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Needs Assessment Activities 

• Secondary Data Analysis 
– Medi-Cal Dental Indicators Report (2013 – 15) 
– Other secondary data 

 
• Community Resident Survey (507 responses) 
 
• Community Dental Provider Survey (39 responses) 
 
• Community Health Center Survey (3 responses) 
 
• Community Leader Interview (5 interviews) 

 
 
 



Secondary Data Analysis –  
Medi-Cal Enrollment 

• Medi-Cal enrollment increased dramatically since 2013 due to the ACA, 
with most growth occurring among adults 

 
• ~11% of Yolo County residents uninsured, but up to 1 in 3 privately insured 

likely lack dental coverage 



Secondary Data Analysis –  
Provider Supply 

• In 2013, Yolo County was among the 16 California counties 
with an insufficient number of providers willing to accept new 
child Denti-Cal enrollees (California State Auditor Report) 

 
  

County 
Accept NEW Child Denti-Cal Beneficiaries 

(Provider to Beneficiary Ratio) 

Yolo 1:2,487 

Sacramento 1:2,585 

Napa 1:1,767 

Solano 1:1,588 

California Standard 1:2,000 



Secondary Data Analysis –  
Denti-Cal Utilization 

• Yolo County Denti-Cal beneficiaries utilize services at notably lower 
rates than California Denti-Cal beneficiaries overall – especially children 

 



Secondary Data Analysis –  
ED Visits for Dental 

• The rate of ED visits by Yolo residents with dental problems as 
principle diagnosis increased between 2008 and 2015 – 
especially among adults 



Secondary Data Analysis – 
Children’s Preventive Screening 

• Data from two screening programs show a small but parallel increase in 
proportion of screened children with class II or III tooth decay. 



Community Resident Survey 
• 507 responses (51% Spanish speakers) 
• Biggest problem accessing dental services is long wait times for appointment for 

both adults and children with Denti-Cal (45% and 40%) 
• 30% of adult respondents lacked coverage and 23% lacked a usual source of care  



Community Dental Provider Survey 

• 39 responses (est. 116 licensed dentists in Yolo) 
• A very small number of dentists accept Denti-Cal, including virtually no 

specialists  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Oral health priority ranking 
1. Fluoridating water (92% support) 
2. Increasing access to dental services for children 
3. Expanding dental screening and prevention services for children 



Community Health Center Survey 
• 12,081 dental patients in 2016 / 76% Denti-Cal 
 
• Limited capacity to meet patient needs (1 mo+ wait) 
 
• Significant specialty access issues for Denti-Cal 

– Endodontic, periodontic, oral surgery 
 

• Oral health priorities 
1. Increasing access to dental services for ADULTS 
2. Expanding dental screening and prevention services for children 
3. Integrating oral health with primary care 
4. Fluoridating the water in our communities 

 



Themes:  
Oral Health Barriers/Challenges 

• Barriers to timely access for adult and child Denti-Cal beneficiaries 
– Major under-supply of dentists accepting Denti-Cal 
– Limited health center capacity 
– Extremely limited specialty dental access (endodontics, periodontics, 

oral surgery) 
– Denti-Cal beneficiaries report long wait times 

 
 

• Children’s dental utilization and oral health outcomes  
– Child Denti-Cal beneficiaries utilize dental care at significantly lower 

rates than for California overall 
– Screening identification of tooth decay has increased among Yolo 

dental screening programs 
 

 



Themes: 
Oral Health Priorities 

 Community Dental 
Provider Survey 

Community Health 
Center Survey 

Community Leader 
Interviews 

Expanding dental screening/prevention for CHILDREN X X X 

Fluoridating water in our communities X X X 

Increasing access to dental services for CHILDREN X   

Integrating oral health with primary care  X  

Increasing access to dental services for ADULTS  X  

Expanded dental services for low-income and migrant 
communities   X 

Exploration of sugary beverages tax   X 

 



 



Next Steps 

• Steering committee will continue. 
 

• Develop action items. 
 

• Study models to address priorities. 
 

• Present and share plan widely. 
 

• Seek funding sources. 
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