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April Meneghetti, REHS

Director of Environmental Health

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK PROGRAM

TEMPORARY ABANDONMENT REQUIREMENTS

All temporary abandonment measures must be enacted within 15 days of permit issuance to avoid voiding the permit. Abandonment or temporary closure of a tank without a permit issued by Yolo County Environmental Health will be considered an improper closure and is subject to a $5,000 fine per day for each underground storage tank!!!

As per Title 23, California Code of Regulations, Division 3, Chapter 16, Section 2671 and Yolo County, the following are temporary underground storage tank closure requirements:

1. A temporary closure permit is valid for 12 consecutive months. At the end of twelve months the underground storage tank system must be issued an operating permit and put back into use or the tanks removed.

2. Temporary closure permits may be extended for one (1) additional year but this practice is discouraged. Temporary closure permit extensions will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 

3. Underground storage tanks that have had an unauthorized release do not qualify for temporary closure unless the tank owner and/or operator can demonstrate to Yolo County Environmental Health that appropriate authorized repairs have been made which make the underground storage tank capable of storing hazardous substances in accordance with the permit to be issued.

4. Piping shall be rinsed and drained back into the underground storage tank(s).

5. All residual liquid, solids, or sludge shall be removed from the underground storage tank system, and handled and disposed of properly by a permitted disposal facility. Documentation showing disposal by a permitted facility shall be submitted to Yolo County Environmental Health.

6. If the underground storage tank contained a hazardous substance that could produce flammable vapors at standard temperature and pressure, it shall be inerted, as often as necessary, to levels that will preclude an explosion. Yolo County Environmental Health requires the tank(s) purged of flammable vapors by testing vapors for levels of lower explosive limits below 18% and/or oxygen levels below 5%. These readings are to be confirmed by using a combustible gas meter. To inert the underground storage tank, dry ice, which can be either crushed or in pellet form, shall be used. Nitrogen or carbon dioxide cylinders will not be used.

7. Except for required venting, all fill and access locations and piping shall be sealed using locking caps or concrete plugs.

8. Power service shall be disconnected from all pumps associated with the use of underground storage tanks. The only exception to this is if the power services some other equipment which is not being closed (i.e.: the cathodic protection system).

9. The underground storage tank shall be inspected by the owner or operator every 3 months to verify that the temporary closure measures are still in place. These inspections shall be documented and a copy shall be forwarded to Yolo County Environmental Health. These inspections should include but are not limited to:

a. Visual inspection of all locked caps and concrete plugs

b. If locking caps are used, then one should be removed to determine if any liquids or other substances have been added to the underground storage tank by sticking the tank manually or utilizing an ATG (if it is still operational)

10. At no point while an underground storage tank is temporarily abandoned shall that tank receive a delivery of product (i.e. petroleum).

11. Please call (530) 666-8646 to schedule an inspection of the temporary abandonment. Please have documentation showing that all of the above requirements have been met.

I understand the above requirements that apply to a temporary abandonment of an underground storage tank in Yolo County and agree to abide by these requirements. I understand that a temporary abandonment permit is only good for 12 months at which point the tanks must be removed, an operating permit applied for and the tanks put back into service, or an extension of the temporary abandonment permit must be applied for.





Print Name: ________________________________	Business Name: ________________________________





Signature: _________________________________	Facility Address: _______________________________





       Date: ________________________			Approved By: __________________________________








“Investing In Our Community’s Future”

