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Notice of Preparation
October 9, 2008
To; Reviewing Agencies

Re: Yolo County 2030 Countywide General Plan
SCH# 2008102034

Attached for your review and comment is the Notice of Preparation (INOF) for the Yolo County 2030 Countywide
General Plan draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

Responyible agencies must transmit their comments on the scope and content of the NOP, focusing on specific

inforrpation related to their own statutory responsibility, within 30 days of receipt of the NOP from the Lead
Agency. This is a courtesy notice provided by the State Clearinghonse with a reminder for you to comment i a
timely marmer. We encourage other agencics to also respond 1o this notice and express their concerns early in the
environmental review process.

Pleuse direct your comments {o:

David Morrison

Yolo County Planning & Public Works
292 'W. Beamer Street

Woodland, CA 95695

with @ copy to the State Clearinghouse in the Office of Planning and Research. Please refer to the SCH numbey
noted above in all correspondence concerning this project.

1f you have any questions about the environmental document review process, please call the State Clearinghouse at
{316} 445-0613.

Sincerely,
d/ML,‘ ‘W.‘
Scott Morgan
Assistant Deputy Director & Senior Planner, State Clearinghouse

Attachments
cc: Lead Agency

1400 10th Street  P.0O. Box 3044  Sacramento, California 95812-3044
{916) 445-0613  FAX (916) 323-3018  www.opr.ca.gov
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| | RECEIVED | (L.
David Morrison . ‘ | 0CT $ 1 2008 -0 )
Yolo County Planning & Public Works @_
292 West Beamer Street: STATE CLEARING HOUSE

Woodland, CA 95695

RE: Notice of Preparation for a Draft Environmental Inxpact Report for the Yolo County 2030
Countywide General Plan, SCHAGH0 s Hmes ‘

;]

Dear Mr. Morrison:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your Notice of Preparation for a Draft
Environmental lmpact Report (DEIR) for the county’s general plan update. In preparing the
general plan and accompanying DEIR, the county should examine the sections of state planning
law that itivolve potential hazards the county may face. For your information, I have underlined
specific sections of state planning law where identification and analysis of hazards are discussed
(sec Attachment A). -

Prior to fhe release of the draft general plan or within the DEIR, county staff or your consuliants
should exaniine each of the requirements in state planning law and determine if there are hazard
issues within the unincorporated communities which the general plan should address. A table in
the DEIR (or general plan) which identifies these specific issues and where they are addressed in
the general plan would be helpful in demonstrating the county has complied with these
requirements. 1f the DEIR determines that state planning law requirements have not been met, it
should recommend that these issues be addressed in the general plan as a mitigation measure.

We note that state planning law includes a requirement for consultations with state agencies in
regard to information related to hazards. OES would be happy to sharc all available mformation
at our disposal to fecilitate the county’s ability to comply with state planming and envirommental
laws, ' Coe

If you have any guestions about these comments, please contact Andréw Rush at {916) 845-8269

or andrew.rush@OES.ca.gov.
_Sincerely, 7 )

\ " - ' - . »'r(:".ﬂ,l' .
~'J..WMV/V7 fosior C a 8 f‘/u“..»'i(:_--‘""‘ \]
£

Dennis Castrilio
Environmental Officer

ce: Office of Planming and Research
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Attachment A
Hamrds and State Planning Law Requxrements

General Plan Consistency

~ 65300.5. In construing the provisions of this article, the Legslature intends that the general plan
and elements and parts thereof compnse an infegrated, internally consistent and compatible
statement of policies for the. adoptmg agency. -

Seven Mandated Elements

65302, The general plan shall consist of 4 statement of development policies and shall include a
diagram or diaerams and text setting forth objectives, principles, standards. and man proposals.
The plan shall include the following élements:

(a) A land use element that designates the propgsed general dxsmbutlon and geneml location
and extent of the uses of the land for housing, business, 1ndusﬁy open space, including
agriculture, natural resources, recreation, and enjoyment of scenic beauty, education, public
buildings and grounds, solid and liquid waste disposal facilities, and other categories of public
and private uses of lend. The location and designation of the extent of the uses of the land for
public and private uses shall consider the identification of land and natural resources pursuant to
paragraph (3) of subdivision (d). The Jand use element shall include a statement of the standards
of population density and building intensity recommended for the various districts and other
ferritory covered by the plan. The land use element shall identify and amuallx review those
areas covered by the plan that are subjgct to flooding identified by flood plain mapping prepared
by the Federal Bmergency Management Agency (FEMA) or the Department of Water Resourccs
The land use element shall also do both of the following:

(1) Designate in a land use category that provides for timber production those parcels of real
property zoned for timberland production pursuant to the California Timberland Productivity Act
of 1982, Chapter 6.7 (commencing with Section 51100) of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5.

(2) Consider the impact of new growth on military readiness activities carried out on military
bases, installations, and operating and training areas, when proposing zoning ordinances or
desxgnatmg land uses covered by the general plan for land, or other territory adjacent to military
facilities, or underlymg designated military aviation routes and airspace.

(A) In determining the impact of new growth on military readiness activities, information
provided by military facilities shall be considered. Cities and counties shall address military
impacts based on information from the military and other sources.

(B) The following definitions govern this paragraph:

(i) "Military readiness activities" mean all of the following:

(i) Training, support, and operations *fcha‘c prepm ¢ the men and women of the military for
combat,

(II) Operation, maintenance, and secumy of any military mstallanon

(1) Testing of military equipment; vehicles, weapons, and sensors for proper operation or
suitability for combat use.

(if) "Military installation" means a base, camp, post, station, yard, center, homeport facility for
any ship, or other activity under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of Defense as
defined in paragraph (1) of subsection (e) of Section 2687 of Title 10 of the United States Code.
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() A circulation element consisting of the general location and extent of existing and proposed..
major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, any military airports and ports, and other- . .
local public utilities and facilities, all correlated with the land use element of'the plan.

(c) A housing element as provided in Article 10.6 (commencing with Section 65580).

(d) (1) A conservation glement for the conservation. development, and utilization of natural,
resources including water and its hydraulic force, forests, soils, rivers and other waters, harbors,.
fisheries, wildlife, minerals, and other natural resources. The conservation clement shall consider
the effect of development within the jurisdiction, as described in the Jand use element, on natural
resources Jocated on public lands, including military installations. ‘That portion of the
conservation clement including waters shall be developed in coordination with any countywide
water agency and with all district and city agencies, including flood management, water
conservation, or groundwater agencies that have developed, served, controlied, managed, or
conserved water of any type for any purpose in the county or city for which the plan is prepared.
Coordination shall include the discussion and evaluation of any water supply and demand
information described in Section 65352.5, if that information has been submitted by the water
agency to the city or county. :

(2) The conservation element may also cover all of the following:

(A) The reclamation of land and waters.

(B) Prevention and control of the pollution of streams and other waters.

(C) Regulation of the use of land in stream channels and other areas required for the

accomplishment of the conservation plan.

"~ (D) Prevention, contrel, and correction of the erosion of soils, beaches, and shores.

(E) Protection of watersheds,

(F) The location, quantity and quality of the rock, sand and gravel resources.

(3) Upon the next revision of the housing element on or after January 1, 2009, the conservation
element shall identify rivers, creeks, streams, flood cormridors, riparian habitats, and land that may
accommodate floodwater for purposes of groundwater recharge and stormwater management.

(¢) An open-space element as provided in Article 10.5 (commencing with Section 65560).

(f) (1) A noise element which shall identify and appraise noise problems in the community.
The noise element shall recognize the guidelines established by the Office of Noise Control in
the State Department of Health Care Services and shall analyze and quantify, to the extent
practicable, as determined by the legislative body, current and projected noise levels for all of the
following sources:

(A) Highways and freeways,

(B) Primary arterials and major local streets.

(C) Passenger and freight on-line railroad operations and ground rapld transit systems.

(D) Commercial, general aviation, heliport, helistop, and military airport operations, aircraft
overflights, jet engine test stands, and 21l other ground facilities and maintenance functions
related to airport operation. _

(B) Local industrial plants, including, but not limited to, railroad classification yaxds.

(F) Other ground stationary noise sowrces, including, but not limited to, military installations,
identified by local agencies as contributing to the community noise environment.

{2) Noise contours shall be shown for all of these sources and stated in terms of community
noise equivalent Jevel (CNEL) or day-night average level (Ldn). The noise contours shall be
prepared on the basis of noise monitoring or following generally accepted noise modeling
techniques for the various sources identified in paragraphs (1) to (6), inclusive.
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"(3)-The noise contours shall be used as & guide for establishing a pattern of land uses in the, .
land use element that minimizes the exposure of community residents to excessive noise. -« - ..

(4) The noise clement shall include implementation measures and possible solutions that-
address existing and foreseeable noise problcms, if any. The adopted noise element shall.serve as
a guideline for compliance with the state's noise insulation standards. - o

(&) (1) A-safety element for the protection of the community from any unreasonable msks
associated with the effects of seismically induced surfacs rupture, ground shaking, eround -
failure, tsunami, seiche, and dam failure: slope instability leading to mudslides and ]andsiidés;

subsidence, liquefaction, and other seismic hazards identified pursuant to Chapter 7.8

(commencing with Section 2690) of Division 2 of the Public Resources Code, and other geo}o gic

hazards known to the legislative hody: flooding; and wild land and urban fires. The safety
- glement shall include mapping of known seismic and other geologic hazards. It shall also address
evacuation routes, military jnstallations, peakload water supply requirements. and minimum road
widths and clearances around structures, as those items relate to identified fire and geologic
hazards.
: (2) The safety element, upon the next revision of the housmg clement on or after January 1,
© 2009, shall also do the foﬂowmg

(A) Identify information regarding flood hazards, including, 'but not limited to, 1he following:

(i) Flood hazard zones. As used in this subdivision, "flood hazard zone' means an area subject
to flooding that is delineated as either a special hazard area or an area of moderate or minimal
hazard on an official flood insurance rate map issued by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. The identification of 2 flood hazard zone does not imply that areas outside the flood
hazard zones or uses permitted within flood hazard zones will be free from flooding or flood
damage. .

(i1) National Flood Insurance Program maps published by FEMA.

(iif) Information about flood hazards that 15 available from the United States Army Corps of
Engineers.

(iv) Designated floodway maps that are available from the Central Valley Flood Protection
Board.

(v) Dam failore inundation maps prepared pursuant to Section 8589.5 that are available from
the Office of Emergency Services.

(vi) Awareness Floodplain Mapping Pregram maps and 200-year flood plain maps that are or
may be available from, or accepted. by, the Department of Water Resources.

(vil) Maps of levee protection zones.

(viil) Areas subject to inundation in the event of the failure of project or nonproject levees or
floodwalls. _

(ix) Historical data on flooding, including Jocally prepared maps of areas that are subject to
flooding, areas that are vulnerable to ﬂoodmg after wndfires and sites that have been repeatedly
damaged by flooding. :

(%) Existing and planned development in ﬂood ha/ard zones, including structures, roads,
utilities, and essential public facilities.

(xi) Local, state, and federal agencies with responsibility for flood protection, including special
districts and Jocal offices of emergency services.

(B) Establish a set of comprehensive goals, policies, and objectives based on the information
identified pursuant to subparagraph (A), for the protection of the community from the
ureasonable risks of flooding, including, but not limited to:
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(1) Avoiding or minimizing the risks of flooding to new developmem R :

(if) Evaluating whether new development should be located in.flood hazard zones, and
identifying construction methods or other nzethods to rmn;zmze damage if new: development is
located in flood hazard zones. : ,

(iii) Malntammg the structural and oper auona] mtegnty of essen’ua] pubhc facﬂmes dzmng
flooding. »

(iv) Locating, when feaszble new essential pubhc famhtzes outsxde of ﬁood hazazd ZONeS,

* including hospitals and health care facilities, emergency shelters, fire stations, emergency
command centers, and cmergcncy communications facilities or xdentlfymg construction methods-
or other methods to minimize damage if these facilities are located in flood hazard zones.

(v) Establishing cooperative working reiationshztps among public agencies with responsibility
for flood protection.

(C) Establish a set of feasible implementation measures demgned to carry out the goals,
policies, and objectives established pursuant fo subparagraph (B).

(3) After the initial revision of the safety element pursuant to paragraph (2), upon each revision
of the housing element, the planning agency shall review and, if 1eCessary, revise the safety
element to identify new information that was not available during the previous revision of the
safety element.

(4) Cities and counties that have flood plain management ordinances that have been approved
by FEMA that substantially comply with this section, or have substantially equivalent provisions
to this subdivision in their general plans, may use that information in the safety element to
comply with this subdjvision, and shall summarize and incorporate by reference into the safety
element the other general plan provisions or the flood plain ordinance, specifically showing how.
each reqwrement of this subdivision has been met.

(5) Prior to the periodic review of its geperal plan and prior to preparing or revising its safety
element. each city and county shall consult the California Geological Survey of the Department
of Conservation, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board. if the city or county is located
within the boundaries of the Sacramento and San Joaquin Drainage District, as set forth in
Section 8501 of the Water Code, and the Office of Emergency Services for the purpose of
incinding information known by and available to the department, the office, and the board
required by this subdivision.

(6) To the extent that a county's safety element is sufficiently detailed and contalns appropriate
policics and programs for adoption by a city, a ity may adopt that portion of the county's safety
element that pertains to the city's planming area in satisfaction of the requirement imposed by this
subdivision.

Consistency with Airport Land Use Plans

653302.3. (a) The general plan, and any applicable specific plan prepared pursuant to Article 8
(commencing with Section 65430), shall be consistent with the plan adopted or amended
pursuang to Section 21675 of the Public Utilities Code.

Review of Safety Element

65302.5. (2) Al least 45 davs prior to adoption or amendment of the safety element, sach county
and city shall submit to the Division of Mines and Geology of the Department of Conservation
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" one copy ofa draﬁ of the saff:.w element or amendment an y techmca] studies used fm' o
 developingthe safety elemeént. The division may review dxaftq submitted to it fo. detennme RN
whether they incorporate known seismic and other geologic hazard mfommtlon, and report its - -
findings to the planning agency within 30 days of receipt of the draft of the safety. element or
' amendment pursuant to this subdivision. The legislative body shall copsider the division's i
findings prior to final adoption of the safely element or amendment unless the division's findings
are not availabie within the above prescribed time limits or unless the division has indicated to
the city or county that the division will not review the safety elernent, If the division's findings -
are not available within those prescribed time limits. the legislative body may tzke the division's
findings into consideration at the time it considers fiuture amendments to the safety. element.
Each county and city shall nrovide the division with a copy of its adopted safety element or

amendments. The division may review adopted safety elements or amendments and report its
findings. All findings made by the division shall be advisory to the planning agency and
legislative body.

(1) The draft element of or draft amendment to the safety element of 2 county or.a r.a city's general

plan shall be submitted to the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection and to every local
agency that provides fire protection to territory in the city or county at Jeast 90 days prior to

either of the following:
(A) The adoption or amendment to the safety element of its general plan for each county that

contains state responsibility areas.
(B) The adoption or amendment to the safety element of its general plan for each cﬁ:y or county
that contains a very high fire hazard severity zone as defined pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Section 51177.
(2) A_county that containg state responsibility areas and a city or county that contains a very high
fire hazard severity zone as defined pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 51177, shall submit
for review the safetv element of its general plan to the State Board of Forestrv and Fire
Protection and to every iocal agency that provides fire protection to territory in the city or county
in accordance with the following dates as specified, unless the local government submitted the
element within five yeags prior to that date:
(A) Local governments within the reglonal jurisdiction of the San Diego Asscciation of
Governments: December 31, 2010.
(B) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the Southern California As sociation of
Governments: December 31, 2011.
(C) Loéal governments within the regional Jurlsdwtlon of the Association of Bay Area
Governments: December 31, 2012.
(D) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the Council of Fresno County
Governments, the Kern County Council of Governments, and the Sacramento Area Council of
Governments: June 30,2013,
(E) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the Association of Monterey Bay Area
Governments: December 31, 2014. '
(F) All other local governments: December 31, 2015. :
(3) The State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection shall, and a Jocal agency may. review the
draft or an existing safety element and report its written recommendations to the planning agency
within 60 davs of itg receipt of the draft or existing safety element. The State Board of Forestry
and Fire Protection and local agency shall review the draft or existing safety element and may
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" offer wmten 'recommendatzonq for ohan es to the draft or: ex1stm safet 5 ement.re az'dm both

" of the following: -
{A) Uses of land and _pohcws i state responsxb:hiy areds Emd very h gh fire hazard sevemx
zones that will protect life, vronertvg and natural resources from unreaqonable rzsks assocxatcd

with wildland fires,

(B) Methods and strateg}es for Wzldla.nd fire risk reduction and prevention WJthm state

responsibility areas and very high hazard severity zones.
(b) Prior to the adoption of its draft element or draft amendment, the board of supervisors of 1he:

county or the city council of a ity shall-consider the recommendations made by the State Board
- of Forestry and Fire Protection and any local agency that provides fire protection to terxitory in
- the ¢ity or county. If the board of supervisors or city council determines not to accept all or
some of the recommendations, if any, made by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection or
local agency. the board of supervisors or city council shall communicate in writing to the State
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection or to the local agency, its reasons for not
accepting the recommendations.

Open Space Plans

65560. (2) "Local open-space plan” is the open-space element of a county or city general plan
adopted by the board or council, either as the local open-space plan or as the interim local open-
space plan adopted pursuant to Section 65563.

(b) "Open-space land" is any parcel or aree of land or water that is essentially unimproved and
devoted to an open-space use as defined in this section, and that is designated on a Jocal,_regional
or state open-space plan as any of the following:

- (1) Open space for the preservation of natural resources including, but not limited to, areas
required for the preservation of plant and animal life, including habitat for fish and wildlife
species; areas required for ecologic and other scientific study purposes; rivers, streams, bays and
estuaries; and coastal beaches, lakeshores, banks of rivers and streams, and watershed lands.

(2) Open space used for the managed production of resources, including but not limited to,
forest lands, rangeland, agricultural lands and areas of econormic importance for the production
of food or fiber; areas required for recharge of groundwater basins; bays, estuaries, marshes,
rivers and streams which are important for the management of commercial fisheries; and areas
containing major mineral deposits, mcluémg those in short supply.

(3} Open space for outdoor recreation, including but not limited to, areas of outstagding scenic,
historic and cultural value; areas particularly suited for park and recreation purposes, including
access to lakeshores, beaches, and rivers and streams; and areas which serve as links between
major recreation and open-space reservations, including utility easerpents, banks of rivers and
streams, trails, and scenic highway corridors.”
(4) Open space for public health and safety. including, but not limited to, areas which yequire

special management or regulation beeanse of hazardous or special conditions such as earthquake
fault zongs, unstable soil areas. flood plains, watersheds, areas presenting high fire risks, areas
required for the protection of water quality and water reservoirs and areas required for the
protection and enhancement of air guality.

TOTAL P.009



