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West Sacramento Man Sentenced To 42 Years in State Prison  
For Vehicular Manslaughter and Domestic Violence 

 
(Woodland, CA) – July 21, 2017 - District Attorney Jeff Reisig announced that on 
July 20, 2017, the Honorable Paul K. Richardson sentenced 33-year-old West 
Sacramento man Steven Hendrix on two separate cases. First, the Court sentenced 
the Hendrix on one count of gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, one 
count of driving while under the influence causing injury with an enhancement for 
injuring multiple victims, and four separate counts of child endangerment.  Next 
the Court also resentenced Hendrix in a domestic violence case from 2015 which 
included two counts of felony domestic violence from two separate dates. Hendrix 
had been convicted of the domestic violence case on February 19, 2016 and was 
allowed to stay out of jail after posting bail. Hendrix then committed the vehicular 
manslaughter just five days later on February 24, 2016.  
 
In May 2017 a jury heard four weeks of evidence. The evidence showed that on 
February 24, 2016, the Hendrix drove a car at speeds of over 80 miles per hour in a 
45 miles per hour zone on Second Street in Davis which is a two lane road. 
Hendrix was intoxicated by both methamphetamine and marijuana.  Hendrix 
started tailgating one driver within just a few feet of the rear bumper. He then 



passed this driver in the bike lane as she was "driving like Miss Daisy."  While 
passing this driver the Hendrix came within a few feet of side swiping a bicyclist 
who was riding well within the bike lane. Hendrix then passed another car in the 
suicide lane after passing the bicyclist. As Hendrix started to weave back into the 
normal lane of traffic, he crashed into 71-year-old Cynthia Jonasen as she turned 
off Cantrill onto Second Street. 
  
Mrs. Jonasen died almost immediately from her injuries. Hendrix also had his 
domestic violence victim, her three minor children, her sister, her sister’s young 
child, and three dogs in the car that he was driving. All of the people in his car 
were injured and at least two of the victims are still experiencing symptoms of 
those injuries. 
  
A prior jury had heard evidence of two separate incidents of domestic violence that 
occurred in April and June of 2015.  During the April incident, Hendrix placed his 
hands around his girlfriend’s neck and squeezed while lifting her off the floor.  An 
argument between the two continued into the living room where Hendrix again 
placed his hands around her neck, strangling her on the couch.  During the June 
incident, Hendrix used one hand to strangle his girlfriend as she was lying in their 
bed.  She told a police officer that she did not lose consciousness but that she was 
unable to breathe for a period of two seconds.  Hendrix later strangled her in the 
kitchen, this time with her sister looking on.  The children were also present during 
these violent attacks. The Honorable Samuel McAdams found true the allegation 
of prior domestic violence incident in Sacramento County in 2011 as well as a 
prior strike conviction. 

 
The jury in the most recent case found true the allegations that Hendrix suffered 
the same prior strike conviction for a felony first degree residential burglary in 
2011.  The jury also found true allegations that the Hendrix had served a prison 
term and that he committed the vehicular manslaughter while out on bail.  These 
priors all serve to enhance his overall sentence. 
  
Based on careful consideration of all the facts and circumstances of both cases the 
Honorable Paul K. Richardson sentenced the defendant to total prison sentence of 
42 years and 4 months in the California State Prison.  
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