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Color-Coded Food Safety Rating System 

for Yolo County Food Facilities  

April Meneghetti, Supervising EH Specialist 

John Rogers, Part-Time EH Specialist, Yolo Co.  
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   Goals of the Color-Coded (GYR) System 

• Improve food safety awareness 

• Reduce foodborne illness 

• Increase consumer confidence 

with a highly visible system 

• Increase compliance with food 

safety laws 
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   Nine Northern California Counties with GYR 

• Sacramento – January 2007 

• Alameda - July 2012 

• Santa Clara – October 2014 

• Butte – January 2015 

• Marin – January 2015 

• San Mateo – January 2016 

• Placer – March 2016 

• Contra Costa – April 2016 

• Sonoma – June 2016 
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   Color-Coded Disclosure System 

• Patterned after Toronto 

• Easy to Understand: Pass/Fail 

• Simple Formula – based on 

major food safety violations 

• Allows for Re-Inspections 
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   Based on Five CDC Major Risk Factors 

• Improper Holding Temperatures 

• Inadequate Cooking 

• Poor Personal Hygiene 

• Contaminated Equipment 

• Food from Unsafe Sources 
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•  No more than one major 

violation (corrected at the 

inspection) 

   Green (PASS) Placard Criteria  
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• Two or more major 

violations (corrected at 

the inspection), or 

• The same major 

violation noted in three 

or more consecutive 

inspections, or 

• Violation of a 

Compliance Agreement 

 

   Yellow (CONDITIONAL PASS) Placard Criteria 
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•  Any major violation that 

poses an imminent health 

hazard and cannot be 

corrected during the 

inspection 

   Red (CLOSED) Placard Criteria 
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   Re-Inspection Standards 

• Re-inspections for Yellow 

Placards will be conducted within 

three department business days, 

but typically within one or two 

days. 

• Re-inspections for Red Placards 

will be conducted once the 

violation has been corrected and 

within 3 business days after a 

request for a re-inspection. 
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   Re-Inspection Charges 

• No charge will be assessed for the 

first re-inspection but subsequent 

re-inspections will be charged per 

each routine inspection. 
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   Posting Requirements  

• Within five feet of the 

entry door 

• In a display case on 

the outside within five 

feet of the entry door 

• For shared facilities, at 

the initial patron 

contact area 

• Other location 

approved by the 

Health Officer 
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Campylobacteriosis and Samonellosis Data as 

Indicators of Food Safety Program Performance 

 
California Reportable Diseases 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/data/statistics/Pages/CDdata.aspx  

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/data/statistics/Pages/CDdata.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/data/statistics/Pages/CDdata.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/data/statistics/Pages/CDdata.aspx
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Outreach 

• Food Industry Group 

• Citizen Advisory Committees 

• Workshops with Food Facility Operators  

• Presentation to Yolo County Health Council 

• Online information 
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   Next Steps 

• County Ordinance Changes – 

Nov. 2016 

• Field Trials/Soft Roll-Out – 

January thru June 2017 

• Classes for Operators – Spring 

and Summer 2017 

• Full Start Date: July 1, 2017 
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   Questions? 

 April Meneghetti 

april.meneghetti@yolocounty.org 

 530-666-8646 

 John Rogers 

johnrogers8200@gmail.com 

  707-367-1929 

mailto:april.meneghetti@yolocounty.org
mailto:johnrogers8200@gmail.com

