




















CHAPTER 1.0 INTRODUCTION 

On June 14, 1994, the Yolo County Board of Supervisors adopted goals and objectives 
for the Off-Channel Mining Plan (OCMP) and Cache Creek Resources Management Plan 
(CCRMP). In doing so, the Board recognized that although mining is an important 
consideration, the creek is integrally bound to the environmental and social resources of 
the County, including drainagelflood protection, water supply and conveyance, wildlife 
habitat, recreation, and agricultural productivity. As such, development of these plans is 
based on the key assumption that the creek must be viewed as an integrated system, 
with an emphasis on the management of all of Cache Creek's resources, rather than a 
singular focus on the issue of mining. The OCMP and CCRMP establish a number of 
goals to assist in this overall management, balancing issues and concerns within the 
overriding vision of enhancing the variety of resource needs for the region. 

The OCMP presents a comprehensive and integrated planning framework for regulating 
and protectinq the Cache Creek area, based on fact and science. The plan assumes that 
there is a place in Yolo County for gravel mining, while placing emphasis on habitat 
restoration. Commercial in-stream mining would be stopped, and the foundation would 
be laid for creating public recreation opportunities along the creek. It also allows for a 
future groundwater recharge and storage program that will help to reverse the historic 
overdraft of the aquifer by agricultural and urban uses. The OCMP provides a balanced 
approach to managing the environment of Cache Creek, and generates the resources 
necessary to make this vision a reality. 

1.1 HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 

Cache Creek has long served as a regional source for aggregate. Mining within the creek 
dates back to at least the turn of the century, when sand and gravel were removed and 
shipped by rail to be used in the reconstruction of San Francisco after the devastating 
1906 earthquake. Many of the early excavations were small and scattered along a wide 
expanse, meeting both local needs as well as large public projects such as the Golden 
Gate Bridge. With the post-World War l l  economic boom in the 1950s, however, the 
scale and intensity of mining began to increase. The building of airports, schools, 
hospitals, highways, dams, and residential suburbs created a strong need for concrete 
and other construction materials. The production of sand and gravel in Cache Creek has 
continued to escalate over the past several decades, responding to the robust growth of 
both California and the Sacramento metropolitan region. 
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