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Organic Waste Is the Largest Waste Stream in California

CALIFORNIA
DISPOSED OF

APPROXIMATELY 24 
MILLION TONS OF

ORGANIC WASTE IN
2018

CALIFORNIA THROWS
AWAY MORE THAN 6 

MILLION TONS OF
FOOD WASTE EVERY

YEAR!

1 IN 5 CALIFORNIANS ARE

FOOD INSECURE



2025

2025

REGULATIONS TAKE EFFECT2022

2020

SB 1383 Requirements

50% REDUCTION IN LANDFILLED ORGANIC WASTE

(11.5 Million Tons Allowed Organic Waste Disposal)

75% REDUCTION IN LANDFILLED ORGANIC WASTE
(5.7 Million Tons Allowed Organic Waste Disposal)

20% RECOVERY OF CURRENTLY DISPOSED EDIBLE
FOOD FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION



WHAT DOES  
“EDIBLE FOOD”  
MEAN?

All Recoverd Food Must Be in Compliance with the  
California Retail Food Code

“Edible food” means food  
intended for human  
consumption.

“Edible food” is not solid  
waste if it is recovered and  
not discarded.

Nothing in this chapter  
requires or authorizes the  
recovery of edible food  
that does not meet the  
food safety requirements  
of the California Retail  
Food Code.
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Starts 2022Tier 1

Wholesale Food Vendors

Food Service Providers & 
Food Distributors

Grocery Stores
Facilities ≥ 10,000 sq. ft.

Supermarkets

Tier 2

Restaurants
Facilities ≥ 5,000 sq. ft.

Hotels
with on-site food 
facility and ≥ 200 rooms

Large Venues and 
Events 

Local Education 
Agencies
with on-site food facility

Health Facilities
with ≥ 100 beds and 
on-site food facility

Starts 2024

State Agencies
with cafeterias

H
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Federal 
Facilities

COMMERCIAL EDIBLE FOOD GENERATORS (ARTICLE 10)
(SECTIONS 18991.3 – 18991.5)



SB 1383 IN ACTION

COMMERCIAL EDIBLE
FOOD GENERATORS

Recover maximum amount of edible  
food that would otherwise be disposed

Arrange food recovery through a  
contract or written agreement  
with:

Food recovery organizations or services that  
will collect edible food for food recovery

Food recovery organizations that will accept food  
that the generator self hauls
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GENERATOR REQUIREMENTS



Ensure 
Commercial  
Edible Food 

Generators Have 
Access to Food 

Recovery Services 

Monitor 
Commercial Edible 
Food Generators 
for Compliance

Expand Existing 
Food Recovery 

Capacity 
(if needed)

Identify Existing 
Food Recovery 
Capacity

JURISDICTION REQUIREMENTS

Establish Edible Food 
Recovery Program

SB 1383 IN ACTION

EDIBLE FOOD
RECOVERY
PROGRAM



STAY
ENGAGED

https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Listservs/
Subscribe/152

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp

Contact your LAMD Liaison
Pinar Kose
Or email:

Pinar.kose@calrecycle.ca.gov



Disclaimer
This guidance tool was developed by CalRecycle as a courtesy for informational and 
example purposes only. Use of this tool is optional and is not a regulatory requirement. 
In the event of any conflict with this guidance tool or information herein, applicable 
statutory and regulatory provisions shall control. This tool and information herein are 
based on known facts and legal authority as understood by CalRecycle at the time of 
release. Any analysis, guidance, or other information herein may be subject to change 
based on changed facts or legal authority, actual or understood, subsequent to the time 
of this communication. The provision of this guidance tool and any analysis, guidance, 
or other information herein shall not be construed as a waiver of any rights or remedies 
available to CalRecycle. Recipients of this communication are encouraged to seek the 
assistance of legal counsel to comply with applicable state law based on their pertinent 
facts and circumstances.  CalRecycle makes no representation that use of this tool will 
ensure compliance with regulatory requirements. The user assumes all risk and 
CalRecycle accepts no responsibility or liability to any person because of the use of, or 
reliance upon, this tool or the information herein. 
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