is	  that	  unincorporated	  communities	  such	  as	  Willowbank	  and	  El	  Macero	  that	  exist	  on	  the	  
edge	  of	  a	  city	  (which	  provides	  for	  the	  commercial	  needs	  of	  these	  unincorporated	  communities)	  should	  be	  
protected	  from	  the	  possibility	  of	  the	  construction	  of	  future	  multi-‐family	  housing	  and	  commercial	  
establishments	  within	  the	  existing	  unincorporated	  community.	  	  That	  protection	  does	  not	  exist	  in	  the	  R-‐L	  zone	  
as	  proposed	  in	  the	  new	  zoning	  recommendations.	  All	  of	  Willowbank	  and	  El	  Macero	  would	  be	  zoned	  R-‐L.	  

Mr.	  Morrison	  explained	  the	  rationale	  behind	  the	  new	  zoning	  policy.	  	  The	  goal	  of	  higher	  density	  began	  as	  an	  
effort	  to	  clean	  up	  the	  air	  (SACOG	  Blueprint-‐Regional	  Land	  Use	  Plan).	  	  In	  concert	  with	  Yolo	  County’s	  primary	  
goal	  of	  protecting	  Ag	  Land,	  the	  new	  General	  Plan	  increases	  densities	  in	  towns	  and	  cities	  while	  reducing	  
densities	  in	  Ag	  areas.	  Mr.	  Morrison	  also	  noted	  the	  need	  for	  equal	  treatment	  under	  the	  law	  for	  all	  communities.	  	  	  

Possible	  options	  were	  discussed.	  Mr.	  Cooluris	  recommended	  either	  1)	  “grandfathering”	  of	  these	  fully	  
developed	  communities	  because	  of	  their	  access	  to	  Davis’	  amenities	  or	  2)	  finding	  a	  suitable	  middle	  ground.	  	  He	  
noted	  that	  the	  issues	  are	  out	  on	  the	  table	  now	  and	  that	  the	  new	  zoning	  rules,	  as	  proposed,	  will	  not	  be	  well	  
received	  in	  either	  the	  Willowbank	  or	  El	  Macero	  neighborhoods.	  	  	  

Mr.	  Morrison	  outlined	  a	  timeline	  leading	  up	  to	  County	  Supervisors’	  approval	  of	  the	  new	  zoning	  code.	  	  There	  
will	  be	  a	  meeting	  with	  Supervisors	  on	  May	  21	  for	  a	  check-‐in	  on	  portions	  of	  the	  draft	  zoning	  code	  that	  are	  not	  
part	  of	  the	  General	  Plan.	  	  There	  will	  be	  a	  CEQA	  review	  in	  June	  and	  July,	  and	  a	  Planning	  Commission	  review	  
and	  final	  recommendation	  to	  the	  Supervisors	  in	  September,	  with	  a	  final	  vote	  by	  the	  Supervisors	  in	  October	  
2013.	  	  Mr.	  Morrison	  said	  he	  would	  be	  glad	  to	  have	  additional	  input	  before	  May	  21.	  

SDCAC	  members	  Williams,	  Cooluris,	  and	  Woods	  encouraged	  citizens	  to	  comment	  at	  the	  May	  21	  Supervisors	  
meeting	  in	  Woodland.	  	  In	  the	  meantime,	  it	  was	  decided	  to	  strive	  for	  a	  new	  SDCAC	  subcommittee	  
(Cooluris/Williams)	  draft	  report	  for	  the	  Supervisors	  and	  another	  SDCAC	  meeting	  before	  May	  21	  to	  discuss	  
the	  draft.	  	  	  
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9)	  ACTION	  ITEMS:	  	  A	  question	  was	  asked	  about	  how	  to	  apply	  to	  be	  on	  the	  SDCAC.	  The	  process	  is	  to	  send	  a	  
completed	  application	  (the	  form	  is	  on-‐line	  at	  
http://www.yolocounty.org/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=10)	  to	  Supervisor	  Provenza.	  	  It	  was	  
noted	  that	  the	  SDCAC	  Standing	  Rules	  currently	  recommend	  a	  maximum	  of	  7	  committee	  members.	  	  	  

After	  a	  motion	  by	  Ms.	  Guerrieri	  ,	  a	  substitute	  motion	  by	  Mr.	  Woods	  was	  seconded	  by	  Mr.	  Williams	  to	  have	  
names	  of	  all	  interested	  applicants	  submitted	  to	  the	  Supervisors	  for	  their	  consideration.	  	  The	  Question	  was	  
called:	  

AYES:	  Cooluris,	  Guerrieri,	  Williams,	  Woods	  
NOES:	  none	  
ABSTAIN:	  none	  
ABSENT:	  Bernardy,	  Dean	  

10.1)	  Next	  Meeting	  of	  SDCAC:	  	  To	  be	  determined	  

10.2)	  FUTURE	  AGENDA	  ITEMS:	  

 Communication	  options	  	  
 Continued	  discussion	  of	  Zoning	  	  

11)	  Adjourn:	  	  the	  meeting	  adjourned	  at	  7:45	  pm	  
MOVED	  BY:	  Cooluris/SECONDED	  BY:	  Guerrieri	  
AYES:	  Cooluris,	  Guerrieri,	  Williams,	  Woods	  
NOES:	  	  None	  
ABSTAIN:	  None	  
ABSENT:	  Bernardy,	  Dean	  

Respectfully	  submitted	  by:	  
	  

	  
Landon	  Scarlett	  
Recording	  Secretary	  
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Attachment	  A	  
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