AGENCY’S RESPONSE PROCEDURE
RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT

The governance of responses to the Grand Jury Final Report is contained in Penal Code §933
and §933.05. Responses must be submitted within 60 or 90 days. Elected officials must
respond within sixty (60) days, governing bodies (for example, the Board of Supervisors)
must respond within ninety (90) days. Please submit all responses in writing and digital
format to the Presiding Judge and the Grand Jury Foreperson.
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have been implemented (attach a summary describing the implemented actions).

Recommendations
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require further analysis (attach an explanation of the analysis or study, and the time frame

for the matter to be prepared by the officer or director of the agency or department being
investigated or reviewed; including the governing body where applicable. The time frame
shall not exceed six (6) months from the date of the Grand Jury Report).
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WEST SACRAMENTO POLICE DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM

May 23, 2014

TO:

HONORABLE DANIEL MAGUIRE,
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
724 COURT STREET WOODLAND, CA 95695

FROM: THOMAS MCDONALD, CHIEF OF POLICE

WEST SACRAMENTO POLICE DEPARTMENT
550 JEFFERSON BLVD. WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 95605

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT-

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS SERVICES IN YOLO COUNTY

The West Sacramento Police Department has received the Grand Jury Report, findings
and recommendations on the above subject matter dated May 13, 2014. This
memorandum is being submitted in direct response to:

R1.

Given the increase in 5150 calls in Yolo County, law enforcement agencies
should develop a plan by October 1, 2014, to provide more officers with
Crisis Intervention Training or departmental in-service training to help them
respond to calls involving mental health issues.

The West Sacramento Police Department currently has 64 sworn police officers.
Of those, 41 officers have attended the Crisis Intervention Training (CIT). The
department recognizes the need for all employees who deal with the public to
further their education and training in the area of mental health awareness. As
such, it was determined that all police personnel (sworn and non-sworn staff) are
to attend CIT by February 2015.

The current CIT course of instruction that is department approved is hosted by the
Sacramento County Regional Intervention Team, in conjunction with the
Sacramento County Sheriff's Department. This course of instruction is a California
POST certified, Plan IV course. They have earned this certification by meeting the
exceptionally stringent standards as set forth by the Peace Officers Standards and
Training Commission of California. This CIT course is taught by a physician, who
specializes in this same field. This class is a one day course designed to assist
first responders with identifying and assisting individuals with mental illness. CIT
is designed to promote community solutions to assist individuals with a mental
illness.




R2.

The training is expected to increase the safety of patrol officers, consumers, family
members, and other citizens within our community. CIT reduces both the stigma
and the need for further contact within the criminal justice system. Students are
provided with an overview of the basic symptomology of mental illnesses, tactics
for communication with the sufferers of mental iliness and an awareness of the
community resources available. All training and attendance is being carefully
tracked and monitored within the department’s training division.

Recognizing the importance of this specialized training, this CIT course through
the West Sacramento Police Department, was offered to other city employees who
are expected to deal with the public. Their attendance is voluntary.

By October 1, 2014, Yolo County law enforcement agencies should develop
an integrated response plan so certified Crisis Intervention Training officers
are the first responders on calls involving individuals in mental health crisis.

All West Sacramento Police sworn and non-sworn personnel will have completed
this CIT by February 2015.

The City of West Sacramento and the police department is currently collaborating
with the Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission
(MHSOAC) in their efforts with the SB82 Grant Program, Community Based Crisis
Response (CBCR). This program is expected to be on-line by the end of 2014.

Two CBCR clinicians will be housed at the West Sacramento Police Department
and will provide a joint response and clinical support to police personnel
responding to those experiencing mental health issues or who are in crisis. They
will offer therapeutic intervention in order to avoid less effective and more costly
alternatives such as hospitalization or jail. The peer counseling component
provides follow-up support after a crisis event has passed. This is in support of
facilitating access to and engaging in services that will prevent future crisis events;
and promote recovery and wellness.

It is anticipated that this program will be offered during evening hours and days of
week with the highest crisis call volume.




