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PHYSICIAN ON SCENE 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To define patient care responsibilities when a Physician is on the scene of a medical 
emergency, and one (1) or more Paramedic personnel are present. 
 
AUTHORITY 
 
Health & Safety Code, Division 2.5, Chapter 4, Article 1, § 1797.220 
Health & Safety Code, Division 2.5, Chapter 5, § 1798.2 
California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 9 
 
POLICY 
 

I. It is the policy of the Yolo County Emergency Medical Services Agency (YEMSA) that 
a Paramedic encountering a Physician on the scene shall maintain responsibility for 
patient care unless the Physician assumes responsibility for patient care and 
accompanies the patient to the hospital. 

II. A Paramedic may assist the patient's Physician provided the Paramedic operates 
within their approved YEMSA Scope of Practice. 

 
PROCEDURE 
 

I. Physician is a bystander: 
A. Take care of patient first. 
B. Require identification (ID).  If needed, use card (see below) provided by State of 

California. 
C. If the Physician wishes to do more than offer assistance, s/he must get approval 

from the Base Hospital. 
D. If the Physician wishes care given that does not conform to the Paramedic 

personnel’s training, Scope of Practice, and YEMSA protocols, explain to the 
Physician that their Paramedic license prevents them from doing anything that 
does not conform to their training, Scope of Practice, YEMSA policies/protocols, 
and Base Hospital medical control. 

1. The Physician must: 
a. Assume responsibility for the patient.  Provide the care s/he wishes. 
b. Accompany the patient to the hospital. 

 
E. In the event of conflict, follow orders of medical control and document events. 

 
II. Physician is patient’s Physician: 

A. Require ID, if Physician is unknown to the Paramedic. 
B. The patient's Physician may administer medication from his/her drug inventory. 
C. The Paramedic may follow the patient's Physician orders if they do not conflict 

with the Paramedic’s Scope of Practice. 
 

III. If there is a conflict between patient's Physician orders and the Paramedic’s Scope of 
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Practice, explain that you can legally only treat within the YEMSA Paramedic’s Scope 
of Practice.  Contact medical control and ask patient's Physician to discuss any 
problem issues with the Base Hospital. 

 
EMSA/CMA PHYSCIAN ON SCENE SAMPLE CARD: 
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