ATTACHMENT B 
YOLO COUNTY DRAFT 2030 COUNTYWIDE GENERAL PLAN 
SUMMARY OF KEY PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
AND ACTIONS, ORGANIZED BY ELEMENT
LAND USE AND COMMUNITY CHARACTER ELEMENT

Range and Balance of Land Uses (Goal LU-1)

Policy LU-1.1 greatly simplifies the County’s framework for designation of planned land uses countywide, by replacing the current system of 75 base land use designations with 12.  Table LU-1 shows how the 1983 land use designations would be converted into the new simplified designations.  Table LU-4 specifies the density and intensity of uses allowed within each of the new designations.   

Significant to note is how these densities and intensities correspond to the County’s commitment to economic development and smart growth.  The Agriculture (AG) designation, for example, allows for agricultural industrial uses and agricultural commercial uses without need for a General Plan Amendment.  This will make it easier for siting future processing facilities and agri-tourism uses at farms and ranches.  

Proposed densities for the four residential categories are summarized below.  The four residential categories are also important in that they are defined as allowing specific smart growth density ranges that both satisfy SACOG Blueprint recommendations, but are also establish clear consistency with Section 65583.2(c)(3)(B) of the Government Code (Housing Element law) for the Residential High designation which will be necessary to satisfy Housing Element requirements in the future.

Residential Rural (RR):  1 du/5ac to <1 du/ac (1du/2.5ac typical yield).  

Residential Low (RL):  1 du/ac to <10 du/ac (7du/ac typical yield).

Residential Medium (RM):  10 du/ac to <20 du/ac (15 du/ac typical yield)

Residential High (RH):  >20 du/ac (25 du/ac typical yield)

Also proposed are six “overlay” designations which allow the County to account for the following special circumstances:  

· Natural Heritage Overlay (NHO) applies to focused conservation areas identified in the Yolo Natural Heritage Program.

· Agricultural District Overlay (ADO) applies to designated agricultural districts.

· Delta Protection Overlay (DPO) applies to the State designated “primary zone” of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, as defined in the Delta Protection Act.

· Mineral Resource Overlay (MRO) applies to State designated mineral resource zones (MRZ-2)

· Specific Plan Overlay (SPO) applies to existing developed areas adjacent to identified Specific Plan designated land.

· Tribal Trust Overlay (TTO) applies to tribal trust lands held by the federal government for recognized tribal governments.

Policy LU-2 references the official General Plan Land Use Diagram.  This map is required by state law and must be fully correlated with the Circulation Diagram in the Circulation Element.

Agricultural Preservation (Goal LU-2)

This goal, and related policies and actions, complement the Agriculture and Economic Development Element.

Policy LU-2.1 establishes the minimum agricultural buffer requirement at 300-feet.

Policy LU-2.2 identifies anticipated new agricultural commercial and agricultural industrial growth through 2030 totaling 854 acres countywide.

Policy LU-2.3 restricts parcels of less than 20 acres as follows: 1) discourage residential development; 2) encourage lot mergers to achieve larger parcel sizes; 3) encourage the clustering of homes within and between properties; 4) encourage transfers of development rights to areas where additional farm dwellings are needed, such as organic farms that are labor intensive; 5) encourage deed restrictions, site design, and development themes that support the agricultural use of the land; and 6) aggressively limit the impacts of residential development where it does occur. 

Growth Management (Goal LU-3)

Policy LU-3.1 specifies that new residential growth is limited solely to those areas designated on the Land Use Diagram.
Policy LU-3.2 identifies up to approximately 13,400 new residential units allowed countywide through 2030.
Policy LU-3.3 identifies targeted industrial and commercial land uses (biotechnology, research and development with links to UC Davis, and planned regional commercial) and allowed industrial and commercial acreage (not including agriculturally related businesses) through 2030 totaling 2,341 acres countywide. 

Policy LU-3.4 establishes a new process for substantive General Plan amendments that requires Board of Supervisors approval of a proposed application before the staff to required to accept it for filing.

Policy LU-3.9 affirms that the intent of allowing residences on agriculturally designated land is to provide housing for those directly related to the on-site farming activity.

Policy LU-3.10 prohibits the development of rural residential development adjoining existing city and community growth boundaries.
Delta Land Use and Resource Management (Goal LU-4)

Policy LU-4.2 continues active involvement with state and regional efforts to establish policy and regulation for the Delta, to promote the economic and social sustainability of the town of Clarksburg, the viability of the Clarksburg Agricultural District, the habitat needs of the Yolo Natural Heritage Program, and the water resources needed for the success of each of these efforts.

Equitable Land Use Decisions (Goal LU-5)

Policy LU-5.1 requires that land use decisions and land use burdens countywide be balanced so that there is not a disproportionate impact to any one group of residents because of age, culture, ethnicity, gender, race, socio-economic status, or other arbitrary factor. 

Policy LU-5.3 supports strategies to overcome linguistic, institutional, cultural, economic and historic barriers to effective public participation in the planning process.

Policy LU-5.7 supports the use of Community Advisory Committees to ensure direct, local input on land use issues and project applications.

Intra-County coordination (Goal LU-6)

Policy LU-6.1 supports continued development of strong working relationships and effective inter-governmental review procedures with the Rumsey Band of Wintun Indians, regarding their landholdings and interests, including the Cache Creek Casino Resort.

Policy LU-6.2 supports coordination with the University of California at Davis regarding the Long Range Development Plan (LRDP), campus facilities, off-campus agricultural and open space property, and joint venture development with the private sector.
Policy LU-6.4 requires negotiation with each of the cities related to planning within spheres of influence; development impact fees for funding of regional parks and open space, regional roadways, and government services that benefit the entire County (including incorporated areas); and “replacement” funding for revenues foregone to protect agriculture and rural character.
Policy LU-6.9 requires that development agreements, tribal agreements, memorandums of understanding, and other similar arrangements add value to the community value by securing “net” public benefits over and above CEQA mitigation requirements and conditions of approval.

Policy LU-6.11 supports coordination with the City of Davis regarding the following projects: (1) special needs housing, including housing for seniors in the area north of Covell Boulevard and west of State Route 113; (2) land uses that complement UC Davis, the University Retirement Community, Sutter-Davis Hospital, and other nearby social services in the area north of Covell Boulevard and west of State Route 113; (3) alternatives for the Binning Estates project including the clustering of residential units and increased densities; (4) extension of water and sewer infrastructure to the Binning Farms community; (5) life science, bio-technology, and related research uses along the Interstate 80 corridor; and (6) commercial and mixed uses at Covell Boulevard/Pole Line Road and coordinated planning with the Hunt Wesson site.

Regional Coordination (Goal LU-7)

Policy LU-7.4 supports collaboration with SACOG and its other member jurisdictions to develop a mutually-acceptable plan for open space conservation, habitat protection and mitigation banking, to ensure that Yolo County is appropriately compensated when its land is used to achieve region-wide environmental benefits.

Policy LU-7.5 support efforts to adopt a regional tax measure that would fund open space acquisition, protection and maintenance.

Preservation of Rural Character (Goal CC-1)

Policy CC-1.2 identifies the rural landscape as an important scenic feature of the County.

Policy CC-1.3 identifies the rural night sky as an important scenic feature of the County. 

Policy CC-1.10 protects ridgelines and hillsides from development.

Policy CC-1.11 requires the development of open space corridors, bike paths and County parks as a part of the project approval process, where appropriate.

Policies CC-1.13 designates local scenic roadways, including: State Route 16 (Colusa County line to Capay); State Route 128 (Winters to Napa County line); County Roads 116 and 116B (Knights Landing to eastern terminus of County Road 16); County Roads 16 and 117, and Old River Road (County Road 107 to West Sacramento); and South River Road (West Sacramento City Limits to Sacramento County line).
Community Planning (Goal CC-2)

Policy CC-2.1 requires planned growth to pay the full cost of new development, plus benefit residents in each existing community through efforts that, among other things, result in basic urban services and community sustainability.

Policy CC-2.4 emphasizes that the unincorporated communities are retail, service, and employment centers for local residents, as well as residents of surrounding rural (agricultural) areas.  

Policy CC-2.6 gives priority to infill and redevelopment projects over planned development at the community edge.

Policy CC-2.7 provides for higher density housing and mixed-use development in the downtown areas of the unincorporated communities.
Policy CC-2.12 establishes the target yield of 16 jobs per acre for industrial, commercial, and other job-generating land uses. 

Policy CC-2.14 encourages local hiring and buying practices.

Policy CC-2.16 establishes sustainable design and smart growth standards for development within the communities.  
Planned Growth (Goal CC-3

Policy CC-3.1 also requires update the existing area general plans for Capay Valley, Clarksburg, Esparto, and Monument Hills in the form of new or updated area community plans or specific plans, and preparation of an area community plan for Yolo/Zamora.

Policies CC-3.5 through CC-3.12 address the Specific Plan requirements and conceptual types and amounts of development for each of the communities of Dunnigan, Knights Landing, and Madison and the planned development in Elkhorn.   Policy CC-3.5 identifies the need for 200-year flood protection for Dunnigan as a result of new legislation, given the planned future population.
Policy CC-3.13 establishes the conceptual types and amounts of development for the mixed-use project located south of State Route 16 and east of County Road 86A, in Esparto.

Policy CC-3.14 addresses the two alternative identified sites for location of a future winery-related agricultural industrial facility in Clarksburg, and clarifies that only one site is intended for the described development.

Policy CC-3.15 addresses the two alternative identified sites for location of highway commercial or agricultural commercial uses at I-505/CR 14 and I-505/CR 12A, and clarifies that only one is intended for the described development.

Project Design (Goal CC-4)

Policy CC-4.4 encourages all new construction to be zero-net energy by combining building energy efficiency design features with on-site clean distributed generation so as to result in no net purchases from the electricity or gas grid. 

Policy CC-4.6 encourages individual and community-based wind and solar energy systems (micro-grids). 

Policy CC-4.11 requires project design to demonstrate adherence to sustainable and neo-traditional design as described in the Ahwahnee Principles, and as provided in the SACOG Blueprint.
Policy CC-4.13 creates standards for the “green” design, construction, and operation of public and private facilities.
Policy CC-4.14 encourages LEED certification for all public, private, and existing buildings and LEED-Neighborhood Design (ND) for other applicable projects.

Policy CC-4.15 enhances public safety through implementation of the Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) strategies.  
Policy CC-4.16 requires a human scale in architecture that is sensitive, compatible, and distinctive to both the site and the community.

Policy CC-4.22 discourages gated and/or walled communities. 

Policy CC-4.25 includes usable public open spaces in new private commercial development, such as plazas, interior courtyards connected by pathways, and outdoor seating areas.

Policy CC-4.26 incorporates art into the public open spaces of both public and private developments.

Policy CC-4.37 encourages the use of private roads within new development.

Land Use and Community Character Actions

Among the more significant actions included in this Element are the following:

Action LU-A1 requires update of the Zoning Code, including consideration of a form-based code, as one of the first actions necessary for implementation of the General Plan.  

Action LU-A7 establishes formal green buffers between each of the cities.  
Action LU-A9
requires the preparation and implementation of design guidelines and minimum design requirements (standards) that ensure sustainable and attractive growth.

Action LU-A10 requires preparation of a Public Art Ordinance that requires a minimum percentage of the construction budget for development projects (both public and private) over a certain size threshold to be used for public art works.  

Action LU-A11 requires adoption of a “Green Building Program” to promote green building standards, including energy efficient appliances and equipment in all new development.

Action LU-A15 requires collaboration with the City of Winters to explore revenue producing uses and opportunities for the “special study area” identified for agricultural industrial and/or agricultural commercial uses at I-505 and SR 128.  
Action LU-A17 requires establishment of a system of consistent “comment” areas for each of the existing Community Advisory Committees, to eliminate overlap and to ensure that all significant discretionary projects are assigned to an Advisory Committee.   
Actions LU-A18 through A23 identify the various community plans that will need to be prepared following adoption of the County General Plan, including the Dunnigan Specific Plan, the Knights Landing Specific Plan, Madison Specific Plan, Elkhorn Specific Plan, and a new Yolo-Zamora Area Plan.
Action LU-A25 evaluates parking standards to minimize the amount of land devoted to parking.
Action LU-A28 creates financial incentives programs to encourage the remodel of older homes to reduce energy use and incorporate “green” building materials.
Action LU-A29 requires the establishment of controls on farm dwelling site development to avoid cumulative constraints on agricultural operations by establishing specific criteria for approval, including the size, placement, and location of the home

.  
Action LU-A31 develops bike parking standards and design criteria for all land uses identified in zoning code, including number of spaces, location, and type of facilities.

Action LU-A32 amends the County Code to separate the basis for the Agricultural zoning requirement from the Williamson Act.
CIRCULATION ELEMENT 

Comprehensive and Coordinated Transportation Systems (Goal CI-1)

Policy CI-1.3 seeks to reduce the total vehicle miles travelled per household by making efficient use of existing transportation facilities and implementing “smart growth” and sustainable planning principles.
Policy CI-1.9 establishes road maintenance districts, where appropriate, to provide a stable source of funding for repairs and roadway improvements.

Policy CI-1.10 requires coordination with appropriate agencies to maintain primary transportation routes for emergency evacuation from Yolo County:

Mode and User Equity (Goal CI-2)

Policy CI-2.2 encourages employers to provide transit subsidies, bicycle facilities, alternative work schedules, ridesharing, telecommuting and work-at-home programs, employee education, and preferential parking for carpools/vanpools. 
Service Thresholds (Goal CI-3)

Policy CI-3.1 identifies a detailed Level of Service (LOS) policy for the County.  It establishes LOS C as the base threshold for most rural roadways, which is intended to protect the rural ambiance and also preserve rural capacity for agricultural operations including the movement of farm equipment and farm labor.  The base threshold of LOS C also serves as a cap on land use, in that land uses which would either result in conditions worse than LOS C, or require additional improvements to maintain the required LOS, would be prohibited.  A number of specified exceptions are included where a higher use of roadway facilities is allowed, for example on state and federal highways, primary intra- and inter-county routes, within communities, and on scenic roadways where widening would be detrimental to the corridor.  In addition, this policy identifies generic exceptions where the Board of Supervisors may determine on a case-by-case basis that further reductions in LOS would result in a clear public benefit.  

Policy CI-3.2 addresses LOS within the specific plan and community plan areas setting a threshold of LOS E for Dunnigan, Knights Landing, Madison, and Esparto, and LOS D within all other communities.

Policy CI-3.6 requires the development of roadway cross-sections for community and rural areas.  In general it is intended that roadway cross-sections in the county be as narrow as possible (particularly in community areas) while still meeting recommended safety standards and the requirements of the General Plan.

Policies CI-3.11 through CI-3.13 address funding and timing of improvements.  These policies ensure that new development pays its own way for on-site, off-site, and cumulative transportation improvements (including public transit, bicycle paths, and pedestrian access), and ensure that improvements are in place prior to or concurrent with need.

Policy CI-3.15 promotes street connectivity through the use of roundabouts, bicycle and pedestrian connections, grid street patterns, and traffic calming where appropriate.

Policy CI-3.17 limits County Roads to a maximum of four lanes.

Environmental Impacts (Goal CI-4)

Policy CI-4.2 supports regional air quality and greenhouse gas objectives through effective management of the county’s transportation system. 
System Integration (Goal CI-5)

The policies under this goal address linking sidewalks, bikeways, and trails throughout the County.
Policy CI-5.1 coordinates with other agencies to implement a regional bikeway and/or alternative energy vehicle system that connects the cities, larger unincorporated communities, and scenic areas.  
Policy CI-5.4 strives to establish a looped off-street trail system in each community.

Policy CI-5.5 requires that bicycle, pedestrian, and transit facilities be integrated into new developments.

Policy CI-5.6 establishes a network of off-street multi-purpose trails countywide and encourages their use for commute, recreational, and other trips.

Policy CI-5.13 identifies a variety of design elements to encourage safe and efficient pedestrian circulation.  

Policy CI-5.14 seeks to ensure that bikeway and sidewalk networks within communities are at least as efficient as the network for motorists.

Policy CI-5.15 addresses the provision of safe routes from residential areas to schools.

Policy CI-5.17 requires the consideration of agricultural equipment when determining the width and signing of on-road bicycle facilities.

Accessible Transit (Goal CI-6)

Policy CI-6.1 ensures that residents of unincorporated communities have convenient transit service to employment centers, county service facilities, government centers including the courts, and other regional destinations.  
Policy CI-6.11 requires new development to include design elements that promote transit use, where appropriate, including sheltered bus stops within neighborhoods connected to bikeways and sidewalks; park-and-ride lots, alternative fuel stations, bicycle racks, train access, public docks for water taxis, and airport shuttles.

Truck and Rail Operations (Goal CI-7)

Policy CI-7.3 facilitates agricultural “farm-to-market” transport, by improving and maintaining a network of local agricultural truck transportation corridors.  By attracting truck trips to these corridors, other roadways throughout the County will be more available for movement of agricultural equipment and farm workers thus supporting more efficient and safe agricultural operations countywide.   

Port of Sacramento (Goal CI-8)

Policy CI-8.3 requires coordination with the Port and other regional agencies to consider the feasibility of commuter ferries to/from the Bay Area.

Air Transport (Goal CI-9)

Policy CI-9.3 protects airports from potential conflicts, such as height obstructions (including trees that extend into the safety clearance area) and safety impediments (such as nearby concentrations of waterfowl).

Transportation within the Delta (Goal CI-10)

Policy CI-10.2 requires coordination with West Sacramento to re-use the abandoned rail line that extends from the city limits to Clarksburg for alternative transportation modes, such as bicycle or pedestrian trails.
Circulation Actions

Among the more significant actions included in this Element are the following:

Action CI-A3 addresses update of the County Bicycle Transportation Plan to be consistent with the expanded bicycle corridors identified in the General Plan.

Action CI-A6 requires a community transit plan for each specific plan.
Action CI-A10 requires approved truck routes for discretionary commercial and/or industrial development.

Action CI-A12 requires regular submittal of planned County transportation improvements to SACOG to ensure consideration in subsequent updates of the MTP and MTIP.

Actions CI-A22 and CI-A23 create special district funding for transit operations and road maintenance.

Public services and facilities element

This Element includes both Policies and Actions under each Goal, instead of listing the actions at the end of the Element.  The information was organized in this way to simplify the wide range of complex subjects covered in the Element.  

Sewer and Septic Systems (Goal PF-1)

Policy PF-1.4 encourages the use of small package wastewater systems to facilitate clustering of homes and preservation of agricultural land.

Policy PF-1.6 encourages the extension of municipal sewer service to underserved unincorporated development, where possible.

Action PF-A3 requires service hook-up for all septic users within a community when new sewer treatment facilities are made available.
Action PF-A4
supports connecting new development to the regional sanitation system, where feasible and appropriate.
Action PF-A8 directs revision of the County Code to create a new septic system permit process utilizing site-specific evaluation criteria and construction performance standards.

Action PF-A9
directs revision of the County Code to prohibit the installation of septic systems or leach fields within a minimum of 100 feet of all natural waterways.
Action PF-A13 supports establishment of a countywide special district to collect user fees for the purpose of development and operation of a centralized facility to accept and treat septic waste from the unincorporated area.

Stormwater and Drainage (Goal PF-2)

Policy PF-2.3 requires that new storm water facilities be designed to enhance recreational, habitat, and/or aesthetic benefits, as well as to integrate with existing parks and open space features. 

Community Parks (Goal PF-3)

This section addresses community (or neighborhood) parks which are generally small in area (less than 10 acres), and usually located in or near small population centers, and developed for a variety of community uses, gatherings, and events.  These parks are intended to provide active recreational areas, such as playgrounds, sports fields, and sports courts.  In contrast, resource parks are addressed in the Conservation and Open Space Element.  The term “resource” parks is used herein to refer to regional and open space parkland, typically much larger in size than a community park, that are characterized by passive and/or very low-management uses.
Policy PF-3.1 establishes a service threshold of five acres of community (neighborhood) park per 1,000 people in each unincorporated community.
Policy PF-3.4 uses greenbelts to connect community parks with schools, residential areas, trails, walkways, and bikeways where feasible.  
Action PF-A20 supports establishment of new or expand existing special districts to provide operation and maintenance costs for community parks.

Action PF-A21
requires adoption of appropriate regulations to require park land dedication and adoption of park impact fees for all new development projects in both the incorporated and unincorporated areas to pay for the planning, acquisition, and development of parks and open space.

Law Enforcement (Goal PF-4)

Policy PF-4.2 targets an average response time of 12 minutes for 90 percent of priority law enforcement calls in the rural areas.

Policy PF-4.3 establishes a minimum ratio of 3.9 sworn officers per 1,000 people, including the necessary facilities, equipment and non-uniformed personnel to support that ratio.

Policy PF-4.6
requires coordination with the State to locate and operate the proposed re-entry facility. 

Policy PF-4.7 supports improved emergency communications technologies to provide interoperable service in rural areas.

Action PF-A26
 requires new development in Dunnigan to include a satellite Sheriff’s station and related facilities. 

Action PF-A27 establishes special districts in other appropriate community areas to pay for law enforcement services.

Action PF-A28 requires implementation of “Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design” (CPTED) strategies which support increased public safety through project design.

Action PF-A 29 requires a capital facilities plan to expand and eventually relocate the Monroe Detention Center to accommodate future growth needs.

Fire and Emergency Medical Service (Goal PF-5)

Policy PF-5.4 encourages fire districts and other emergency medical service providers to achieve National Fire Protection Association standards of an average response time for emergency calls of 9 minutes at least 90 percent of the time in the unincorporated communities and 15 minutes at least 80 percent of the time in rural areas, with the exception of remote areas (requiring a travel distance of more than eight miles).  

Policy PF-5.5 encourages fire districts to maintain an overall fire insurance (ISO) public protection classification (PPC) rating of Rural 7 or better for fire protection service within the unincorporated communities.  

Policy PF-5.6 requires each community to upgrade its water system to meet sprinkler requirements.  

Policy PF-5.7 encourages fire districts to support narrow streets and other desirable community design features promoted by the General Plan.
Action PF-A30
 encourages the consolidation of fire districts, where warranted, and/or supports contracting with CAL FIRE.

Action PF-A31 amends the County Code to incorporate measures such as fire-safe building materials, clear spaces and fuel reduction, fire breaks, and fire suppression systems for all new development located in high fire hazard areas.
Schools (Goal PF-6)

Policy PF-6.1 encourages school districts to service each community with local schools.

Policy PF-6.2 ensures that schools to serve new development are constructed concurrent with the need, to the extent allowed by State law.

Action PF-A34 requires the integration of school facilities with adjoining community parks and recreation facilities, wherever possible, and encourages the joint use of facilities.

Library Services (Goal PF-7)

Policy PF-7.1 establishes service thresholds for library service, including library facilities/services in every city and community where services are not otherwise provided, and a public library in communities with populations of 5,000 or more.

Action PF-A40 establishes minimum standards for new and existing libraries including books, space, computers, and staff.

Child Care (Goal PF-8)

Policy PF-8.2 requires mitigation (e.g. development impact fees) to expand the available supply of childcare.

Action PF-A41 requires amendment of the County Code to allow for the establishment of childcare facilities in all appropriate residential, commercial, and public\quasi-public zones.

Action PF-A42 requires amendment of the County Code to streamline the permitting process for large-family day care homes and childcare facilities.

Action PF-A43 establishes a fee waiver for family childcare projects that meet specified standards regarding affordability and/or the provision of services for special needs children.
Solid Waste and Recycling (Goal PF-9) 

Policy PF-9.1
requires that State waste diversion requirements be met or exceeded.

Policy PF-9.6
directs that waste materials should be treated as potential revenue sources for the County, and that the revenue potential associated with the waste stream should be maximized as new products, economies, needs, and technologies emerge.

Policy PF-9.7 requires that solid waste franchisees support the smart growth policies for community design contained in the General Plan, which may result in restrictions on collection vehicle size in order to support narrow streets and other desirable community features.
Policy PF-A54 evaluates the feasibility of maintaining the Esparto Convenience Center and considers future closure and re-use of the site.
Action PF-A55
 requires the County to evaluate the need for solid waste transfer or processing facilities in other parts of the county.    

Action PF-A56 supports collaboration with the private sector to operate a variety of waste-related facilities and services. 

Action PF-A57
 requires research into new ways to reclaim and reuse capacity of the landfill facility.

Action PF-A61 restricts lands near the landfill and other related facilities to prohibit potentially incompatible land uses which may lead to safety hazards and/or which may imperil the continued operation of these operations.  
Sources of Energy (Goal PF-10)

Policy PF-10.1 supports exploration of “community choice aggregation” as a means of facilitating the purchase of electrical energy at the local level for community needs.

Action PF-A65
 requires amendment of the County Code to streamline permitting requirements for small community power systems that utilize clean resource-based renewable energy (e.g. wind, solar, and bio-diesel).

Utilities and Communication Technology (Goal PF-11) 

Policy PF-11.2 encourages expanded coverage and enhanced quality for mobile connectivity, high speed wireless internet access, and emergency communication systems.

Action PF-A67 calls for a re-evaluation of the feasibility of annexing all or a portion of Yolo County into the Sacramento Municipal Utility District.
Action PF-A68 requires use of sustainable renewable energy sources to power homes, businesses, agriculture, and infrastructure, where feasible.
Action PF-A71 requires telecommunications facilities, such as cell phone towers and underground utility trenches, to reserve space available for County and emergency communications.
General Government Services (Goal PF-12)

Policy PF-12.2
 requires the use of life cycle analysis (taking into consideration all costs involved in production, transport, and disposal of a product) in the construction of new public facilities.  
Policy PF-12.4 encourages the development of governmental and civic facilities (e.g. school yards, special district meeting rooms, etc.) that can accommodate multiple community uses.

Policy PF-12.7 encourages consolidation of special districts.

Policy PF-12.10 requires that all basic community services (e.g. septic/sewage, water, drainage, roads, power, parks, schools, libraries, etc.) for new planned development, including all specific plan areas, are made available consistent with the target service levels established in this General Plan, prior to or concurrent with need.

Policy PF-12.11 supports centralized government facilities in consolidated satellite service centers when community populations reach appropriate thresholds.

Action PF-A77
 requires that a system of countywide development impact fees be established to pay for the development and construction of public facilities. 

Action PF-A78 requires that appropriate rural and community service standards be identified, with the acknowledgement that both will be lower than typical service standards within the incorporated cities.

AGRICULTURE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT

Preservation of Agriculture (Goal AG-1)

Policy AG-1.2 requires that parcel sizes outside of the community growth boundaries remain large enough to sustain viable agriculture
Policy AG-1.3 prohibits the division of agricultural land for non-agricultural uses. 

Policy AG-1.4 prohibits land use activities that are not compatible within agriculturally designated areas.

Policy AG-1.5 strongly discourages the conversion of agricultural land for other uses.
Policy AG-1.6 requires a minimum mitigation ratio of 1:1 for conversion of farm land, and/or the conversion of land designated or zoned for agriculture, to urban uses.
Policy AG-1.7 requires farm dwellings to be clustered in locations that do not impact farming.
Policy AG-1.8 establishes a minimum 300 foot set-back between new urban (non-agricultural) development and adjoining agricultural land. 

Policy AG-1.13 prohibits new residential or suburban subdivisions in areas designated for agricultural use.
Policy AG-1.14 discourages the use of antiquated subdivisions for housing and instead encourages their use as specialty farming areas.
Policy AG-1.21 considers a new “affordable farming” programs where development impact fees or other funding sources and/or mechanisms are used to create incubator farms and other opportunities for entry-level farming.  
Natural Resources for Agriculture (Goal AG-2)

This goal, and related policies and actions, complements the section on Biological Resources in the Conservation and Open Space Element.

Policy AG-2.2 preserves water resources for agriculture, both quantity and quality, from competition with development and/or interests from outside of the County.
Policy AG-2.4 encourages the agricultural community to utilize best management practices in the application and use of water resources.

Policy AG-2.9 promotes wildlife-friendly agricultural practices.
Policy AG-2.10 encourages the use of buffers and “safe harbor” programs to ensure that agriculture is not adversely affected by the creation of new habitat.
Policy AG-2.17 encourages the establishment of agricultural mitigation banks in appropriate locations that provide strategic protection of high value farmland.

Healthy Farm Economy (Goal AG-3)

Policy AG-3.1 promotes the establishment of new agricultural districts.
Policy AG-3.2 and AG-3.18 allow uses on agricultural land that support agriculture, such as agricultural commercial uses, agricultural industrial uses, direct product sales, processing, farm-based tourism, agricultural research, and farmworker housing.
Policy AG-3.4 requires that agricultural infrastructure be protected including farm-to-market routes, water diversion and conveyance structures, fertilizer and chemical sales, airfields, processing facilities, research and development, and farm worker housing.
Policy AG-3.5 encourages the creation of new farm worker housing through permit streamlining, reduced fees, and inclusionary housing requirements.
Policy AG-3.10 encourages the establishment of small-scale agriculture uses (e.g. specialty crops, organic farming, specialized animal facilities, and agricultural research operations) where small parcels of land presently exist in agricultural areas with suitable soils.
Education and Awareness (Goal AG-4)

Policy AG-4.4 supports coordination with the State and the City of Woodland regarding relocation of the Yolo County Fairgrounds and reuse of the existing site.
Local Preference (Goal AG-5)

Policy AG-5.1 promotes markets for locally and regionally grown and/or prepared food and other products and services.

Policy AG-5.2 supports the development of community kitchens and related infrastructure, food business incubator facilities, and other related entrepreneurial projects.
Policy AG-5.4 encourages neighborhood grocery stores, farmers markets, community gardens, and food assistance programs to increase their use of locally grown/prepared goods.

Policy AG-5.6 encourages institutions such as schools, hospitals, colleges, government agencies, businesses, and private food outlets such as grocery stores and restaurants, to provide foods produced locally and in the region.
Policy AG-5.7 promotes opportunities within each unincorporated town for community gardens and farmers markets.
Delta Agriculture (Goal AG-6)

Policy AG-6.1 promotes agriculture as the primary land use in the portion of Yolo County that lies within the Primary Zone of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

Policy AG-6.2 directs that the economic and cultural vitality of heritage or legacy communities in the Delta, such as Clarksburg, continue to be advanced.
Policy AG-6.4 supports working with the Delta Protection Commission to update the Land Use and Resource Management Plan.
Agricultural Actions
Among the more significant actions included in this element are the following:

Action AG-A1
requires amendment of the Agricultural Mitigation Ordinance to direct agricultural mitigation to areas adjoining growth boundaries for the communities and cities within the County.

Action AG-A2 would establish agreements with neighboring jurisdictions to allow their agricultural mitigation requirements to be satisfied in appropriate areas within Yolo County.  

Action AG-A4
requires exploration of a local and/or regional conservation bank to provide carbon sequestration credits associated with orchards, vineyards, and oak woodlands.
Action AG-A6 requires development of criteria for the location, size, and placement of new homes in the agricultural areas.
Action AG-A11 creates a new Area Plan to manage land use within the Yolo Bypass.  
Action AG-A15 revises County standards to agricultural economic development.

Action AG-A17 directs preparation of a farm marketing ordinance to streamline permitting requirements for agricultural retail operations.
Action AG-A18 creates a new Agricultural Advisory Board.

Action AG-A19 creates a new Food Policy Council.
Action AG-A20 requires the creation of an Agricultural Permit Coordinator position (“farmbudsman”) to assist farmers and ranchers with the permitting process.  

Action AG-A21 requires development of a countywide grading ordinance.
Action AG-A27 directs establishment of a voluntary Agricultural Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program to facilitate the creation of affordable farm worker housing.  Such a program would allow for the transfer of existing rights to build farm dwellings from areas characterized by large-acreage farm operations to areas characterized by small farms and/or where labor needs are greater.  Develop criteria for appropriate transfer and receiver locations that take into account factors such as labor needs, crop types, and/or other relevant factors, and that preclude non-agricultural related transfers.

Economic Diversity (Goal ED-1)

Policy ED-1.6 requires that all new commercial and/or industrial development show a net fiscal benefit to the county.

Policy ED-1.8
encourages growth in economic export sectors including mining, natural gas, tourism, and manufacturing.
Policy ED-1.10 targets life science, biotechnology, and similar research uses in close proximity to UC Davis and/or along major transportation corridors.
Policy ED-1.12 seeks productive expansion and re-use of existing county assets including the Yolo County Airport, old military facilities, and the county landfill.

Policy ED-1.13 supports development and expansion of new agricultural businesses within the Clarksburg Agricultural District, including industrial processing facilities, commercial sales and agricultural tourism, through the use of targeted regulatory streamlining, financial incentives and specialized marketing efforts.
Business Climate and Business Assistance (Goal ED-2)

Policy ED-2.1 supports a consistent and efficient development review process. 

Policy ED-2.5 supports the creation of local incentives to support business development without compromising the county’s financial capacity.

Policy ED-2.7 encourages the retention and expansion of existing businesses.

Community Revitalization (Goal ED-3)

Policy ED-3.3 strives to create 1.2 jobs for each home and to match local wages with housing prices within the community.

Policy ED-3.4 encourages the development of economic opportunities that lead to individual or family self-sufficiency, with decreased dependence on County services and programs.
Policy ED-3.5 supports improvements to downtown street corridors to stimulate economic activity.

Expansion of Tourism (Goal ED-4)

Policy ED-4.7 supports the development of visitor-serving businesses that complement the County’s rural character, such as bed and breakfasts, wineries, and cafes, 
Policy ED-4.11 encourages the expansion of commercial uses at the Yolo County Airport, including facilities to serve visitors and support their activities.  

Economic Sustainability (Goal ED-5)

Policy ED-5.4
encourages businesses to exceed clean air standards.  
Policy ED-5.7
encourages home-based occupations and other “cottage” industries and telecommuting, to reduce fuel consumption and traffic, and improve air quality.
Economic Development Actions

Among the more significant economic development actions included in this element are the following:

Action ED-A4 supports continuation of the Development Review Committee (DCR) process to expedite the review of development applications for targeted development projects and to negotiate agreements to create opportunities for significant new jobs and tax benefits.

Action ED-A10 supports implementation of mixed-use development in downtowns to provide both space for small businesses and alternative housing opportunities.
Action ED-A15 establishes appropriate redevelopment areas, so that the resulting tax increment can be effectively used for downtown improvements and development projects.

Action ED-A27 directs the creation of a new “agricultural commercial” zoning designation that will allow direct marketing opportunities with limited discretionary review.
CONSERVATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT
This Element includes both Policies and Actions under each Goal, instead of listing the actions at the end of the Element.  The information was organized in this way to simplify the wide range of complex subjects covered in the Element.  

Natural Open Space (Goal CO-1)

This section addresses County “resource” parks including regional and open space parkland managed for multiple objectives.  Community (neighborhood parks) and the County Historical Museum facility are discussed in the Public Facilities and Services Element.  The term “resource” parks refers to regional and/or open space parkland, typically much larger in size than a community park, and typically characterized by passive and/or very low-management uses.  
Policy CO-1.2 develops a connected system of recreational trails to link communities and parks throughout the county.
Policy CO-1.9
promotes agriculture-related recreation, such as farm stays, dude ranches, wineries, and equestrian facilities.
Policy CO-1.11 establishes the target threshold for regional and open space parks (“resource parks”) of 20 acres per 1,000 total County population (both unincorporated and incorporated).  
Policy CO-1.12 supports the development of the proposed Delta Trail and coordinates the development of recreation areas and public open space with regional trail planning.
Policy CO-1.18 supports out-of-county mitigation in Yolo County for the loss of open space, agriculture, habitat, or for flood protection, in other jurisdictions provided there is prior notification to the County and that the mitigation easements: are consistent with General Plan; include secured water rights and infrastructure to economically maintain the proposed mitigation use; require existing agricultural operations continue to be farmed for commercial gain; prohibit residential use; include wildlife friendly strategies and practices; and compensate the County for lost revenue.

Policy CO-1.19 coordinates with the Blue Ridge Natural Conservation Area Partnership, the Bureau of Land Management, Napa County and other landowners to complete the Blue Ridge Trail through voluntary acquisitions.   

Policy CO-1.20 supports the development of a new State Park in Yolo County. 

Policy CO-1.21 encourages the Bureau of the Interior and/or the General Services Administration to transfer the site of DQ University to County ownership, should it no longer be used for tribal education.  

Policy CO-1.22 supports a new State off-highway vehicle (OHV) park.  

Policy CO-1.25 increases public access and recreational uses along waterways wherever feasible, particularly Cache Creek, Lower Putah Creek, the Yolo Bypass, and the Sacramento River.  

Policy CO-1.27 supports development of a new California Indian Heritage Center in the City of West Sacramento located at the confluence of the Sacramento and American rivers. 

Action CO-A1
requires update of the Parks Master Plan to be consistent with the General Plan.
Action CO-A2 establishes permanent green buffers between cities and unincorporated towns to ensure the continued distinctiveness of each community.

Action CO-A5 requires development of a recreation plan for the Cache Creek Parkway including a range of public activities and uses.

Action CO-A7
calls for linkages between the future Bay Delta Trail system, the future trail system in the lower Yolo Bypass, the future Cache Creek Parkway system, and the American River Bikeway system in Sacramento County.

Action CO-A9
requires development of a Park Plan for the McClellan/Davis Tele-communications Site to incorporate the property into the adjoining Grasslands Regional Park.
Action CO-A11 directs pursuit of a countywide tax and/or bond assessment planning, acquisition, operation, and maintenance of resource parks.
Action CO-A15 requires the Elkhorn Specific Plan to establish a resource park, which will include public access to the Helvetia oak grove, create public access along the waterway north of County Road 22, and integrate management of both sites with the nearby Elkhorn Regional Park.

Biological Resources (Goal CO-2)

Policy CO-2.1 requires adoption and implementation of the Natural Communities Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan developed through the Yolo Natural Heritage Program.
Policy CO-2.6
supports protection and enhancement of habitat for sensitive fish species
Policy CO-2.20 promotes the use of oak woodlands conservation banks to mitigate for both development impacts, as well as greenhouse gas emissions under the proposed State carbon credit program.

Policy CO-2.24 urges agricultural landowners to incorporate wildlife-friendly habitat features into their farming operations.
Policy CO-2.29 prohibits development within a minimum of 100 feet from the banks of all lakes, perennial ponds, rivers, creeks, sloughs, and perennial streams.
Policy CO-2.31 promotes management techniques that increase the area of natural floodplains and the frequency of flooded habitat, restore some natural flooding processes, river meanders, and widen riparian vegetation, where feasible. 

Policy CO-2.41 supports completion of the Pacific Flyway Visitors and Interpretive Center near the Vic Fazio Wildlife Area.

Action CO-A24 requires adoption of a heritage tree preservation ordinance.
Action CO-A27 requires preparation of a complete inventory of identified streams, channels, seasonal and permanent marshland, wetlands, sloughs, riparian habitat and vernal pools in community plans, area plans and specific plans.  

Action CO-A28 requires development of a countywide program to improve watersheds for the benefit of salmon and steelhead by encouraging landowner participation and involving agencies and local groups.
Mineral Resources (Goal CO-3)

Action CO-A30 designates lands containing identified mineral deposits to protect them from nearby incompatible land uses so that aggregate resources remain available for the future. 

Action CO-A32 encourages the responsible development of aggregate deposits along Cache Creek as significant both to the economy of Yolo County and the region. 

Action CO-A37 coordinates individual surface mining reclamation plans to achieve the development of an expanded riparian corridor along Cache Creek.
Action CO-A38 prohibits commercial mining in or adjoining Putah Creek.

Action CO-A42 considers the exploration, drilling, and extraction of natural gas as compatible with agriculture and open space uses.
Cultural Resources (Goal CO-4)

Policy CO-4.4
encourages that historic resources remain in their original use whenever possible, but allows for adaptive reuse (e.g. older residences converted to office/retail use in commercial areas and to tourist use in agricultural areas) so long as historical authenticity is maintained.
Policy CO-4.12 requires coordination with culturally-affiliated tribes to identify and appropriately address cultural resources and tribal sacred sites as a part of the analysis of all development applications.

Action CO-A47 requires update of the County’s various historic resources surveys

Action CO-A49 requires establishment of a confidential inventory and map of known significant historic and cultural resources, as well as sensitive areas where such resources are likely to occur.
Action CO-A54 requires cultural resources inventories for development proposals in areas where a preliminary site survey indicates a medium or high potential for archeological, historical or paleontological resources. 
Action CO-A58 requires consultation with appropriate tribes prior to amending the General Plan and adopting or amending specific plans, consistent with state law.  

Action CO-A59 requires consultation with appropriate tribes prior to designating open space that includes any identified cultural places and development of a treatment and management plan for their preservation.
Action CO-A61 requires that draft environmental documents, including any studies and recommended mitigation measures, be referred to the appropriate tribes for review and comment.
Water Resources (Goal CO-5)

Policy CO-5.11 encourages the development of new reliable future sources of supply consistent with local land use plans and regional water needs, including the completion of the Tehama-Colusa Canal.  

Policy CO-5.14 requires proposals to convert land to uses other than agriculture, open space, or habitat that are located in potential groundwater recharge areas to demonstrate that the site’s ability to recharge ground water will not be significantly diminished.  

Policy CO-5.15 encourages the use of reclaimed water systems, where feasible. 

Policy CO-5.16 requires significant discretionary development projects to demonstrate adequate long-term and sustainable water supplies (under normal, above normal, and drought scenarios) by preparing a verified water supply assessment. 

Policy CO-5.18 encourages developers to build new homes to higher water-efficiency standards than already required.
Policy CO-5.19 strives for “water-neutral” development with new water demand offset by efficiency improvements elsewhere in the system.
Action CO-A62 requires the collection of data from public water suppliers and other water users which use groundwater sources to monitor and report groundwater levels and yields, where appropriate, to manage long term aquifer conditions.  

Action CO-A65 requires creation of a central database for all jurisdictions within the County of proposed, pending, and approved development activity to be used in cumulative analyses and water supply assessments.
Action CO-A66 requires coordination with water purveyors in the County to plan for possible changes to water supply and quality resulting from global warming.

Action CO-A68 requires update and implementation of the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan.  

Action CO-A69 mandates that proposals for surface or groundwater exports to locations outside Yolo County should be opposed unless they preserve both water quality and water supply for environmental and domestic uses.

Action CO-A70 requires coordination with local water purveyors to develop a conjunctive use program to govern the management of both surface and groundwater resources.
Action CO-A73 requires the development of programs to provide a 20 percent improvement in water use efficiency throughout the county (both domestic and agricultural uses) by 2030.
Action CO-A78 requires development of a groundwater management ordinance to address the cumulative impacts of incremental groundwater extraction.
Action CO-A82 mandates the adoption of an ordinance that would require existing homes to be retrofitted with water efficient appliances and fixtures prior to sale.  
Action CO-A84 requires adoption of an ordinance to allow for shared water systems to facilitate the clustering of homes and preservation of agricultural land, with acceptable mechanisms for financing and maintenance.
Action CO-A85 requires adoption of an ordinance to allow for roof catchment and the use of rainwater for non-potable uses to reduce the need for groundwater.
Action CO-A86 requires the adoption of design mandates to reduce or eliminate impervious surfaces where possible.
Action CO-A92 requires evaluation of the creation of a countywide water authority to address water conservation, flood control, water conveyance, and water exports.
Air Quality (Goal CO-6)

Action CO-A99 regulates land uses to avoid or mitigate the effects of harmful air emissions on residential neighborhoods, hospitals and nursing/convalescent homes, hotels and lodging, schools and day care centers, and appropriate habitat areas.  
Energy Conservation (Goal CO-7)

Policy CO-7.6
encourages the use of building materials and methods that increase energy efficiency a minimum of 15 percent beyond State Title-24 standards for residential buildings and 20 percent beyond State Title 24 standards for commercial buildings.
Action CO-A100 requires amendment of the Zoning Code to streamline permitting for the production of biofuels, biomass, and other energy alternatives to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.
Action CO-A101 requires the use of Energy Star certified appliances in all new subdivisions.
Action CO-A102 promotes the continued provision of incentives for the installation of solar energy and other alternate conservation measures in all development approvals.

Action CO-A103 requires update of the Zoning Code to include regulations for all new parking lots to include tree plantings that will result in 50 percent shading of parking lot surface areas within 10 years. 

Climate Change (Goal CO-8)

The climate change icon (“(”) is applied throughout the document to identify policies and actions that both seek to limit greenhouse gas emissions and plan for adaptation to the future consequences of global climate change.  
Action CO-A105 requires the development of a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Reduction Plan and/or climate action plan for the County, to address climate change and GHG reduction, including the following steps:  1) conduct a baseline analysis (GHG emissions inventory) for 1990 and 2005; 2) adopt an emissions reduction target; 3) develop a plan for reducing emissions including direct offsets and fees to purchase offsets; 4) implement strategies and actions; and 5) monitor emissions and verify results every five years starting in 2010.  The intent is that the 1982 Energy Plan would be used as a starting point for this effort.
Action CO-A107 requires the implementation of cost-effective and innovative emission reduction technologies in building components and design.  
Action CO-A108 seeks to double the tree canopy in unincorporated communities by 2030.

Delta Region (Goal CO-9)
Policy CO-9.2 ensures that the acquisition of new municipal water for the City of Davis, City of Woodland, and UC Davis from the Sacramento River is not precluded. 
Policy CO-9.5 encourages funding to maintain and strengthen flood capacity along the Sacramento River and Yolo Bypass, including financial support from beneficiaries of the State and Central Valley Water Projects.

Policy CO-9.6 supports efforts to provide a minimum 100-year flood protection for the community of Clarksburg.
Policy CO-9.11 ensures that proposed changes to the operation of the Sacramento Weir fully mitigate any potential adverse impacts to Old River Road (County Road 22).

Policy CO-9.12 ensures that changes to the operation of the Yolo Bypass, including the Fremont Weir, toe drain, and/or increased frequency of intentional flooding do not adversely affect Yolo County interests.  

Policy CO-9.14 establishes Clarksburg as a gateway entry for visitors to the Delta region seeking agricultural tourism, ecotourism, and recreational opportunities.  

Policy CO-9.15 seeks legislation to clarify that property within the Clarksburg growth boundary is in the Secondary Zone of the Delta.

Policy CC-9.21 recognizes the special character of “heritage” or “legacy” communities in the Delta (such as Clarksburg) and promotes their economic vitality.

HEALTH AND SAFETY ELEMENT
This Element includes both Policies and Actions under each Goal, instead of listing the actions at the end of the Element.  The information was organized in this way to simplify the wide range of complex subjects covered in the Element.  

Geologic and Seismic Hazards (Goal HS-1)

Action HS-A1 requires a geotechnical analysis for approval and/or construction of projects in areas with potential hazards.
Action HS-A3 continues participation in the Yolo County Subsidence Network and implementation of its recommendations. 

Flood Hazards (Goal HS-2)

Action HS-A4
requires a minimum of 100-year flood protection for new construction, and strives to achieve 200-year flood protection for unincorporated communities.  
Action HS-A6
prohibits the County from approving any discretionary permit, or ministerial permit, that would result in the construction of a new residence within a flood hazard zone, unless the County can find that (1) the project has either 100-year or 200-year standard (as applicable); 2) conditions have been imposed that will provide such protection;  or 3) adequate progress has been made on the construction of a flood protection system that will meet the protection requirements and be in place by 2025.
Action HS-A7 requires that new essential public facilities be located outside of flood hazard zones, including hospitals and health care facilities, emergency shelters, fire stations, emergency command centers, and emergency communications facilities.   Where such location is not feasible, methods will be incorporated in the construction to minimize potential flood damage to the facility.  

 Action HS-A13 requires a minimum 50-foot setback from the toe of any flood control levee for permanent improvements.
Action HS-A14 restricts proposed land uses within 500 feet of the toe of any flood control levee based on specified criteria.
Action HS-A18 requires the development of a detailed maintenance and funding plan for levees under County control, to ensure that levee safety is maintained.

Action HS-A22 directs the County to work with other local agencies and interested parties to develop funding mechanisms to finance the local share of design, construction, and capital costs for repairs and improvements to flood control levees.

Action HS-A24 requires amendment of the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan, as appropriate, to be consistent with the future adopted Central Valley Flood Protection Plan.
Action HS-A25 requires annual review of areas subject to flooding, based on mapping prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and/or the Department of Water Resources, and amendment of the General Plan as appropriate.

Action HS-A26 requires revision of the Health and Safety Element, concurrently with the regular update to the Housing Element, to include new information regarding floodplain mapping and/or regulation.  

Action HS-A31 requires that all residential development projects located within floodplains include a prominent deed disclosure regarding the potential flood risk to future buyers.
Action HS-A34 directs that emergency response plans and systems for floodplain evacuation and flood emergency management be developed.
Action HS-A35 requires evaluation of the creation of a countywide agency to provide flood control and protection. 

Wildland Fires (Goal HS-3)

Action HS-A39 requires land divisions within the very high and high risk Fire Hazard Severity Zones to demonstrate the following: (1) guaranteed availability of adequate water; (2) provision of more than one access point for firefighting equipment; (3) permanent maintenance of defensible space around all buildings; and (4) use of fire-resistant materials in construction. 

Action HS-A41 supports providing assistance to dependent fire districts with development impact fees, legal counsel, grant applications, and fee waivers, where feasible.

Hazardous Materials (Goal HS-4)

Action HS-A47 requires development of a GIS-based map from the information submitted in the Hazardous Materials Inventories and Hazardous Materials Business Emergency Response Plans, so that emergency responders are aware of potential dangers and can prepare accordingly.
Action HS-A50 completes the remediation and reclamation of the County’s former burn dump sites.
Airport Operations (Goal HS-5)

Policy HS-5.3 enforces the airport safety zones as identified in adopted airport Comprehensive Land Use Plans.

Action HS-A51 requires development of appropriate Aviation Disaster Response Plans.
Emergency Preparedness (Goal HS-6)
Action HS-A56 requires development of multiple stress scenarios where key evacuation routes are blocked and/or alternative communication methods are inoperable, and regularly updates emergency response plans accordingly. 

Action HS-A57 creates an inventory of significant urban, rural, and natural hazards and provides standards for avoidance and/or mitigation of such hazards in an emergency. 

Action HS-A58 requires study of the implications of climate change for future emergencies, including the increased risk and severity of fires; increased frequency and intensity of drought; expanded and deeper areas of flooding; and associated changes in disease vectors.
Noise Compatibility (Goal NO-1)

Action NO-A1 requires adoption of a comprehensive Noise Ordinance that includes specific guidelines, standards and regulations.  

Health Care (Goal HC-1)

Policy HC-1.8 requires that communities be designed to promote an active healthy lifestyle, personal fitness, and access to healthy foods. 

Action HC-A2 requires coordination with non-profit organizations and other service providers to expand priority services identified in the upcoming Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH) 5-Year Action Plan and other health-oriented community assessments. 

Action HC-A3 requires coordination with hospitals and local physicians to expand the availability of health care services within unincorporated communities and services to the medically indigent throughout the County. 

Action HC-A5 requires expansion of in-home care, assisted living opportunities, and services for low-income seniors and disabled households. 

Action HC-A12 requires consideration of the health consequences of proposed project design, as a part of the development review process.  
HOUSING ELEMENT
Housing Mix (Goal HO-1)
Policy HO-1.2 stipulates that amendments to the General Plan may not result in a net loss of zoned land upon which the County’s fair share of regional affordable housing relies.
Policy HO-1.9 requires coordination with the Rumsey Band of Wintun Indians to expand workforce housing opportunities in Esparto and Madison.

Housing Mix (Goal HO-2)

Policy HO-2.2 expands existing County resources to support the development of affordable and special needs housing.

Reduce Housing Constraints (Goal HO-3)

Policy HO-3.2 ensures that the County’s policies, codes, development review procedures, and fees do not represent unjustified constraints to the development of new housing.

Special Needs Housing (Goal HO-4)

Policy HO-4.3 allows group homes with special living requirements in residential areas, consistent with the County regulations.

Policy HO-4.4 provides for housing to meet the needs of extended, multi-generational, and/or large families.

Policy HO-4.5 encourages the removal of architectural barriers in the rehabilitation of existing residential units and ensures that new units comply with visitability standards.
Policy HO-4.6 encourages the inclusion of single room occupancy units and efficiency apartments in multi-family and mixed use areas.

Strengthen Neighborhoods (Goal HO-5)

Policy HO-5.1 requires that communities be planned to avoid the concentration of affordable housing projects, while ensuring access to needed services and amenities for affordable housing units.
Sustainable Housing (Goal HO-6)

Policy HO-6.2 minimizes greenhouse gas emissions by planning for different housing types near employment centers within each community, in order to attract community diversity including age, family size, income, disability status, and culture.
Housing in the Delta (Goal HO-7)
Policy HO-7.1 requires the provision of affordable housing and farmworker housing within the Clarksburg region, consistent with the Land Use and Resource Management Plan.  

Policy HO-7.2 advocates for amendment of the Delta Protection Act and/or Delta Protection Commission Land Use and Resource Management Plan as necessary to encourage the development of infrastructure to serve affordable housing in the Clarksburg region.

Among the more significant economic development actions included in this element are the following:

Action HO-A1 requires that a target ratio be established for new residential growth of apartments to for-sale housing within each community.
Action HO-A2
requires a range of housing unit sizes within each community, including for-sale units of less than 1,000 square feet, and rental units that include both studios and units with more than four bedrooms.  

Action HO-A3
requires minimum levels of senior housing and mobile home park development as part of new residential growth within each community. 

Action HO-A7 amends the County Code to include a mobile home park conversion ordinance. 

Action HO-A24 offers incentives to developers such as tax-exempt conduit financing, infrastructure financing assistance, and direct financial assistance in exchange for a commitment to provide affordable or special needs housing at levels that exceed County requirements.  

Action HO-A28 pursues agreement from the Department of Housing and Community Development for the County to receive credit for affordable units built within incorporated cities that are constructed using County funds.  

Action HO-A31 establishes a County Housing Coordinator position to create partnerships and seek funding that result in expanded housing opportunities. 

Action HO-A34 provides flexibility in applying development standards for housing located near transit, jobs, and services, in order to generate fewer vehicle trips, require less parking, and have fewer area-wide impacts.  

Action HO-A36 requires amendment of the Master Fee Ordinance to waive or reduce development application processing fees for affordable and special needs housing.  

Action HO-A37 requires establishment of an amnesty program for existing illegal second dwelling units that would provide a grace period for owners to achieve compliance.  In exchange, the property owner would be required to guarantee the affordability of the unit. 

Action HO-A38 requires identification of sites for special needs housing where opportunities are available, including land owned by the County or other agencies; re-use of underutilized or non-viable commercial and industrial sites; and residentially zoned sites where higher density is feasible. 

Action HO-A40 requires amendment of the Zoning Code to allow co-housing, cooperatives, and similar collaborative housing development, featuring housing units clustered around a common area and shared kitchen, with additional small meal preparation areas.  

Action HO-A41 requires that adequate provisions are made in new residential developments for families with children, including amenities such as tot lots, playgrounds, and child care facilities. 

Action HO-A42 requires the identification of appropriate zones where emergency shelters are allowed by right. 

Action HO-A51 requires coordination with the City of Woodland and the Local Agency Formation Commission to facilitate the revitalization and annexation of urbanized unincorporated islands along Kentucky Avenue.  

Action HO-A56 requires that home inspection services be offered to identify substandard conditions in residential buildings.  

Action HO-A58 requires surveys of housing conditions in the unincorporated area, in order to maintain a current database on housing repair needs.  Interested non-profit organizations would be provided within information on dwelling units in need of repair and would be assisted in identifying sources of funding for the acquisition and rehabilitation of such dwelling units. 

Action HO-A59 requires the abatement or demolition of substandard housing that is not economically feasible to repair. 

Action HO-A62 promotes the use of sustainable energy technologies (e.g. solar and wind) in new and rehabilitated housing when possible.
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