COUNTY OF YOLO

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

SECTION 5, CHAPTER 11, POLICY 017

PRESCRIPTIONS AND DRUG FORMULARY FOR CLIENTS OF YOLO COUNTY
HHSA AND CONTRACTED PROVIDERS

A. PURPOSE: To ensure prescriptions for clients of Yolo County Health and Human Services (HHSA) and
County-contracted providers are written by authorized, licensed prescribers and that medications are
listed on the HHSA Drug Formulary or have a prior autharization.

B. FORMS REQUIRED/ATTACHMENTS:
a. Attachment A - Yolo County HHSA Drug Formulary
C. DEFINITIONS:

County-contracted provider: an agency that has a Board of Supervisors approved agreement with
HHSA to provide behavioral health services.

D. POLICY: HHSA and County-contracted prescribers will adhere to guidelines for writing prescriptions.
All prescriptions will be issued by providers lawfully authorized to prescribe. HHSA recognizes the
following as authorized prescribers: psychiatrist; nurse practitioner (NP); and physician assistant (PA).
NPs may prescribe drugs and devices within the NP's scope of practice. PAs may prescribe drugs and
Schedule II-IV controlled substances that are listed on the drug formulary, and as delegated and
approved by the supervising physician. Current California law limits a psychiatrist/physician to
supervise no more than four (4) PAs at one time. The supervising physician should complete a
Delegation of Services Agreement to delegate in writing, services that a PA may provide,

E. PROCEDURE
1. Prescriptions shall be issued by an HHSA or County-contracted provider, as recognized above.
2. Prescriptions shall only be issued to open, current clients seen by that provider.

3. Medications prescribed should be on the HHSA Drug Formulary (see Attachment A), or otherwise
have a prior authorization or medication/pharmacy services Treatment Authorization Request
(TAR) for Partnership Healthplan of California (PHC) Medi-Cal clients.

4. HHSA and County-contracted providers shall not pay for any prescriptions in which an alternate
payer is identified for the client or the client has Medi-Cal and medication is covered by the Medi-
Cal or PHC Formulary.
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5. If it is determined that an HHSA client is financially unable to pay for his/her own medication
and/or has no prescription insurance coverage, the provider may refer the client to benefits via 3
case manager to assist the client in applying for the Patient Assistance Program (PAP).

6. The HHSA Medical Director or his/her designee is responsible for maintaining, updating, and
distributing the formulary to authorized providers, clinics, and contract pharmacies, if applicable.
The formulary shall be revised as often as determined necessary by the Medical Director.

7. HHSA and County-contracted providers shall prescribe formulary medications whenever possible,
based on a tiered system and within guidelines on any formulary restrictions:

F: Formulary

RF: Restricted Formulary

NF: Non-formulary

Tier 1: no restrictions; prior authorization or TAR required for Brand Name

Tier 2: quantity restrictions; age restrictions; failure of other medications tried first

F. REFERENCES:

California Business & Professions Code, § 2725

California Business & Professions Code, § 2836.1, 2836.4
California Business & Professions Code, § 3502(c}), 3502.1
California Code of Regulations, Title 16, § 1395.540

Welfare and Institutions Code, § 16800

Approved by:

Karen Larsen, Dire
Yolo County Healt

Wrington, Medicat Digecfor Ddte :
olo County Health and-Human Services Agency
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