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1. INTRODUCTION

This Technical Memorandum (TM) was prepared for Yolo County Community Services Department,
Environmental Health Division by Luhdorff and Scalmanini, Consulting Engineers to support the County’s
development and implementation of temporary, modified water well permitting procedures to comply
with the Governor’s Executive Order (EQ) N-7-22 issued on March 28, 2022 and replaced by EO N-3-23
on February 13, 20232 Included in Section 4 of EO N-3-23 are requirements that prior to issuing a new
well permit, all well permit applications (with limited exceptions) must be evaluated and a
determination must be made that (A) the proposed well is consistent with any applicable Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) and (B) the well will not likely interfere with the operation and function of
existing nearby wells or likely cause land subsidence that impacts nearby infrastructure.

A. Section 4A of the EO specifies that well permit applications in medium or high priority
groundwater basins or subbasins subject to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA) must be reviewed by the local Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) to ensure it is
not inconsistent with the GSP for the subbasin or basin where the well is planned.

B. Section 4B of the EO states that a permit cannot be issued without first determining that the
extraction of groundwater from the proposed well is (1) not likely to interfere with the
production and functioning of existing nearby wells and (2) not likely to cause subsidence that
would adversely impact or damage nearby infrastructure.

1 EO N-7-22 was replaced with EO N-3-23 on February 13, 2023, although all key elements of Section 9 of the
original EO (N-7-22) were unchanged and are still in effect under Section 4 in the new EO (N-3-23).



YoLo COuNTY EO N-3-23 TEMPORARY WELL PERMITTING PROCEDURES
PAGE 2

Yolo County is the well permitting entity for all areas of the County. This TM presents proposed
modifications to the County’s well permitting procedure to specifically address the County’s
responsibilities as the well permitting entity under Section 4B in the EO. EO N-3-23 is included as an
attachment to this TM. All modified well permitting procedures outlined in this TM are in addition to
existing County procedures and regulations relating to well permit application review and issuance. Yolo
County’s well permitting review process conducted in compliance with EO Section 4B is separate from,
but coordinated with, the applicable GSA’s EO Section 4A well permitting review process.

2. BACKGROUND

Yolo County overlaps three groundwater subbasins of the Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin with
additional areas outside of any groundwater basin. Groundwater basins and subbasins in California have
been delineated by the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to coincide with the extent of
unconsolidated geologic materials of alluvial origin. The groundwater subbasins overlapping the County
include the Yolo Subbasin with small areas within the Solano and Colusa Subbasins. The Yolo and Colusa
Subbasins are designated as high priority subbasins by DWR and the Solano Subbasin is a medium
priority subbasin. The area of the County within the Yolo, Solano, and Colusa Subbasins are referred to
in this TM as the “Valley Floor areas” of the County. The County also includes areas in the western part
of the County that are outside of any designated groundwater basin or subbasin. The areas outside of
the Valley Floor areas of the County are referred to as “Upland areas” of the County in this document.
Figure 1 presents the groundwater subbasin boundaries in relation to the County and highlights the
areas referred to as Valley Floor areas and Upland areas in this document.

The unconsolidated sediments that occur within the Valley Floor areas of the County have potential to
store and yield large quantities of groundwater. The geologic materials in the Valley Floor areas consist
primarily of unconsolidated alluvial sediments ranging from fine-grained clay to coarser-grained sands
and gravels. Because these materials are unconsolidated, they also have potential to compact when the
groundwater pore pressure is reduced (such as occurs when groundwater levels decline) within these
materials. Most historical land subsidence and potential for future land subsidence in the County are
attributable to this mechanism of compaction of unconsolidated sediments within the Valley Floor
areas. The consolidated geologic materials comprising the Upland areas of the County have very little or
no potential for compaction and any associated land subsidence.

The Yolo, Solano, and Colusa Subbasins have developed GSPs that address undesirable results related to
sustainability indicators consisting of groundwater levels, groundwater storage, groundwater quality,
land subsidence, and interconnected surface water. The GSAs within each of the three subbasins in the
County are responsible for implementing the GSP covering their jurisdiction and managing groundwater
in @ manner that is consistent with the GSP. The GSPs have defined sustainable management criteria
(SMC) including minimum thresholds, measurable objectives, and undesirable results for all applicable
sustainability indicators. The GSAs in the three subbasins have the authority and responsibility to ensure
groundwater management is sustainable in the subbasins and undesirable results are avoided including
through implementation of management actions and projects, as needed. Management actions
available for GSAs to implement could include demand management efforts such as limitations on
groundwater pumping or incentives for reducing pumping and can also include augmentation of water
supplies through enhanced recharge or other projects.

The Yolo Subbasin Groundwater Agency (YSGA), the GSA responsible for implementing the Yolo
Subbasin GSP, has identified “Focus Areas” based on physical characteristics and conditions, where
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additional review criteria are required by the YSGA to ensure wells are not inconsistent with the GSP.
Other GSAs within the County also have their own well permitting review processes and requirements.
Applicants should consult the appropriate GSA to ensure their application addresses all applicable GSA
well permitting requirements.
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Figure 1. Map of Groundwater Subbasins Overlapping Yolo County
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3. OVERVIEW OF PROCESS FOR REVIEWING WELL PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR
COMPLIANCE WITH EO N-3-23

Well permit applications will first be evaluated to determine if the proposed well is exempt from the
additional EO well permitting process. Wells producing less than two acre-feet per year for individual
domestic water use and public supply system wells are exempt from the EOQ. Monitoring wells and other
wells not intended for extraction of groundwater are also exempt from the EO well permitting
procedures. As indicated in the EO, well permit applications for the construction or alteration of other
types of wells with the purpose of extracting groundwater (production wells) for non-domestic or non-
public supply uses, including but not limited to agricultural (irrigation) and industrial uses, are subject to
the EO. Permit applications for conversion of a well from any of the exempt uses or well types to a non-
exempt use or well type are also subject to the EO.

Although the focus of this TM is the County’s EO well permit review process, the following provides a
summary of the EO Section 4A written verification process required of GSAs. In accordance with Section
4A of the EO, all new well permit applications for non-exempt wells located within the Valley Floor areas
of the County will be provided to the respective GSA to complete the analysis required by EO Section
4A, i.e., to determine whether the proposed well permit is consistent with the applicable GSP and would
not decrease the likelihood of achieving a sustainability goal for the basin covered by such a plan.
Applicants should review the well permitting procedures for the GSA within which they are applying for
a well permit. For wells in the Yolo Subbasin, which encompasses almost all of the Valley Floor areas in
Yolo County, the YSGA will review non-exempt well applications pursuant to EO Section 4A. The YSGA has
identified Focus Areas using various hydrologic data, reported citizen concerns, and professional
judgment to delineate areas in the Yolo Subbasin that warrant additional information and analysis as part
of the YSGA’s written verification process, including a hydrogeologist report analyzing the proposed well’s
impact on groundwater conditions. The YSGA's current Focus Area map and current well permit review
process are posted on the YSGA website: https://www.yologroundwater.org/well-permit-verification.
For well permit applications not located in Focus Areas, YSGA review will be based on the exceedance or
lack of exceedance of SMC established in the GSP. Applicants are advised to check with YSGA for changes
to its written verification process and Focus Area map, which may be adjusted from time to time by
action of the YSGA Board of Directors.

The County will review all non-exempt well permit applications for compliance with Section 4B. In
addition, all well permit renewals for non-exempt wells are subject to compliance with the County’s well
permitting procedures established to address the EO, as described in this TM.

The County will not issue well permits until: (1) the County has received written verification pursuant to
EO Section 4A from the responsible GSA that the well is not inconsistent with the applicable GSP; and (2)
applications have met the requirements of EO Section 4B, as described below. A flowchart is provided as
Exhibit A to provide a visual overview of the County’s EO well permit review process.

4. WELLS EXEMPT FROM COMPLIANCE WITH EO SECTION 4B

The following well applications are exempt from compliance with the EO well permitting process
because they are explicitly exempted in the EO or because they are unlikely to interfere with the
operation of nearby wells or cause land subsidence.
o  Wells producing less than two acre-feet per year for individual domestic water use on the same
parcel as the well; domestic water uses include those non-commercial uses associated with a

LYLSCE


https://www.yologroundwater.org/well-permit-verification

YoLo COuNTY EO N-3-23 TEMPORARY WELL PERMITTING PROCEDURES
PAGE 6

residential dwelling and related yard, garden and barnyard uses, and small personal crops within
the same parcel as the residential dwelling.

e Public supply system wells as defined in Health & Safety Code § 116275.

e Monitoring wells or other wells not intended for extraction of groundwater.

Applicants for a domestic well permit must complete and submit Exhibit B, and applicants seeking a
permit for a public water system well must complete and submit Exhibit C.

The following wells are exempt from further EO review by the County for compliance with EO Section
4B, but still require GSA review:

e Replacement production wells meeting the requirements for exemption herein.

e Minor alterations of production wells meeting the requirements for exemption herein.

With respect to permit applications for replacement production wells and minor alterations of
production wells meeting the requirements for exemption described below, additional Environmental
Health well permit application requirements and review procedures for determining compliance with EO
Section 4B will not be applied to such permits. The continued production of groundwater at a proposed
well site in a manner consistent with previous operation of the well being replaced or modified is
unlikely to interfere with the operation and function of nearby wells or cause land subsidence that
impacts nearby infrastructure. However, as noted above, such replacement production well and minor
alterations of production wells must still be reviewed by the applicable GSA and receive written
verification from the GSA confirming consistency with the applicable GSP as required by EO Section 4A.
See below for additional information.

All well permit applicants should be aware that the future operation of all wells, including EO -exempt
wells, within the Valley Floor areas of the County are subject to potential management actions
implemented by GSAs to manage groundwater and ensure groundwater sustainability is maintained and
undesirable results, including those related to land subsidence, are avoided.

Replacement Production Wells

A replacement production well is defined as a production well that is intended to replace an existing
active production well. A replacement well must have similar construction characteristics (e.g., same or
smaller casing size, similar proposed depth, similar screen interval) and groundwater production as the
well it is replacing. A replacement well must be located within 200 feet of, and on the same parcel as,
the well it is replacing and must not be located closer to existing nearby wells than the well it is
replacing.

To be considered a replacement well under the County’s permitting process, the well being replaced
must have been in active use for at least one year during the most recent five years and the applicant
must certify and adequately demonstrate the recent active use of the well through supporting
documentation (e.g., electrical or power records, pumping/flowmeter records, maintenance records).
Production wells that will increase total groundwater pumping relative to the well they are replacing are
not exempt from the additional compliance requirements of EO Section 4B. Efforts must be made to
locate records of the construction details, including the DWR Well Completion Report (WCR), of the well
that is being replaced. Copies of WCRs can be accessed or requested from DWR through the following
link: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Completion-Reports. If
records of the construction details for well depth and screen interval are not available for a well being
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replaced, the applicant should make reasonable efforts to obtain the information through downhole
investigative methods including tagging the total completed depth of the well or other methods.

Replacement production wells within the Yolo Subbasin must also be reviewed by the YSGA pursuant to
the YSGA’s EO review procedures. Replacement wells within the Colusa and Solano Subbasins are
subject to review in accordance with permitting procedures adopted by the respective GSAs for these
areas. An application for proper destruction of the well being replaced must be submitted at the time of
submittal of the replacement well installation application. Formal destruction of wells being replaced
must be conducted within six (6) months of the completion date (date of final inspection) of the
replacement well and shall be performed in accordance with County requirements for well destructions.

Applicants seeking a permit for a replacement well must complete and submit Exhibit D.

Minor Production Well Alterations

Minor alterations to production wells are modifications to the well structure that are not intended to
increase the discharge rate for the well or significantly alter the depth interval from which groundwater
is extracted with the well. Minor alterations may include activities such as installing casing liners,
patches, or other work although such work must not modify the well in a manner that increases the
total groundwater pumping. Applications for permits for minor well alterations will be subject to review
by the YSGA pursuant to the YSGA’s EO review procedures for wells within the Yolo Subbasin, including
wells within the YSGA's defined Focus Areas, and in accordance with permitting procedures adopted by
the respective GSAs in the Colusa and Solano Subbasins.

5. WELLS SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE WITH EO SECTION 4A AND 4B
(NON-EXEMPT WELLS)

Procedure for GSA Verification Required by EO Section 4A

Section 4A of the EO prohibits the County from issuing a permit for non-exempt wells unless the
respective GSA provides written verification that the extraction of groundwater from the proposed non-
exempt well would not: (i) be inconsistent with an adopted sustainable management program, and (ii)
decrease the likelihood of achieving a GSA sustainability goal. Accordingly, the County submits well
permit applications to the respective GSA to review. Applicants must comply with all applicable
verification requirements of the GSA. Most of the County is within the Yolo Subbasin and well permits in
the Yolo Subbasin will be referred to the YSGA for evaluation. If the applicable GSA includes best
management or other proposed or recommended conditions for the well as part of its written
verification, the County will include those items as required conditions of the well permit to ensure
compliance with the EO.

Procedure to Address EO Section 4B (1): Determining Well is Not Likely to Interfere with
Existing Wells

Well permit applications subject to the EO, including for new production wells (not replacement
production wells, as defined on the prior page) and production wells or well alterations considered
beyond the definition herein of the replacement production wells or minor well alterations, must be
determined unlikely to interfere with the function and operation of existing nearby wells to comply with
EO Section 4B(1). There are two ways by which an applicant can demonstrate that a proposed new well
or well alteration work is unlikely to interfere with the function and operation of nearby wells: 1)
meeting minimum separation distance from existing nearby wells, or 2) submitting a report by a
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professional geologist or hydrogeologist (licensed in the State of California) including associated
information concluding that the proposed well or well alteration work will not interfere with the
function and operation of nearby wells. Existing wells owned by the applicant located on the same
parcel as the proposed well or on a parcel adjacent to the parcel with the proposed well are exempt
from the minimum well separation distance requirement.

The County requires minimum well separation distances for ensuring proposed new wells or well
alterations are unlikely to interfere with the function and operation of nearby wells. Table 1 presents
these minimum required distances from nearby active wells according to the proposed well pumping
capacity and proposed well location in relation to Valley Floor or Upland areas. The minimum well
separation distances in Table 1 were developed with consideration of the hydrogeologic and well
characteristics within the County. Documentation of the methods used to develop the minimum well
separation distance criteria is included as an attachment to this TM.

Table 1. Minimum Well Separation Distances

Pumping Capacity
(gallons per minute)

Minimum Well Separation Distance
(feet)

Wells Within the Valley Floor Areas of the County

<500 250
500-999 500
1,000-1,499 1,000
1,500-1,999 2,000

>2,000

Report Required

Wells in the Upland Areas of the County

<15 500
15-99 1,000
2100 Report Required

For proposed wells within the Valley Floor areas with design pumping capacities greater than or equal to
2,000 gallons per minute, a report completed by a licensed professional geologist or hydrogeologist is
required to conclude the well is unlikely to interfere with the function and operation of nearby wells. For
proposed wells in the Upland areas with design pumping capacities greater than or equal to 100 gallons
per minute, a report by a licensed professional geologist or hydrogeologist will be required. If the
location of the proposed new well or well alteration does not meet the minimum separation distances
from existing wells presented in Table 1, the applicant may submit a report prepared by a licensed
professional geologist or hydrogeologist presenting site-specific information (e.g., aquifer properties)
and analyses concluding that the well is unlikely to interfere with the function and operation of nearby
wells.

For all non-exempt well permit applications, the applicant must submit a map and list of known active
wells within a radial distance equal to the minimum separation distance required for the well (as
presented in Table 1) plus 500 feet. The map should include the proposed well site with known nearby
active domestic, public supply, agricultural/irrigation, industrial, or other groundwater production wells.
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Active wells include wells recently operated (within last five years) as production wells and equipped
with an operational pumping and discharge assembly, or wells in the process of being prepared to be
operated. The table listing known nearby wells must include the well type, latitude/longitude
coordinates, distance from the proposed well site (in feet), and Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN). Any
wells owned by the applicant should be indicated on the map and list of nearby wells. The County will
review the information on nearby wells provided by the applicant in conjunction with additional review
of available well location information from Environmental Health’s database to confirm the minimum
well separation is satisfied. However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to investigate and confirm
the accuracy and completeness of the list of nearby wells.

Applications relying on the submittal of a report by a licensed professional geologist or hydrogeologist to
address the minimum separation distance requirement must include a map and list of known wells
within the appropriate separation distance demonstrated in the report, plus an additional 500 feet. The
report must also include technical analyses and justification for why the proposed separation distance is
unlikely to impact the function and operation of nearby wells, in addition to addressing the
requirements of EO Section 4B (i.e., interference with existing wells and subsidence). Such a report
submitted to comply with EO Section 4B may be satisfied through submittal of a report that complies
with the GSA permit review/verification process and hydrogeologist report requirement (if required), so
long as the technical analysis and justification provided in the report also comply with the County’s
requirements for addressing EO Section 4B, as described in this TM.

Procedure to Address EO Section 4B (2): Determining Well is Not Likely to Cause Land
Subsidence

As described above, the principal cause of land subsidence in the Valley Floor areas of the County is the
regional persistent lowering of groundwater levels and associated decreases in pore pressure in the
groundwater system. Such conditions are a result of the aggregate groundwater extraction by many
wells and are distinct from intermittent water level changes associated with seasonal fluctuations or
localized pumping influences from a given individual well. The Upland areas of the County outside of the
Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin have hydrogeologic properties that make the occurrence of land
subsidence caused by groundwater pumping very unlikely because of the consolidated nature of many
of the geologic materials in these areas and limited thickness of any alluvial sediments in these parts of
the County. For new well permit applications in Upland areas of the County where land subsidence
caused by groundwater pumping is very unlikely to occur because of the geologic setting, the well will
be determined unlikely to cause land subsidence and no review of the well permit application for
potential to cause land subsidence will be required.

The procedure for reviewing the compliance of new well permit applications with EO Section 4B(2)
within the Valley Floor areas of the County will rely on the review of the GSA where the well is located.
The GSAs are the local entities responsible for implementing the GSPs in the Valley Floor areas of the
County. The GSPs include thresholds and metrics for undesirable results, including for land subsidence
impacts on infrastructure. The objective of the GSPs is to avoid undesirable results. Therefore, if a well is
determined to not be inconsistent with the applicable GSP, based on the review process established by
the responsible GSA, the County will consider it to be unlikely to cause land subsidence that will damage
nearby infrastructure.
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Well Permit Term

All well permits (exempt and non-exempt wells) will continue to be valid for two years from the date of
issuance while the EQ is in effect due to delayed drilling times associated with the EO-required
procedures. If a permittee cannot complete the permitted well within two years, and applies for an
extension before the permit expires, the County may extend the permit for two additional years. As
noted above, all non-exempt well permit renewals are subject to compliance with the County’s EO well
permitting procedures described in this TM.

6. PERIODIC REVIEW OF PROCESS

The County, in consultation with the GSAs in the County, will periodically review the well permitting
process and groundwater conditions, including the status of groundwater sustainability indicators
(groundwater levels, groundwater storage, groundwater quality, land subsidence, depletion of
interconnected surface water), groundwater use, and trends in well permit applications within the
County and may adjust the well permitting procedures to ensure the process complies with the EO and
addresses other County well permitting responsibilities. The County will initiate a review of the well
permitting process upon receiving notification from any GSA within the County about significant
changes in groundwater conditions, land uses and water demands, water supply, or effects on beneficial
users. Additionally, the County may initiate a review of the well permitting process in response to
findings presented in GSP periodic evaluations and updates conducted for the subbasins in the County,
as are required by SGMA at least every five years.
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ATTACHMENT: EXECUTIVE ORDER N-3-23



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-3-23

WHEREAS on April 21, 2021, May 10, 2021, July 8, 2021, and October 19,
2021, | proclaimed States of Emergency due to drought conditions that continue
today and exist across California; and

WHEREAS climate change continues to intensify the impacts of droughts
on our communities, environment, and economy, and these impacts continue
to affect groundwater basins, local water supplies, and ecosystems, resulting in
continuing drought in the State; and

WHEREAS the ongoing drought continues to have significant, immediate
impacts on communities with vulnerable water supplies, farms that rely on
imigation to grow food and fiber, and fish and wildlife that rely on stream flows
and cool water; and

WHEREAS early, substantial rains in October and December 2021 gave
way to the driest January-February-March period in over 100 years in California,
leading the October 2021 to September 2022 water year to end with statewide
precipitation at 76 percent of average, with statewide reservoir storage at 69
percent of average, and with Lake Oroville—the State Water Project’s largest
reservoir—at 64 percent of average; and

WHEREAS in January 2023, the State experienced one of the wettest three-
week periods on record, yielding a snowpack that was at 205 percent of
average on February 1, 2023, yet to date February has been drier than average;
and

WHEREAS the current snowpack has not reduced stresses upon the State's
water resources, including low storage levels, depleted aquifers, and diminished
local water supplies; and

WHEREAS the State can expect continued swings between extreme wet
and exireme dry periods that can present risks of severe flooding and extreme
drought in the same year; and

WHEREAS California must adapt to a hotter, drier future in which a greater
share of rain and snowfall during the wetter months will be absorbed by dry soils,
consumed by plants, and evaporated into the air, leaving less water for
communities, species, and agriculture; and

WHEREAS the frequency of hydrologic extremes experienced in the State
is indicative of an overarching need to continually reexamine policies fo
promote resiliency in a changing climate; and

WHEREAS Californians confinue to make progress conserving water, with
urban water users conserving 17.1 percent statewide in December 2022
compared to December 2020 and agricultural producers continuing to invest in
more efficient irrigation; and

WHEREAS despite this progress, the uncertainty of precipitation during the
remainder of the winter and spring, and the potential of dry conditions next

it




winter and of drought conditions extending to a fifth year, make it necessary for
the State to continue water-conservation measures and drought-resilience
actions to extend available supplies, protect water reserves, and maintain
critical flows for fish and wildlife; and

WHEREAS as directed in “California’'s Water Supply Strategy: Adapting fo a
Hotter, Drier Future,” the State plans to stretch water supplies by storing,
recycling, de-salting, and conserving the water it will need to keep up with the
increasing pace of climate change; and

WHEREAS multiple regions of the State, such as the Klamath Basin and the
Colorado River system, face severe water shortage conditions, and
groundwater basins in the Central Valley continue to be depleted from years of
drought and overdraft; and

WHEREAS groundwater use accounts for 41 percent of the State’s total
water supply on an average annual basis but as much as 58 percent in a
critically dry year, and approximately 85 percent of public water systems rely on
groundwater as their primary supply; and

WHEREAS capturing and storing storm and snowpack runoff underground
to recharge aquifers is an important strategy to help regions stabilize water
supplies in the face of hydrologic extremes; and

WHEREAS state agencies have created streamlined permitting pathways
to enable groundwater recharge that augments natural aquifer recharge, while
protecting the environment and other water users, but more opportunities exist
to facilitate groundwater recharge; and

WHEREAS coordination between local entities that approve permits for
new groundwater wells and local groundwater sustainability agencies is
important to achieving sustainable levels of groundwater in critically
overdrafted basins; and

WHEREAS to protect public health and safety, it is critical the State take
certain immediate actions without undue delay to prepare for and mitigate the
effects of the drought conditions, and under Government Code section 8571, |
find that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this
Order would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of the
drought conditions.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California,
in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular,
Government Code sections 8567, 8571, and 8627, do hereby issue the following
Order to become effective immediately:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The orders and provisions contained in my State of Emergency
Proclamations dated April 21, 2021, May 10, 2021, July 8, 2021, and
October 19, 2021, and Executive Orders N-10-21 (July 8, 2021) and N-7-
22 (March 28, 2022), remain in full force and effect, except as modified
by those proclamations and orders and herein. State agencies shall




continue to implement all directions from those proclamations and
orders and accelerate implementation where feasible.

. To maximize the extent to which winter precipitation recharges
underground aquifers, the Department of Water Resources, the State
Water Resources Control Board (Water Board), and the Department of
Fish and Wildlife shall continue to collaborate on expediting permitting
of recharge projects and shall work with local water districts to
facilitate recharge projects.

. Paragraph 4 of my State of Emergency Proclamation dated May 10,
2021 and Paragraph 4 of my State of Emergency Proclamation dated
July 8, 2021 are withdrawn, and each is replaced with the following
text:

To ensure adequate water supplies for purposes of health, safety, the
environment, or drought resilient water supplies, the Water Board shall
consider modifying requirements for reservoir releases or diversion
limitations in Central Valley Project or State Water Project facilities to:

(i) conserve water upstream later in the year in order to protect cold
water pools for salmon and steelhead, (i) enhance insfream conditions
for fish and wildlife, (iii) improve water quality, (iv) protect carry-over
storage, {v) ensure minimum health and safety water supplies,

or (vi) provide opportunities to maintain or to expand water supplies
north and south of the Delta. The Water Board shall require monitoring
and evaluation of any such changes to inform future actions. For any
actions taken pursuant to this paragraph and any approvals granted
in furtherance of this paragraph, Water Code Section 13247 and Public
Resources Code, Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) and
regulations adopted pursuant to that Division are suspended. Nothing
in this Paragraph affects or limits the validity of actions already taken or
ongoing under Paragraph 4 of my May 10, 2021 Proclamation or
Paragraph 4 of my July 8, 2021 Proclamation.

. Paragraph 9 of Executive Order N-7-22 is withdrawn and replaced with
the following text:

To protect health, safety, and the environment during this drought
emergency, a county, city, or other public agency shall not:

a. Approve a permit for a new groundwater well or for alteration of
an existing well in a basin subject to the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act and classified as medium- or
high-priority without first obtaining written verification from a
Groundwater Sustainability Agency managing the basin or area
of the basin where the well is proposed to be located that
groundwater extraction by the proposed well would not be
inconsistent with any sustainable groundwater management
program established in any applicable Groundwater
Sustainability Plan adopted by that Groundwater Sustainability
Agency and would not decrease the likelihood of achieving a
sustainability goal for the basin covered by such a plan; or




b. Issue a permit for a new groundwater well or for alteration of an
existing well without first determining that extraction of
groundwater from the proposed well is (1) not likely to interfere
with the production and functioning of existing nearby wells, and
{2) not likely to cause subsidence that would adversely impact or
damage nearby infrastructure.

This Paragraph shall not apply to permits for wells (i) that will provide
less than two acre-feet per year of groundwater for individual
domestic users, (i) that will exclusively provide groundwater to public
water supply systems as defined in section 116275 of the Health and
Safety Code, or [iii) that are replacing existing, currently permitted
wells with new wells that will produce an equivalent quantity of water
as the well being replaced when the existing well is being replaced
because it has been acquired by eminent domain or acquired

while under threat of condemnation.

5. No later than April 28, 2023, state agencies shall send me their
recommendations for what further actions, if any, are necessary for on-
going emergency drought response, and their views on whether any
existing provisions in my proclamations and executive orders related to
the drought emergency are no longer needed to prepare for and
mitigate the effects of the drought conditions.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be
filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and
nofice be given of this Order.

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of
California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other
person.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and caused
the Great Seal of the State of
Cadlifornia to be affixed this 13th day
of February 2023.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D.
Secretary of State
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ATTACHMENT: DOCUMENTATION OF METHODS USED TO DEVELOP WELL
SEPARATION DISTANCES TO ADDRESS EXECUTIVE ORDER N-3-23 SECTION 4
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EXHIBITS



EXHIBIT A

Flowchart of Yolo County EO Well Permit Review Process

Yolo County
Modified Well Permit Process

(in accordance with EO N-3-23)

EO N-3-23 Exemptions
« Public water supply well

» Domestic well producing less than No modified
two (2) acre-ft annually procedure

» Well not used to extract required
groundwater

New
Production
Well

GSA verification
Well Alteration Repl\i;:ee”rnent that well is not
inconsistent with
applicable GSP
(thereby also
satisfying 4B2)

Applicant provides
Proposed well report from qualified
is NOT professional
compliaTwith Copcluding well
EO unlikely to affect
function of nearby

No modified
procedure
required

Proposed well

- - IS compliant
Well Separation Distances Table with EO
Minor Alterations Criteria Pumping Minimum
« No increase in well production Capacity (gpm) Separation
« No significant change to depth Distance (feet)
interval from which groundwater is Wells in Valley Floor Areas
extracted with the well <500 250 Separation Distance Evaluation
500-999 500 . Appllca_nt _must map known actlvg
— wells within the required separation
Replacement Well Criteria 1,000-1,499 1,000 distance plus 500 feet.
* Replacing actively used well (within 1,500-1,999 2,000 « Existing active wells owned by the
. {/E\i/?:hsnyears) d distance of wel >2.000 Report required applicant located on same parcel as
mnin required distance of we Wells in Upland Areas the proposed well or on an adjacent
being replaced p ! .
. - . parcel are not considered in
* No increase in well production <15 500 separation distance requirement.
« Similar construction characteristics
. 15-100 1,000
as well being replaced .
=100 Report required




OFFICE USE

Well Permit No.

EXHIBIT B

Well for Individual Domestic Use

As the owner of the proposed well or existing well to be altered and as a necessary condition on the
issuance of a water well construction permit for a new groundwater well or alteration of an existing
groundwater well, | hereby declare for myself, successors and assigns, that no more than two (2) acre
feet per year will be pumped from the well AND that all water pumped from the well will be used only
to supply water for the domestic needs of an individual residence. Without limiting the foregoing, |
acknowledge that such needs do not include any commercial use regardless of scale, including, without
limitation, use for the growing of food or other crops for sale in any venue, including, without limitation,
at a local farmer’s market.

Signature: Date:

Printed Name:




OFFICE USE

Well Permit No.

EXHIBIT C

Well for a Public Water Supply System

The public water system name is:

The public water system identification number is:

As an authorized representative for the water system identified above, | hereby declare that the
proposed well or existing well to be altered will be exclusively used to provide groundwater to the public
water supply system for human consumption as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 116275. |
further declare that a previously constructed public water supply system well will not be replaced by the
proposed well such that the previously constructed well can be used for purposes other than human
consumption.

Signature: Date:

Printed Name:

Title:




OFFICE USE

Well Permit No:

EXHIBIT D

Replacement Well Application:

As the owner of the proposed replacement well for agricultural (irrigation), commercial or
industrial uses, | hereby declare and acknowledge for myself, successors and assigns, that:

[ ] Characteristics provided relating to the well being replaced, including but not limited to,
casing size, well depth and screen interval, are accurate to the best of my knowledge.

[ ] Anapplication for a well destruction permit for the well being replaced must be submitted
and approved before the replacement well permit can be issued.

[ ] The well that is being replaced will be properly destroyed in accordance with County
requirements for well destruction within six (6) months of the date of final inspection of

the replacement well.

[ ] The well being replaced has have been in active use for at least one (1) year during the
most recent five (5) years. Relevant documents such as electrical or power records,
pumping/flowmeter records or maintenance records that demonstrate the recent active
use of the well being replaced must be submitted to substantiate this statement.

Please provide the name and descriptions of the supporting documentation demonstrating
the recent active use of the well and submit a copy of the documentation.

Document Name/Title Description of Document Contents

Please initial the box for each statement above and sign below certifying the accuracy of these
statements.

Well owner signature: Date:

Printed Name:

Form created on 03/28/2024
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