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Clarksburg Ag District - Crop Acreage
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A total of 87% of all farmland within the proposed Clarksburg Ag District is devoted to 
five crops.  The next five largest crops (by acreage) within Clarksburg are: (6) cucumber 
seed; (7) corn; (8) ornamental turf; (9) ryegrass; and (10) pears.  The top 10 crops 
account for over 95% of active farmland in Clarksburg.  Active farmland (excluding land 
designated by the Ag Commissioner to be fallow, undesignated, no commodity, or 
developed) makes up approximately 15% of the Clarksburg Ag District.   



Percentage of Top 5 Crops 
Grown in Clarksburg by Value
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Clarksburg accounts for 9.4% of the total County active farmland, but produces 21.65% 
of the value for the top five crops within the County.  This is even more impressive, 
considering that no almonds are grown within the Clarksburg area.  The total estimated 
value of the top five crops grown within the Clarksburg area is $37.5 million for 2006. 
 
Overall, Clarksburg accounts for the following portions of selected total County crop 
production: Tomatoes – 3.8%; Alfalfa – 17.4%; Grapes – 63.8%; Almonds – 0%; Seeds 
– 12.1%; Safflower – 20.8%; Wheat – 9.4%; Ryegrass – 15.5%; Pears – 85.1%; and 
Ornamental Turf – 38.7%. 
 



Family Ownership Distribution 
Within Clarksburg Ag District
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A total of sixteen family groups own nearly half (47.6%) of all active farmland within the 
Clarksburg area.  Collectively, various members of the Merwin and Hunn families own 
3,123 acres, or 10.5% of all active farmland in the proposed district.  Other large owners 
(more than 800 acres) include: Ramos family (1,608 acres); Elliot family (1,036 acres); 
Wilson family (1,027 acres); Silverado Vineyards (987 acres); Pylman family (921 acres); 
and Lake Winchester Vineyards (893 acres).  Together, these eight groups account for 
9,595 acres, or 32.3 percent of total active farming ownership. 
 
Another 26 groups own active farmland in amounts ranging between 200 and 400 acres, 
or 23.3 percent of the total.  Together with the first category, these 42 groups own 71 
percent of active farmland in Clarksburg.  Owners of 100 to 200 acres consist of 30 
families or companies, and make up an additional 13.4 percent.  The remaining 15% of 
land is owned by 87 groups, each owning 100 acres or less.   
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