
YOLO COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS FOR 
SPECIAL EVENT FACILITIES IN AGRICULTURAL ZONES 

 
 
An excerpt from the Yolo County Code zoning regulations (see 
http://www.yolocounty.org/community-development/planning-public-works/planning-
division/2014-zoning-code): 
 
Sec. 8-2.306 (k) 
 
(k)  Special event facilities 
 

(1) Special event facilities include farm and residential land and structures that are used for 
for-profit, paid events such as weddings, tastings, special or seasonal celebrations, 
rodeos, and other gatherings, and may include tasting rooms. Special event facilities are 
characterized as “small” or “large” depending on construction of new structures, the 
number of events that are held in a given year, the number attendees, and the amount of 
traffic that is generated.  “Small special event facilities” are those that do not involve the 
construction of substantial new structures used by the public, hold no more than one 
event per month, or twelve events per year, attract fewer than 150 attendees at each 
event, and each event generates less than 100 vehicle trips.  “Large special event 
facilities” are those that involve construction of substantial new structures used by the 
public, hold more than twelve events per year, or the events attract more than 150 
attendees or generate more than 100 vehicle trips. Large special event facilities receive a 
greater level of review to ensure that any potential impacts are addressed. 
 

(2) A special event facility located on a parcel that is greater than 40 acres, holds no more 
than one (1) event per month or eight (8) events per year, and generates less than 100 
vehicle trips or fewer than 150 attendees per event, whichever is less, is allowed by right. 
At the discretion of the Planning Director, a Site Plan Review or Minor Use Permit may be 
required if there are any agricultural, residential, vehicle access, traffic, or other 
compatibility issues, or if any of the development standards are not met. 
 

(3) Any structures used by the public, i.e., barns, indoor riding arenas, etc., are required to 
be fully permitted, and shall be classified with respect to the occupancy group and the 
listed use, as determined by the Chief Building Official. Agriculturally exempt structures 
shall not be used by the public. 
 

(4) Small special event facilities are allowed with the issuance of a Site Plan Review in the A-
N and A-X agricultural zones and in the RR-5 residential zone. Small special event 
facilities are allowed with a Minor Use Permit in the A-R zone and in the RR-1 and R-L 
residential zones.  Small special events facilities are allowed by right with building permits 
only in the A-C and A-I zones, provided that the project is designed to be compatible with 
any adjoining agricultural operations and single family residences. At the discretion of the 
Planning Director, a Minor Use Permit may be required for a small project if there are any 
agricultural, residential, vehicle access, traffic, or other compatibility issues, or if any of 
the development standards are not met. A Minor Use Permit shall be required if the 
project involves noise generating activities after 10 p.m. 
 

(5) Large special event facilities require the issuance of a Minor Use Permit in the A-N and 
A-X zones. At the discretion of the Planning Director, a Major Use Permit may be 
required for a large project if there are any agricultural, residential, vehicle access, traffic, 
or other compatibility issues, or if any of the development standards are not met. A Major 



Use Permit shall be required if the project involves noise generating activities after 10 
p.m. 
 

(6) Special event facilities shall provide adequate on-site parking for all attendee’s vehicles, 
including service providers. Permanent parking spaces, either of gravel or other 
permeable surface, shall be provided for all sales, gift, handicraft and food service areas.  
Paved handicapped spaces shall be provided as required. Parking for special events, 
weddings, marketing promotional events, and similar functions may utilize temporary, 
overflow parking areas. Limitations on the number of guests may be based on availability 
of off-street parking. Overflow parking areas may be of dirt, decomposed granite, gravel 
or other permeable surface, provided that the parking area is fire safe. On-street parking 
shall not be permitted. 
 

(7) Access to any tourist or sales facility shall be connected directly to a public road. Where a 
facility is located on a private road, access shall be subject to the review and approval of 
the Director and local Fire District. 
 

(8) The project must be designed to be compatible with any adjoining agricultural operations 
and single family residences, including appropriate setbacks, landscaping, and parking.  
Adequate land area must be available for the provision of on-site services, e.g., 
leachfields, to accommodate the projected number of attendees. 

 
 
 
For any further questions about these regulations, contact: 
 
Eric Parfrey, Principal Planner 
eric.parfrey@yolocounty.org 
(530) 666-8043 

mailto:eric.parfrey@yolocounty.org

