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PSC 35 (Avatar Desk Reference) 

 

The purpose of this desk reference is to provide guidance in how to complete a PSC 35 
(Psychiatric Symptoms Checklist) within the PSC 35 Form in Avatar. 

 

 

 

Menu Path 

Avatar CWS > Assessments > Yolo County Assessments > PSC 35 or you can enter 
“PSC 35” under Search Forms 

 

 

Details 
• The PSC 35 is a psychosocial screening tool required by the state. 
• Parents/caregivers will complete a manual version of the PSC 35 for their 

children/youth ages 3 up to 18. 
• Assigned staff will input the parent/caregiver scores into the Avatar form. 
• The PSC 35 is to be completed at the beginning of treatment, every 6 months 

following the first administration and at the end of treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Heads Up!  

• If you need to deselect an option, please place cursor in field that needs to be deselected and use 
the F5 button on your keyboard. 
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Steps 
  Open the PSC 35 form.  

 

 Enter the client name (Name is in the format “Last Name, First name” or you can 
enter the Medical Record Number (MR#) if known. 

 
 

  Select the appropriate episode. REMINDER: the episode cannot be an Access 
episode. 

 
 

 Enter the “Assessment Date” - Enter the date that the parent/caregiver filled out 
the PSC 35 (note: all red fields are mandatory entries) 
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 Enter the “Assessment Type.” 

 
 Definitions: 

• Initial – client is entering the mental health system (new clients or those who 
have been previously discharged).  

• Reassessment – every 6 months until discharge. 
• Discharge – client is leaving the mental health system. 
• Administrative Close – informing the system that the client has stopped treatment 

or left the system and won’t be receiving any further assessments. 
• Urgent – performed for special, rare cases identified as urgent by mental health 

practitioners (i.e. client experiencing crisis).  

  

 

 Enter the answer to “Does client have a caregiver?” 

 
Note: Examples of a ‘no’ answer could be an emancipated teen filling out the 
assessment on themselves or a social worker filling it out for their client. 

 

 Enter scores of the 35 items related to symptomology as reported by 
parent/caregiver. 
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 Determination section – The score and the Client’s Date of Birth are 
automatically populated.  Select Yes or No on the “Psychological Impairment” 
question. 
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Clicking on the lightbulb will provide guidance on how to answer the question.  This 
lightbulb says: 

Using the total score and the client’s age determine if psychological impairment is 
present.  Ages 4-5: A total score of 24 or higher indicates psychological impairment.  
Ages 6-16: A total score of 28 or higher indicates psychological impairment. 

 

 Additional Questions – Enter the answers from the PSC 35 filled out by the 
parent/caregiver. 

 
 

 Click the ‘Submit’ button. 
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