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Wednesday, October 2, 2024
9am-11am
     600 A Street, Room 101, Davis, CA
 MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Jim Bohon, Jim Daniel, Elaine Roberts Musser (Vice Chair), Kevyne Baar, Rosey Ramsey, Laurie Haas, Dawn Myers, Regan Overholt, Sue Tarlton
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT AND EXCUSED: Kim Britt, Seth Brunner, Jim Provenza
GUESTS PRESENT: Marissa Green (Deputy Branch Director, Yolo County Adult and Aging Branch), Jamie Johnson (Yolo Healthy Aging Alliance), Joy Cohan (Yolo Meals on Wheels), Carolynn Washington (HICAP)
GUESTS VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE: Sara Martinez (AAA4), Linda Ngichu (Resources for Independent Living), Kate Laddish (IHSS Advisory)
STAFF PRESENT: Sheila Allen (Staff to Commission), Oliver Snow (Assistant Deputy to Supervisor Provenza)
1. Welcome and Introductions (Vice Chair Elaine Roberts Musser)
2. Review and accept minutes 9/4/24 (ACTION) MOTION: Move to approve. Moved by Jim Bohon, Kevyne Baar, 2nd passed unanimously.
3. HICAP-Medicare Open Enrollment (INFORMATION) (Carolynn Washington, HICAP,
Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program) HICAP is a program of Legal Services of Northern CA (LSNC) who also provides other legal assistance for older adults. It is a free program paid for by Older American Act Funds through the Agency on Aging-Area 4.  HICAP assists with decisions about Medicare, questions about coverage and problems with payments.  Assistance is by appointment by phone or in person at Davis Senior Center and the Woodland Community and Senior Center. 

Carolynn provided a basic overview of Medicare coverage including Part A-Hospital and limited skilled nursing, Part B-MD visits medical equipment, lab work, vision/hearing/dental ($174 per month but depends on income), Part D-Medications. Available to persons age 65 years and older or with a permanent disability. An individual may also additionally have MediCal (Medicaid nationally) if low income. 
Medicare has had approximately $50 billion in fraud per year. Carolynn suggests Medicare recipients should check their Benefits Report and report anything unusual to Medicare or HICAP.
It is currently open enrollment through Dec. 7. When to initially enroll? 3 months before through 3 months after your 65th birthday. If you miss that window, you will pay a penalty. You can call HICAP for an appointment: 916-376-8915.
4. Public Guardian (INFORMATION) (Laurie Haas, Yolo Co. Chief Deputy Public Guardian) 
Public Guardian-two types of conservatorship 1-LPS-severely disabled from mental health diagnosis with treatment including keeping in locked psych unit, if appropriate; 2-probate-when there is no one available or willing to manage the affairs of someone. Most commonly for major neurocognitive disorders (dementia, brain injury). Need to go to court and prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the person is unable to make their own decisions before their rights are removed and the person needs to be conserved. Public Guardian staff must do all of the investigations to get this proof. 

On average, the Yolo County Public Guardians Office carries a caseload of 180 people.  A recent Yolo County Grand Jury report noted this caseload is too high. Deputized staff were carrying more than twice the recommended caseload. PG staff manage all services and act on behalf of the conservatee to engage needed services and supports and manage all financial affairs. 
The PG office has been asking for additional staff since 2017. The issue came to the Commission on Aging and Adult Services and then to the new Yolo County Board of Supervisors (BOS) Ad Hoc Committee on Aging. It was then heard at the Board of Supervisors and leadership who heard the desperate message.  BOS agreed to approve adding 3 additional staff; now down to 30 conservatees per staff member. There continues to be a backlog of cases that are completed but not closed. Laurie Haas as the manager is assisting in catching up on closing these cases.  

The number of persons who may need conservatorship will be growing because of demographics plus new state legislation (SB43) (which did not include additional funding) to expand the definition and criteria for psychiatric conservatorship. This legislative change includes people who only have drug use disorders without severe mental illness. There are no locked units for this kind of treatment in Yolo County.
5. AAA4 Area Plan-Yolo County Priorities (INFORMATION) (Ad Hoc Committee) The AAA4 Governing Board discussed the issue of parity and minimum funding for every county.  Because Sierra County is a member of the 7 county JPA and only has 1500 people age of 60 or older they do not receive sufficient funding to provide the minimum services required by federal funding. Historically the other 6 counties agreed to donate funds to Sierra.  A “straw poll” was conducted of the governing board and the majority of the county representatives agreed to do this but there was no vote and no dollar amount agreed upon.  Because of the lack of firm numbers to consider, the local Ad Hoc has to wait for these numbers to recommend the amount for Yolo County by category.                                          

6. Update and Action Ad Hoc Committee on Emergency Preparedness Report (ACTION)

(Elaine Roberts Musser, chair)
See handout-DRAFT REPORT-Recommendations, Status and Progress from ad hoc.
· Recommendation 4-there was state AB2541that now requires this.
· Recommendation 7-there is ongoing funding for this and they have been purchased.

· Additional recommendations-Disaster Services Council appointments. 
FOLLOW UP: Kate Laddish, Jim Bohon, Laurie Haas, Elaine Roberts Musser and Rosey Ramsey all wish to serve and have either applied or have already been appointed. 
The Aging Commission Ad Hoc Committee created content for emergency preparedness and implemented a Zoom meeting that was recorded and placed on the Yolo Healthy Aging Alliance website. FOLLOW UP: Check video to see if we need to update the part on signing up for Yolo Alert to Alert Yolo. 

Public Comment: Kate Laddish-FEMA is picking up Kate’s Access and Functional Needs language that was included in the state language from our committee’s discussion and now is  being utilized at both the state and federal levels.

ACTION: Since today’s presentation was a draft and additional information needed this item will be placed on the next agenda for vote to accept before going to the Board of Supervisors in December.
7. Update on Yolo Adult Day Health Center (ADHC) Expansion (Dawn Myers, Director Yolo ADHC) Aug. 27 the Yolo Co. Board of Supervisors approved the lease agreement between Dignity and Yolo County for 70 Cottonwood St. (Norton Hall) in Woodland to serve as the new and expanded location for Yolo ADHC.  Dignity will be renovating the building to purpose. Dignity has $5.5 million in hand for the renovation to accommodate 90 participants per day. As a part of the agreement between Dignity and the county, Dignity Health will be taking over the license for Adult Day Health from the county. Dawn Myers is “softly retiring” and Dignity is currently recruiting her replacement. Dawn will be retiring in 2025 after serving there for 28 years. 
Everyone is invited to a December 5, 4p-6p project launch at Norton Hall. The name of the new facility will be “Sagewood”.
8. Review and Discussion of Legislation (INFORMATION)
SB 1384 (Dodd) Powered wheelchairs: repair: Signed by the governor! Many thanks to Kate Laddish who led the advocacy on this legislation.
SB 1249 (Roth) Mello-Granlund Older Californians Act: Signed by the governor.
9. Update from Yolo Co. Board of Supervisors Ad Hoc Committee on Aging                                                                                  (Marisa Green, Deputy Director Yolo Co. Adult and Aging Branch) 
Issues the committee is looking into:

· The Public Guardian issue already presented today.
· Committee is looking at how Yolo County can support aging in Yolo County and what organizations to support to address the identified needs. Have already had discussions and a presentation from Yolo Healthy Aging Alliance.
Public Comment: Discussion of how older adults “in the fiscal middle” are a real gap for services, especially for housing and services. Also housing/services for persons with dementia. 
10. Update from Partner Organizations

a. Yolo Healthy Aging Alliance (Jamie Johnson) Annual fundraiser and celebration was on Sunday. Jim Provenza was selected as recipient of the “Senior Superstar of the Year” award. YHAA received a California Collaborative for Long Term Services and Supports (CCLTSS) grant to bring people together to address aging issues and local implementation of the CA Master Plan for Aging. October 7 is California Master Plan for Aging conference in Sacramento.  In person tickets are sold out but can join virtually. 
b. Agency on Aging-Area 4 (Sue Martinez) Ad Hoc Committee work is happening in all 7 counties.
c. Resources for Independent Living (Linda Ngichu) no report.
11. Update from Local Aging Commissions and Announcements

a The county has secured the funding to build a new Yolo County library in Davis. Measure T is a local parcel tax to support the ongoing cost of staff.  It is on the Nov. ballot and is $49 per parcel in the DJUSD catchment area.
b Woodland Commission on Aging (Regan Overholt) They have a new commissioner. They too are looking at the missing middle gap. They have created a video for where and how to vote (non-partisan).
c West Sacramento (Rosey Ramsey) 2024 Age Friendly Action Plan for their renewal from AARP as an Age Friendly Community designation. Not much local information provided to the community as part of this process.  It was presented to the Parks, Recreation and Intergenerational Services Commission.
d Davis-new patio going in and exercise equipment.  Davis Senior Citizen Commission staff is aware of opening and is providing information to commissioners to recruit someone to represent them at our county commission.
12. Public Comment on Items not on the Agenda

Kate Laddish-this evening election workshop 6p-8p election essentials including accessibility. There will be a “Petting Zoo” of accessible technology for voting.
13. Future Agenda Items
a-ID-DD Caregiver Ad Hoc Committee report (November)

b-Annual report to Board of Supervisors (Commission November to Board December)

c-Yolo Housing Authority update (November)

d-Supervisor Provenza retirement celebration (December)

14. Next regular meeting Wed. Nov. 6, 2024, 9am, 600 A Street, Room 101, Davis. 
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